
   

 

The Link November 2022 
News and information covering Tadmarton and Swalcliffe 

Tadmarton Village Website 
 

www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk 

Swalcliffe Village Website 
 

www.swalcliffevillage.co.uk  

Our local Verne at Taddy Allotments “just pulling up some carrots” 
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Editor 
Mery Wolke 
Honeystone Cottage 
Lower Tadmarton, nr Banbury 
OX15 5SS 
01295-780451 
tadmartonandswalcliffelink@gmail.com 

 
Advertising Rates 

From 2023  
 

The Link is delivered to 370 
homes in (Lower) Tadmarton, 
Swalcliffe and The Highlands 

The Price for 1 year (6 issues) 
 
Full page 125mm x 185mm £ 72 
½ page     125mm x 90mm   £  43 
¼ page       60mm x 90mm   £  22 
 
Price for a single issue on application. 

The Link is Sponsored by 
 

Christopher Dean & Co  
Horticultural Society                                    Tadmarton Village Hall 
Swalcliffe Church                                         Tadmarton Church 
Swalcliffe Parish Council                             Tadmarton Parish Council 

Advertising Manager and Treasurer 
Julie Lingwood  
Willows End, Lower Tadmarton,  
Banbury OX15 5SS 
Tel: 01295 788813 
jb@lingwood.eu 

Editorial and Advertising 

Swalcliffe contributions: 
 
Charlotte Watkins 
Holly Cottage, Bakers Lane,  
Swalcliffe.  
Tel: 01295 788045  
chirpie34@hotmail.com 

IMPORTANT! 
Last copy date for the 

Dec issue is the 
17th of Nov. 

Articles received LATE will 
NOT be included in the next 

issue. 

Tadmarton Parish Councillors 
 
Jane Fitzpatrick           780451                                              
Tim Turner  Chair                         780764 
Kevin Tomblin  Vice Chair           788342 
Paul Higley                                    788447 
Christine Coles, Parish Clerk    276229 
 

 

Swalcliffe Parish Councillors    
 
Neil Urquhart  Chairperson   07867 695550 
Victoria Taylor Vice Chair           780206 
Christine Coles, Parish Clerk          276229 
Ken Hodkinson                      07535 701632  
Ryan Smith                 01295 788537 
Steve Gandy                           07860 397420 
Karen Riordan                        07850 403958 
Martin Collett  
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS FOR YOUR FRIDGE !!!!!! 

Emergency  Banbury Police  Oxfordshire Animal sanctu-

999  Non emergency 101 01865 890239 

NHS England  www.thamesvalley.police.uk www.helpwildlife.co.uk 

111 Crime Stoppers  RSPB 

www.nhs.uk 0800 555 111 01767 693690 

Hornton Hospital www.crimestoppers-uk.org RSPCA 

01295 275500 Missing people 0300 1234 999 

Bloxham Surgery  116 000 Wildlife advice 

01295 722788 116000@missingpeople.org.uk 01767 693690 

Bloxham dispensary NaƟonal Stalking Helpline Stray Dogs  

01295 721884 0808 8020300 01295-227007 

Bloxham Dental DomesƟc abuse helpline  01295 221531 (Out of hours) 

01295 721030 0808 2000247 Red wings Horse Sanctuary 

blox.dent@nhs.net Mobility Aids Red cross 01508 481000 

Sibford Surgery 01235 552664 Local Vets 

01295 780213 Government Services  Hook Norton 01608 730085 

Suicide prevenƟon  www.gov.uk Hawthorne 01295 259446 

0800 689 5652 Cherwell council  West bar 01295 262332 

Mind Gen Enq: 01295 227001 Chipping N 01608 642547 

01295-261195 Environment: 01295  227007 Loose CaƩle in road 

Samaritans Highways  Highways , police, farmer 

116123 0300 123 5000 Silverline  

Thames water  Western Power  0800 4708090 

leakline 0800 714614 Faults 0800 6783105 BT Landline Faults  

Blockages 0800 316 9800 General Enq: 0800 0963080 0800 111 4567 

Stagecoach  Johnsons busservice NaƟonal Rail  

0345 8101000 01564 797 070 03457 48 49 50  
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 SEW IN COMPANY ! 

 

 

Our local Sew In Company group meets each second 
Sunday afternoon of the month.  Our next shared ses-
sion is on November 13th and will focus on ‘Make do and 
Mend’.  Please drop in at any time between 1.30pm and 
4.30pm with items that you need advice for towards re-
purposing, altering or repairing. 

Our past sessions have introduced and will continue to 
explore, the many skills which are listed here: 

Making curtains and blinds 
School costumes (World Book Day) 
T-shirts and using an overlocker 
Clothes alterations 
Bag making 
Scrunchies 
Sashiko – Japanese embroidery 
Angelina fibre – fused to make iridescent fabric ideal 
for embroidery 
Crochet 
Crocheted pumpkins 
Shirring 
  

Drop in to see us in action 
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Looking for a home from home? 
 

 Sympathetically renovated, fully furnished,  
self catering cottage to let in the quiet village  

location of Lower Tadmarton.  
Only 4 miles from Banbury  

Available for short breaks, or short and 
medium term lets.  

    (Special rates for 6-12 weeks let). 
 

1 double bedroom, 1 Twin bedroom, Living Room with convertible 
corner settee. Upstairs and Downstairs Wet-Rooms, Gorgeous 
kitchen with views over mature gardens, Utility room, Wheel-
chair friendly, Dogs welcome, Cosy Log burner. Temperature con-
trolled electric heating, throughout. Private gardens. Off road 
parking for 1-2 vehicles,  
 

For more information please contact Jane or Mery on:                             

Home: 01295780451, Jane: 07711794133,  Mery: 07794950664 

Email: Lavendercottagelt@gmail.com 

 
NEIL MEGSON 

 
Electrical Services 

 
Tel: .01295 263665  

Mobile 07887 653842 
Email  

meggers1@btinternet.com  
 

Light-Sockets-Extensions 
Re-Wires-New Builds. 

For All of Your 
Domestic Electrical 

Requirements. 
 

FREE ESTIMATES – 
24 HOUR CALL OUT 
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Coming up at Katharine House 
We’ve got some fantastic events and opportunities lined up to see you into the festive 
season with a warm glow. Your support makes such a difference to the hospice at what 
continues to be a very challenging time. Here are just a few things that are coming up… 
 
An ’ELFY way to kick off Christmas 
Get festive, have fun and support our community this Christmas by signing up for our 
Santa Fun Run on Sunday 4 December. Join hundreds of stylish Santas taking part in our 
1.5km or 5km fun run at Spiceball Park, Banbury. We ho ho hope you can join us! Tickets 
are available to buy on our website now! www.khh.org.uk/santa      
 
Getting Christmas wrapped up 
It may be the most wonderful time of the year, but it can also be one of the busiest – so 
why not tick wrapping off your long to-do list and support our hospice at the same time! A 
team of willing volunteers will be ready and waiting to gift wrap your pressies on 9 and 10 
December at Banbury Castle Quay. If you could help support this event by joining our 
wrapping crew, email getinvolved@khh.org.uk or sign up on our website: 
www.khh.org.uk/collectiondays. 
 
Lights of Love – 8 December 
Our annual Lights of Love event is taking place on Thursday 8 December at St Mary's 
Church, Banbury. We’d love you to join us for a special gathering where we come togeth-
er to remember and celebrate the lives of those we have loved and lost. Everyone is wel-
come – people of all faiths or none. Find out more and register to join us here: 
www.khh.org.uk/lights. 
 
Tractor Run returns 
Once again, RC Baker will be bringing the X factor to tractors this Christmas. The hugely 
popular Tractor Run will be bringing all the glitz and glam of the festive season on Satur-
day 17 December. Don’t miss the fleet of fairy-lit tractors taking a tour around local villag-
es to spread some Christmas cheer and raise money for Katharine House Hospice. To 
help plan your evening, you can find all the details as well as the route and timings on our 
website. www.khh.org.uk/tractor   
 
Could you be a Village Champion for Katharine House? 
We’re looking for volunteers to help put up posters three or four times a year in their local 
village to help us spread the word about our upcoming events. We already have some 
brilliant Village Champions, but we’re looking to recruit even more. If you think you could 
help, then we’d love to hear from you. Send an email to getinvolved@khh.org.uk or find 
out more on our website. 
 
Try our Tree-cycle scheme 
Our Tree-cycle scheme is back – and available in even more areas! So instead of worry-
ing about how to environmentally dispose of your tree after all the festivities are over, you 
can make a donation to Katharine House Hospice and, in return, we will send one of our 
elves to collect and recycle your tree. Head to our website to find out more and check if 
your postcode is included in the scheme. www.khh.org.uk/christmastree   



10  

 

Spring opening 29 April 2022 and Autumn opening 31 August 2022  
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Hi everyone, 
 

There is so much going on at the moment in St Nicholas. 
 

Firstly:  The Harvest Celebration was a great success . 
With Mike using his great skills as auctioneer and Louise his banker. 
Not so many veg and fruit this year but Jennifer’s apple crumbles were a 
great success, and the total of £406-62 was sent to Ukraine Relief. 
 

Pet Blessing Service on Sunday October 23rd will (hopefully) have been 
fun.   
 

Our Carol Service on December 13th will be followed by Mulled Wine and 
mince pies in the Church. We will do our best to warm up the Church . 
 

We have a Concert by a group The Skeptics on  December 2nd  see the 
poster further in The Link. It looks as if could be a lovely evening 
Look forward to seeing you all. 
 

Carla is organising a Christmas Party  for the children details on page 43. 
 

We continue to do Church Flowers minus oasis, you are doing a great job 
team The Church looks Fab. 
The  men continue to keep the Church yard  in top condition always neat 
and tidy. 
 

Chris has explained to us at the last meeting the workings of the WIFI and 
Zoom meetings. This will be great for someone like Jane Asser who misses 
Tadmarton very much, we still chat to her regularly. 
Our Tuesday coffee morning gets more popular, we now attract friend from 
other villages. We have recently sent a Cheque to Age Concern U.K. 
for £190, money collected from our Cake donations. 
We are so grateful to the Village Hall for letting us use the facilities it’s a 
light at the end of the tunnel on these cold days. 
 

Well time to go folks, keep safe and warm and remember we live in a very 
caring village. 
 

God Bless Shirley W. 



12  

 

MULLINS 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

CONTRACTORS 
 

Domestic & Commercial 
Interior & Exterior 

Fully insured 
Competitive pricing 

References available 
Free quotations 

We also provide general 
maintenance to 

your home or office. 
         TEL: 07815 288909 
                01295 720006  
 
WEBSITE:   mullinsdecor.co.uk 

EMAIL:       lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk 

 
 

WELCOME TO TADMARTON  
 
 

If you have recently  
moved into Tadmarton, 

 or if you know someone who 
is a new arrival.  

 
He will be delighted to call 

with one of the “Welcome to  
Tadmarton” leaflets. 

 
Please contact  
Tim Turner on  
01295 780764      

N.D. SMITH 
Carpenter & Joiner 

Specializing in quality joinery 
work 

Windows, doors, stairs, roofs, 
Loft conversions, 

Conservatories, etc. 
 

All aspects of building work  
undertaken, from small   

extensions to  
new house  building and  

Barn  conversions. 
 

All work carried out by  
qualified tradesmen 

 

TEL: 01295 780970 
nicksmith.tadmarton@btinternet.com 

For Free estimates and  
advice 

 

 
David lovesey Rural Services 

Total Grass Care 

Moss & Weed Control 

Mowing, Scarifying, etc. 

Also Mower Servicing at Sensible Rates 

Tel: 01295-788298 

07984 879891 

Email: davidlovesey@gmail.com 
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A bumper harvest 
supper! 

 

 

Swalcliffe held its annual Harvest Supper on Saturday 
8th October and the 78 guests were all delighted to be 
back in the newly refurbished and beautifully decorated 
Village Hall.  

It was a super evening much enjoyed by everyone; a de-
licious three-course dinner with all the food generously 
donated by people in the village, a very busy licensed 
bar(!) and most of all a convivial atmosphere as friends 
and neighbours enjoyed eating together.  

It turned out to be a bumper evening as we made a rec-
ord profit of £1938 which goes towards the continued 
maintenance of our beautiful church.  

This year we have completed three important projects to 
help conserve the historical and cultural heritage of the 
church for future generations, so this boost to running 
costs is greatly appreciated. 

Our sincere thanks to all who gave time, food and their 
energy to make the evening such a great success. 

Swalcliffe PCC  
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Annalise, 18, available for  
baby sitting in Tadmarton and 

Swalcliffe,  
£7 per hour, 

“Experience of working with young 
children riding at the stables where I 

work part-time” 
 

Please call 01295-780716 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 YEARS TRADE EXPERIENCE 
 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 

ELECTRICAL REPAIRS  
DECORATING 
CARETAKING  

HANDYMAN SERVICES 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE VISIT: 
 

www.rtmpropertymaintenance.com 

 
Linda Morse 

 

Garment and Curtain    
Alterations 

Curtains and Blinds 
made to measure 

 
Collection and         

delivery by  
arrangement 

 
Telephone  

01295-720930 
Email:  

lindamorse@hotmail.co.uk  

PR HANDYMAN 
 SERVICES 

 
For all those odd-jobs 

needed around the home. 
 

Erecting shelves, curtain rails 
to building flat pack furniture. 
All aspects of DIY undertaken. 

No job too small 
A friendly & reliable service 

 at reasonable prices. 
 

Please call Paul on  
01295 722490, or 

07796300238 
Email: paulles-

ter3655@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Also undertaken 
Loft, Garage & Shed Clearances 
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SWALCLIFFE EVENTS : 
 
Saturday 3rd December 12 noon – 3.30pm 
Swalcliffe Christmas Market  
in the church with 25 stalls selling artisan products and beautiful 
handmade Christmas gifts and decorations. Featuring the ever-
popular Grand Raffle with a Daylesford Food Hamper as the top 
prize – raffle tickets on sale from the beginning of November. 
  
Saturday 10th December at 7pm 
‘A Celebration of Christmas’  
A concert of uplifting music and poetry with Brackley Wind 
Orchestra. All welcome. Tickets £10 (children under 16 free) 
for sale online at www.swalcliffe.org from mid-October. 
  
Thursday 22nd December at 6pm  
Carols on the Green followed by Swalcliffe’s unforgettable 
theatrical evening - “A Star-Studded Nativity” – in the church 
with refreshments provided. An event not to be missed!!  

 
Birthstone:  Topaz 
Flower: Chrysanthemum  
 
“The wild November come at last beneath a veil of 
rain. The night wind blows its folds aside, her face is 
full of pain.”   ( Richard Henry Stoddard. ) 

“It was the best kind of November day. Cold and crisp, 
but not quite freezing, not icy. Just cold enough that she 
could justifiably wear all her favourite clothes.”            .            
.   (Rainbow Rowell, ‘Fangirl’ ) 
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        St. Nicholas, Tadmarton,  
                   Services  

 
 
November 
 
Sunday 6th  10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Swalcliffe (NB) 
Sunday 13h  10.55am  Remembrance Service (GE) 
Sunday 20th 11.00am Holy Communion (JT) 
Sunday 27th 11.00am  St Nicholas Service (NB) 
 
 
December 
 
Sunday 4th  10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Shutford (NB) 
 
Zoom Services until further notice, for joining instructions please 
refer to the Benefice web site www.wykehambenefice.org.uk  
and The Rector or The Rev’d John Tattersall 
 
Sundays (ZOOM) 6.00pm  New look Benefice Evening Worship 
(NB)  
      
 
Wednesdays (ZOOM) 6.00pm  Benefice Evening prayer service 
(NB) 
 
Tuesdays in Tadmarton Church 9.00am Morning Prayers 

(NB) 10.00 am HC (NB) 
 
 
Rector: The Rev’d Neil Bowler (NB) Tel: 01295 788005 
The Rev’d John Tattersall (JT) Tel: 01295 780283 
The Rev Glyn Evans (GE) 
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Miss T Catering 

 
Miss ’T’ Catering.  Catering 

for events such as:  
Anniversaries, Weddings, 

Christenings, Birthday par-
ties,  

Funerals And private dinner 
parties.  

 
~.~.~  

 
Also available: Cutlery and 

Crockery Hire.  
 

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  
Mob: 07841 910037  Home: 

01295 780206  
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Swalcliffe Church Services  in November: 

Sunday 6th November –  11.00am Holy Communion for the Benefice (The 
Rev’d Neil Bowler) 

Sunday 13th November – 9.30am Holy Communion followed by Act of 
Remembrance (The Rev’d Canon John TaƩersall) 

Sunday 20th November – 6.00pm Evensong (Jocelyn Meris LLM) 

Sunday 27th November – 9.30am Holy Communion (The Rev’d Dr David 
Pym) 

There will be also be a Benefice Eucharist at Shuƞord at 11.00am on Sun-
day 4th December, led by the Reverend Neil Bowler.  

Don’t forget the Swalcliffe Christmas Market in the Church from 12 noon 
on Saturday 3rd December, and the Brackley Wind Ensemble concert at 
7pm on Saturday 10th December (Ɵckets from hƩps://
www.swalcliffe.org/concerts 
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           SWALCLIFFE & TADMARTON  
            HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

 
At our next meeting we welcome Bob Brown who will talk on:            

'Brightening Up the Garden in November' 
Thursday 10th November – 8pm 

   Tadmarton Village Hall. 

Pilates in Sibford 
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc. 

 

  ON-LINE CLASSES AVAILABLE  
SUITABLE FOR ALL LEVELS  

 

Master Mat & Studio Teacher Offers: 
 

· Bespoke One to One and Duet 
Studio Sessions, 

            Training on specialised  
            Pilates Equipment; 
            Reformers, Chairs, Barrels           
     and Cadillac. 
· Small group Mat work classes, 

incorporating small equipment   
                  
 For all levels from beginners 
to advanced  

  
T: 01295 780279  
Mobile: 07905 953300 
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
E: madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
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Bloxham & Hook Norton Surgeries 
 
Patient Participation Group (PPG) update for village newsletters 
 
We’re pleased to share the headline news from the recent October PPG meeting.  
 
Our Practice Manager, Di Waller, shared the following information: 
Consultations by phone or face to face 
ÿ Total calls for September 8,511 – Just short of 400 per day 
ÿ Telephone call consultations 3,145 
ÿ Face to Face consultations 4,347 
ÿ Dispensary Calls 1,019 
 
Prescriptions 
ÿ Over 9000 + prescription items dispensed by the pharmacy. (This does not include the 
prescriptions for patients to whom we cannot dispense for, or for those patients who 
choose 
to go elsewhere.) 
ÿ A significant number of prescriptions continue to remain uncollected every month 
wasting time, money and valuable medication.  
 
Our meeting was attended by Emma Teasdale of Healthwatch, Oxford who told us about 
her work supporting health initiatives and researching the views of all health service 
users across the county. Further details about Healthwatch can be found at: 
https://healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk  
 
The proposed new housing developments in Hook Norton and Milcombe and their po-
tential impact on health services was discussed. It seems possible that we might see a 
further 300+ new homes being built which is likely to generate 1000 patients additional 
to our current 8,000. 
Neither Bloxham nor Hook Norton surgeries has space or land to expand and existing 
buildings and facilities are already overstretched.  
It was unanimously agreed that the PPG should raise these concerns with our M.P., local 
councillors and the relevant planning authorities. 
 
We shall write again early in the New Year but in the meantime please remember to con-
tinue to check the Practice website for news and announcements.  
 
https://www.bloxhamsurgery.co.uk 
 
Thank you. 
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Want to know what’s going on in Tadmarton?   

Then why not sign up to: 

The Tadmarton Village E-Newsletter.   

Simply send an email to taddyvillagehall@gmail.com	stating 
that you’d like to receive our emails and we’ll add your 
name and email address to our list.   

We send E-newsletters 2-3 times a month. 

You can also ϐind us on Facebook – just follow Tadmarton 
Village or visit our village website – 
www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk 

 
GRAB YOUR LIMITED  
EDITION,  
TADDY VILLAGE  
JUBILEE BAG FOR 
LIFE. 
 

EVEN MORE SPECIAL 
WITH THE END OF AN 
ERA E 11 R REIGN 
SYMBOL ! 
 
THESE ARE FOR SALE   
FOR ONLY £5.50 EACH  
FROM ANY  
VILLAGE HALL  
COMMITTEE MEMBER  
OR EMAIL:   
TADDYVILLAGEHALL 
@GMAIL.COM 
 

Pඋඈർൾൾൽඌ ංඇ ൺංൽ ඈൿ: 
Tൺൽආൺඋඍඈඇ ඏංඅඅൺൾ 

Hൺඅඅ. Dൾඌංඇ ൻඒ ංඇൽ ඉൾඋආංඌඌංඈඇ ඈൿ  S  Kංඇඌൿඈඋൽ  
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Friendly Secondary School Teacher, available for tuition, loads of 
experience! 

Online or face-to-face, 
based in Shenington.  
Qualified to teach 11+           
, GCSE Maths and 
English;  
with Maths up to  
A-level 

First GCSE lesson 
free.  
DBS check+ references 

Tel./WhatsApp: 
07984 140 739 or  
01295 678 676 
 

 

Tim Clarke, BSc, PGCE, A member of The Coaching Academy, CPD accredited 
coach  Also offering career coaching/ performance coaching for adults.               
Education specialist with Fresh start in Education. 

 clarke.tutoring@btinternet.com                            www.clarketutoring.com 

 

 
                           MENORCA  
                               SON BOU 
 
 

Two- Bedroomed               
Apartment  

Available to rent 
 

Communal Pool & WiFi 
Short walk to 

Restaurants and Beach 

 
For more information 

Contact Margaret: 
 

01295 720168 
Margbill@icloud.com 

 
 
 

Annette Thomas 
 

Freelance Hair &  
Beauty Consultant 

 

Est 1992 
Salon Based 

Free Consultation 
 

01295 721845 
07786 804851 
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St Nicholas Church, Tadmarton 

Carols, Readings, and 

Music from The SKEPTICS 

Friday 2nd December at 7pm 
Music from The Skeptics, an a-cappella trio 

based in North Oxfordshire, who bring a      

“folk-fusion” twist to familiar Christmas Carols. 

Everyone warmly 
welcomed 
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BONFIRE NIGHT vs DOMESTIC AND WILD ANIMALS  
 
Its that time of the year where we are sending our money up into space. For 
those who like me love animals, it is a time of dread.  
 
Working for the RSPCA and animal wildlife rescue, I have seen horrific inju-
ries caused by fireworks and bonfires.  
 
Not wanting to be a party pooper I am just calling people up to be sensible and 
think before they light. 
 
A lot of wildlife will be making their beds for the winter and what better to use 
than a pile of old wood, leaves and other burnable items. 
 
Many pets are petrified for the bangers with hearing 100 times more sensitive 
then ours. 
 
SO PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE take extra care and ask yourself if you really 
need to…..  
 
Thank you for listening.  
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QUALITY FISH  

DIRECT FROM GRIMSBY 
 

Robert Hill 
Mobile: 07578 195979 

 
Hill42804@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 

Every Thursday at 
Swalcliffe Barn 4.15-4.45pm 

 
Register to get an “ON MY VAN THIS WEEK” email. 
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CODEWORDS   
are like crossword 
puzzles - but have 
no clues! Instead, 
every letter of the 
alphabet has been 
replaced by a 
number, the same 
number represent-
ing the same letter 
throughout the 
puzzle. All you 
have to do is de-
cide which letter is 
represented by 
which number! 
To start you off, 
we reveal the 
codes for two or 
three letters. 
When you've filled 
in these letters 
throughout the 
puzzle, you'll have 
enough clues to 
start guessing 
words and discov-
ering other letters. 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

Answers can be found on Page 35:   
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Swalcliffe 
   Bridge              
      Group 
 
 
 
Do you play bridge? Have you played in the past, but are now 
slightly rusty and need to refresh your technique? Or perhaps you 
have never played, but would like to start…. 
 
Whatever your level of experience - or none- if you would like to 
play, do think about joining the Swalcliffe bridge group.  
We are a very friendly, informal group of players at very different 
levels, who play a light hearted game in “The Stag’s Head” every 
Monday afternoon.  
 
Expert tuition is on hand if required and tea and cake is provided. 
If you are interested, please phone Jenny Bell on 780129, or just 
turn up at “The Stag’s Head” at 2.30 on any Monday afternoon.  
 
Whatever your level, with or without a partner, you will be very wel-
come. 
 
Jenny Bell 
On behalf of the Swalcliffe bridge group 
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A big THANK YOU from the:  
2022 Macmillan coffee morning team. 

 
Thank you to those who: donated, came for the coffee, pro-
vided cakes and raffle prices, gave us a helping hand and 
those who bought raffle tickets. 
 
Originally postponed due to the death of the queen the turnout 
on the “new” date was great and we collected £1000.80. 
 
We look forward to seeing you next year.  
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 NEW TIMETABLE. Stagecoach Bus-services between Stratford and Banbury. 
0345 241 8000  email: midlands.enquiries@stagecoachbus.com 

Website: https://www.stagecoachbus.com/about/oxfordshire 

75+75A+75B  Mon- Sat 
Mon-Sat 
Term Ɵme 

Sat Half term Mon-Sat Mon-Sat Saturday 

Straƞord       
(Nat West) 

0602 0730  1015 |  

Straƞord    
(Mac Donalds) 

0604 0732 0752 1017 1315 1638 

Eƫngton  0618 |  1031 |  
Halford  0627 |  1040 |  
Alderminster | | 0805 | 1328 1651 
Shipston 
(Garage) 

0640 0821 0821 1053 1343 1713 

Lower Brailes  0648 0829 0829 1101 1351 1723 

Sibford Gower  0656 0836 0837 1109 1359 1731 

Sibford Ferris  0657 0837 0838 1110 1400 1732 
Swalcliffe 
church  

0700 0839 0841 1113 1403 1735 

Tadmarton 
Church  

0701 0840 0843 1115 1405 1737 

Lower 
Tadmarton  

0704 0845 0845 1117 1407 1739 

Broughton 0708 0849 0850 1121 1412 1744 
Banbury  Bus 
StaƟon Bay 2 

0718 0900 0900 1131 1422 1754 

75+75A+75B Saturday Mon-Fri 
Mon-Fri 

Term Ɵme 
Saturday Mon-Sat  

 
Banbury Bus 
StaƟon  Bay 2 

1135 1140 1435 1435 1740 
 

Broughton 11445 1150 1442 1442 1747  
Lower 
Tadmarton  

1150 1154 1445 1445 1750 
 

Tadmarton 
church  

1152 1156 1447 1447 1752 
 

Swalcliffe 
Church  

1154 1158 1449 1449 1754 
 

Sibford Ferris  1157 1201 1452 1452 1757  
Sibford Gower  1158 1202 1453 1453 1758  
Lower Brailles 1207 1211 1502 1502 1808  
Shipston  Garage 1216 1220 1511 1511 1818  
Halford  1228 1232 | 1523 1828  
Eƫngton  1234 1243 | 1529 1834  
Straƞord       
(Mac Donalds) 

1246 1254 1602 1541 1847  
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FESTIVE FIESTA  
RAFFLE TICKETS !! 

 
 
If you live in Tadmarton you should have received an envelope 
with 2 books of raffle tickets with this link.  
They will be collected in the week leading up to the festive fiesta 
(19th November), alternatively you can drop off your envelope 
through the village hall letterbox, or hand it in to any village 
hall committee member.  
Remember to fill in the stubs with your name, email / address  
and phone number. 
You can pay in cash, by cheque or bank transfer (please let us 
know if this is what you would like to do). 
Do you live in Swalcliffe and would you like to buy some tickets 
to enter our raffle please let Jane Fitzpatrick 01295-780451 or 
Helen Yeomans 01295-780426 know or come and see us on the 
day when tickets will be for sale (sta). 
 
1st prize £100 in cash, 2nd prize is a Luxury Hamper, plus many 
more  prizes (too many to list individually) 
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Codeword solution Nov 2022 
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Swalcliffe  
Community  

Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are happy to announce that the newly refurbished hall is open for business! 
 
The Village Hall has been extensively modernised over the summer;  
involving new insulation, heating and decoration, together with new toilet facili-
ties. 
 
The Hall is now available again for bookings through the village website or     
directly to Tracy Lean: tracylean@gmail.com 01295 780710. 
Our rates are: £12.00 per hour or part thereof (£10 for villagers); which includes 
all services and amenities. 
 
The Hall is available for hire all year round.  
It can accommodate up to 80 people seated and up to 100 people for gatherings 
or parties.  
It has a projector, DVD and sound system.  
The kitchen has been partially modernised. We await more funds to complete  
the renovation.  
We also have local contacts to provide in-house catering if required. 
 
We still have much to do, to continue to develop and maintain our hall; so your  
support in using it, supporting our fund-raising activities and any donations are  
much appreciated.  
We are very keen to attract local teachers of various classes, if you know some-
one who would like to run a class locally, please pass on our details.  
If you would like to see a class in a particular subject held in the hall,  
then please contact us. 
 
AND FINALLY.... we are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to join the hall  
committee to take the hall forward through this exciting time! 
 
All ideas or contributions welcome - Steve Gandy,  
Parish Councillor: steve.gandy@swalcliffevillage.co.uk  07860 397420   
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Notes from the editor: 
 
Firstly:  well done to Sarah for running the London Marathon and excellent fundrais-
ing,  read her story on page 44. 
 
With the Autumn having taken a firm hold the best sunrises are on the horizon.  
Take your camera and send me some beautiful shots. The winner will make it on the 
December front page.  
 
Please remember that December will be a stand alone issue with the new year taking 
us to the beginning of bi-monthly issues. So no need to think about January just yet –
Phew!! 
 
There are quite a few fundraisers taking place over the next 2 months, if you can, 
make sure to support your local villages. The village halls are busy bringing you what 
you would like to see, from coffee mornings to classes. No rest for the wicked. 
 
The kids film club is back on in Tadmarton, together with the craft club and play club, 
there is plenty to give you some respite from entertaining the youngsters.  
 
Do you know of anybody who is lonely and could do with some company but has not 
yet picked up the courage to mingle, try to encourage them  to the Taddy  film club, 
we love seeing new faces (as well as the true fans)., and there is no need to be chatty if 
you don’t want to. There is always a fresh cuppa ready as well as interval icecreams.  
Remember though that we need a minimum of 6 on a Wednesday matinee to run the 
show.  
 
There will be some extra coffee mornings on during the winter to accommodate  swap 
clubs etc. and to fight loneliness more info on this will come your way next month 
and via our newsletter.  
 
Lets look after each other, Happy November everyone.  
 

 
Banbury Victorian Christmas Market 25-27th November  

 
LSD Promotions, in partnership with Banbury BID are very excited to an-
nounce that applications are now OPEN to traders for the Banbury Victo-
rian Christmas Market 2022, taking place from Friday 25th until Sunday 
27th November. 100 stalls, street performers, live entertainment, and all-
round Festive fun. 
This event is operated in partnership with Banbury BID and supported By 
Banbury Town Council and Cherwell District Council. 
 
Followed by the Big Christmas Lights Switch on  on the 27th November. 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES 
Also Open to Non Advertisers  £10.00 per annum. 

 
ACCOUNTANT 
Christopher Dean & Co.  Tax advice VAT, Year End.            01295 788104   
  
AGRICULTURAL SERVICES 
David Lovesey. Rural Services, Lawns to  Fields               01295 788298 
 
BEAUTY AND WELLBEING 
Annette Thomas. Hair & Beauty in your own home.            01295 721845 
International Dance with Tracy Lean                     01295 780710 
Pilates at Sibford  with Madeleine                      01295 780279 
David Cuts Hair                                 01869 346910 
Nutrition and your health                                                                           07801 495807 
 
CAR VALETING 
Ian Birch                                       07780-001115 
 
CARPENTER 
N.D.Smith. Quality Joinery work.                       01295 780970 
 
CATERING and FOOD SUPPLIES  
Gill Judd. Hire of China & return dirty.                   01295 780243 
Miss T Catering. Catering Parties, Celebrations.              01295 780206 
 
CHILD CARE 
Babysitter Annalise Kingsford                                                 01295 780716 
 
CLEANING SERVICES  
Upstairs Downstairs Domestic Cleaning Services                                     07984-645368 
 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 
Your local qualified chimney sweep—Jonathan Perry             07557 058051 
 
ELECTRICAL 
Neil Megson. All electrical work.                      01295 263665 
 
FISH  
Grimsby Fish                                  07578 195979 
  
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
Quarry Nurseries vegetables, border and baskets                         07903 655267 
Golf Course Gardens                                                                                                07867-560958 



39  

 

 

GARMENT ALTERATIONS AND CURTAINS MADE 
Linda Morse—garments, curtains and blinds made                          01295 720930 
 
HOLIDAY LETS 
Linda Lane—Cottage in Cornwall                                01295 780242 
Jane Fitzpatrick—Cottage in lower Tadmarton                                                         01295 780451 
Margaret                                                                                                                     01295-720168 
 
 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 
C.A. Berger. Interior, Exterior Painting & Carpentry.                        01295 738633 
Mullins. Interior & Exterior.                                   01295 264117 
Noah’s Ark. Bespoke murals, Exterior & Interior decorating.                    01295 811026 
PR Handyman services help with your home                             01295 722490 
RTM Property Maintenance                                                                                       07484 846630 
 
OVEN CLEANING 
Cookerburra Oven Cleaning Services  –  Banbury                          01295 277789   
 
 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
David Butler plumbing and heating                                01295 780668 
PLT Plumbing all domestic plumbing                              01295 368150  
Adam Lawrence , ADROX                                 07540 850491 
 
SCHOOLS 
Sibford School. Independent co-educational                             01295 781203 
Sibford Gower Endowed Primary                                01295 780270 
Swalcliffe Park School for Boys with Autism                                  01295 780302 
 
STOVES 
Iron and Wood. Wood Burning stove centre.                             01295 253916 
 
 
 

Are you running your own business and thinking about advertising? 
 

Why not consider our local link. 
Anyone advertising in The Link will get a presence on our website 

with an optional direct link to their website or Facebook page. 

 
There is also an option to only advertise in the directory for £10 per  

annum. 
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My name is Carole Weston and I live in Deddington, but my family are from Tadmarton 
and Swalcliffe. My mother`s maiden name was Margaret Freeman, and my father was 
Ronald Mepham. I recently had the opportunity to visit the Kranji War Graves Cemetery 
in Singapore and complete a long held wish to pay respects to a family member who sad-
ly died during WW2. My mother`s cousin was Bernard Austin Freeman, and he may 
have surviving relatives living locally and I hope they would be pleased to know that I 
was able to lay a wreath in his name. Bernard`s story is one which has always saddened 
me as I try to imagine how a young man was taken from his life in and around a North 
Oxfordshire village and sent halfway round the world to fight in a country that could not 
have been more different than the one he left. The heat in Singapore is harsh and oppres-
sive and no doubt none of the men sent there had ever encountered such conditions be-
fore. Bernard`s full story can be found on the web site “The Fallen of Tadmarton” and is 
fascinating but chilling account of his time in Singapore and other areas as a serving sol-
dier and a POW and I recommend you read this report when thinking of the fallen during 
the period of remembrance.  

Bernard lost his life while being transported by the Japanese by sea to Japan, the ship he 
was in was attacked by American forces as it had no markings that it was carrying 
POW`s and as such he has no known grave. I laid a wreath at his name which is etched 
on a column at the top of a hill overlooking the cemetery which is a beautiful, peaceful 
place surrounded by lush vegetation and gardens. Like all the cemeteries under the War 
Grave Commissions care it is extremely well cared for and the Singapore nation still 
hold the sacrifices of our soldiers in great respect. Singapore is a destination known for 
its tourism, architecture, food and shopping but I recommend you do what I did, hire a 
driver to go and visit this cemetery and spend a quiet time remembering all those whose 
names are etched in stone. I have several photos of the cemetery if any descendant of 
Bernard would like to have copies, please contact me through the newsletter. 
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02-11-22 Taddy Film Matinee   02-12-22 The Skeptics concert  P 25 

10-11-22 Horti show  P 20 03-12-22 Swalcliffe Xmas Market P 22 

12-11-22 Taddy Coffee Morning  P 41 10-12-22 Taddy Coffee Morning  P 41 

12-11-22 Taddy Kids Film  P 5 10-12-22 Taddy Kids Film  P 5 

13-11-22 Sewing in Company  P 7 10-12-22 Swalcliffe Concert  P 15 

19-11-22 Taddy Christmas Fayre  P 2 11-12-22 Sewing in company P 7 

26-11-22 Taddy Kids and Crafts  P 5 17-12-22 Kids Christmas Party  P 43 

26-11-22 Taddy Film Club  P 41 22-12-22 Carols on the Green  P 15 

30-11-22 Matinee Film Club  P 41 21-01-23 Burns Supper Swalcliffe P 32 

      

What's on! 

 
TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL 

  
Well equipped kitchen, tables and chairs available. 

  
Letting rates from £10.00 per hour. 

£6.00 rate for villagers ! 
  

Special all day booking rates.  
Ask US about the stunning interior lining to make that party even 

more special. 
 

Full Audio Visual Equipment now available,  
Ideal for presentations, parties, Private Gaming Nights etc. 

  
To book the hall visit www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk  

Or contact Helen Yeomans on 01295-780426 
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I am delighted to share with you now that I have both achieved completing the 
London marathon and thrashing my fundraising target by nearly a thousand 
pounds.  
 
I would like to say a huge THANK YOU to all the people who have helped me 
by donating to my fundraising page, participating in my prize draw and to my 
friends and family (and Max my four-legged training companion) who have 
had to put up with being the support crew for my training! 
 
Training complete, the big day finally arrived – a small spanner in the works 
with the train strikes -and we were London bound at last!  
Having consumed my body weight in pizza and pasta the night before I was 
race ready and my trusty support crew all had their planned mile meeting spots 
to head to; equipped with bananas and snacks to fuel me on my way! There 
were a few concerns about the weather but thankfully it was a beautiful, sunny 
day as I ran (well waddled) round the London sights for 26.2 miles. 
 
Thank – you! 

 
London Marathon Success! 
 
 
It has certainly been a journey 
and a long one at that! 
 
In October 2021 I decided that I 
wanted to raise money for char-
ity and try to complete the Lon-
don Marathon.  
 
Shortly after I received my noti-
fication that I had secured a 
place to run for Cancer Re-
search UK.  
Those of you who have fol-
lowed my story will know that 
this is a charity close to my 
heart having lost two of my 
grandparents to cancer.  
 
I was then faced with the mam-
moth task of raising £5000 and 
starting my long distance run-
ning training. 


