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St. Nicholas, Tadmarton,  Church Services 
 

January 
Sunday 1st  10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Sibford (NB) 
Sunday 8th 11.00am Holy Communion (NB) 
Sunday 15th 11.00am Holy Communion (JT) 
Sunday 22nd 11.00am  All Age Family Service (NB) 
Sunday 29th  11.00am  Holy Communion (JT) 
 

February 
Sunday 5th  11.00am  Benefice Eucharist at Tadmarton (JT) 
Sunday 12th 11.00am Holy Communion (NB) 
Sunday 19th 11.00am  Holy Communion (JT) 
Sunday 26th  11.00am  All Age Family Service (NB) 
 

March 
Sunday 5th  11.00am  Benefice Eucharist at Broughton (NB) 
 
Zoom Services until further notice, for joining instructions please refer to the Benefice 
web site www.wykehambenefice.org.uk  and The Rector or The Rev’d John Tattersall 
 
Sundays (ZOOM) 6.00pm  New look Benefice Evening Worship (NB)       
Wednesdays (ZOOM) 6.00pm  Benefice Evening prayer service (NB) 
 
Tuesdays in Tadmarton Church; 9.00am Morning Prayers 10.00am HC (NB) 
 
Rector: The Rev’d Neil Bowler (NB) Tel: 01295 788005 
The Rev’d John Tattersall (JT) Tel: 01295 780283 
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EDITORIAL BABBLE : 
 

Welcome to the first bi-monthly 2023 edition of The Link.  
I hope that you all had a good Christmas and you are all geared 
up for the new year.  
 

Can I just draw your attention to the change in copy date.  
This has been moved forward to the 15th (yes up to 23:59) 
 

We have a lot going on in the community and it is great that we 
have such support for the Village hall and its events.                
Taddy village hall has a steady schedule of events for children as 
well as adults and you are all very welcome (even if you are not 
from Tadmarton). 
 

We have a new history series starting with the Jan/Feb issue 
(Page 7-10). The series looks at Tadmarton parish boundaries, 
Tadmarton Manor, Economy History, The church and Non Con-
formists. Taken from https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/
oxon/vol9/pp150-159#fnn21  edited to suit our publication by 
Mark Yeomans.  
 

Have you got anything you would lie to share with us or feel is of 
interest I am always looking for articles. 
 

The Wykham Benefice is looking for volunteers to take on the 
delivery of the WB in Swalcliffe and Tadmarton. If you are look-
ing to become healthier,  walking is an excellent way and you 
can be help the community at the same time, interested? please 
contact Chris Dean on 01295 788104 or deanivy@aol.com. 
 
There will be a foodbank collection on the 4th Feb, for more de-
tails see our full article on page 33 
 

Should you have made the decision to volunteer in 2023 please 
consider helping out at your local village hall or as a Cornhill 
Companion. 
 
Wishing you all a beautiful new year,  
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Editor 
Mery Wolke 
Honeystone Cottage 
Lower Tadmarton, nr Banbury 
OX15 5SS 
01295-780451 
tadmartonandswalcliffelink@gmail.com 

 
Advertising Rates 

From 2023  
 

The Link is delivered to 370 
homes in (Lower) Tadmarton, 
Swalcliffe and The Highlands 

The Price for 1 year (6 issues) 
 
Full page 125mm x 185mm £ 72 
½ page     125mm x 90mm   £  43 
¼ page       60mm x 90mm   £  22 
 
Price for a single issue on application. 

The Link is Sponsored by 
 

Christopher Dean & Co  
Horticultural Society                                    Tadmarton Village Hall 
Swalcliffe Church                                         Tadmarton Church 
Swalcliffe Parish Council                             Tadmarton Parish Council 

Advertising Manager and Treasurer 
Julie Lingwood  
Willows End, Lower Tadmarton,  
Banbury OX15 5SS 
Tel: 01295 788813 
jb@lingwood.eu 

Editorial and Advertising 

Swalcliffe contributions: 
 
Charlotte Watkins 
The Old Dairy, Park Lane,  
Swalcliffe.  
Tel: 01295 788045  
chirpie34@hotmail.com 

IMPORTANT! 
Last copy date for the 

March/April  issue is the 
15th of February  

Articles received LATE will 
NOT be included in the next 

issue. 

Tadmarton Parish Councillors 
 
Christine Coles, Parish Clerk    276229 
Jane Fitzpatrick           780451                                              
Paul Higley                                    788447 
Tim Turner  Chair                         780764 
 

 

Swalcliffe Parish Councillors   
  
Christine Coles, Parish Clerk          276229 
Karen Riordan                        07850 403958 
Ken Hodkinson                      07535 701632  
Martin Collett Vice Chair 
Ryan Smith                 01295 788537 
Steve Gandy Chair                07860 397420 
Victoria Taylor                             780206 
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS FOR YOUR FRIDGE !!!!!! 

Emergency  Banbury Police  Oxfordshire Animal sanctu-

999  Non emergency 101 01865 890239 

NHS England  www.thamesvalley.police.uk www.helpwildlife.co.uk 

111 Crime Stoppers  RSPB 

www.nhs.uk 0800 555 111 01767 693690 

Hornton Hospital www.crimestoppers-uk.org RSPCA 

01295 275500 Missing people 0300 1234 999 

Bloxham Surgery  116 000 Wildlife advice 

01295 722788 116000@missingpeople.org.uk 01767 693690 

Bloxham dispensary NaƟonal Stalking Helpline Stray Dogs  

01295 721884 0808 8020300 01295-227007 

Bloxham Dental DomesƟc abuse helpline  01295 221531 (Out of hours) 

01295 721030 0808 2000247 Red wings Horse Sanctuary 

blox.dent@nhs.net Mobility Aids Red cross 01508 481000 

Sibford Surgery 01235 552664 Local Vets 

01295 780213 Government Services  Hook Norton 01608 730085 

Suicide prevenƟon  www.gov.uk Hawthorne 01295 259446 

0800 689 5652 Cherwell council  West bar 01295 262332 

Mind Gen Enq: 01295 227001 Chipping N 01608 642547 

01295-261195 Environment: 01295  227007 Loose CaƩle in road 

Samaritans Highways  Highways , police, farmer 

116123 0300 123 5000 Silverline  

Thames water  Western Power  0800 4708090 

leakline 0800 714614 Faults 0800 6783105 BT Landline Faults  

Blockages 0800 316 9800 General Enq: 0800 0963080 0800 111 4567 

Stagecoach  Johnsons busservice NaƟonal Rail  

0345 8101000 01564 797 070 03457 48 49 50  
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Friendly Secondary School Teacher, available for tuition, loads of 
experience! 

Online or face-to-face, 
based in Shenington.  
Qualified to teach 11+           
, GCSE Maths and 
English;  
with Maths up to  
A-level 

First GCSE lesson 
free.  
DBS check+ references 

Tel./WhatsApp: 
07984 140 739 or  
01295 678 676 
 

 

Tim Clarke, BSc, PGCE, A member of The Coaching Academy, CPD accredited 
coach  Also offering career coaching/ performance coaching for adults.               
Education specialist with Fresh start in Education. 

 clarke.tutoring@btinternet.com                            www.clarketutoring.com 

 

 
                           MENORCA  
                               SON BOU 
 
 

Two- Bedroomed               
Apartment  

Available to rent 
 

Communal Pool & WiFi 
Short walk to 

Restaurants and Beach 

 
For more information 

Contact Margaret: 
 

01295 720168 
Margbill@icloud.com 

 
 
 

Annette Thomas 
 

Freelance Hair &  
Beauty Consultant 

 

Est 1992 
Salon Based 

Free Consultation 
 

01295 721845 
07786 804851 
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Tadmarton lies 5 miles south-west of Banbury. (fn. 1) The ancient parish cov-
ered 2,070 a. in 1801 and there have been no subsequent boundary chang-
es. (fn. 2) Some of the landmarks of an estate granted to Abingdon Abbey in 
the 10th century can still be recognized as the boundary marks of the modern 
parish: Haeslford is the ford by the present Hazelford Mill: the northern bounda-
ry still runs near Haeslburh, an earthwork east of the Shutford road, (fn. 3) Woh 
Burne is the Sor Brook; and Eald Ford may possibly be at Lower Tadmarton 
Mill where Abingdon Abbey had a fulling-mill at the turn of the 13th century. (fn. 
4) The medieval custom of perambulating parish boundaries was kept up into 
the post-Reformation period, but in 1759 the rector complained that this custom 
had been long neglected. (fn. 5) 

The greater part of the parish to the north and south of Upper and Lower 
Tadmarton lies at about 500 ft., but the land drops to 400 ft. along the stream 
beds and rises to 600 ft. on Tadmarton Heath in the south-west, and to 641 ft. 
in the centre of the Iron Age camp there. For the most part the landscape is one 
of undulating hills and heathland, but a couple of small copses were planted in 
the late 19th century, (fn. 6) and there are many elms and oaks in the post-
inclosure hedges. 

The parish lies on the Middle Lias or Lower Oolite strata. The land, composed 
of sand with a subsoil of limestone, is well-watered by streams, and there is 
even now much marsh. The upkeep of bridges has therefore been a constant 
burden. (fn. 7) In 1774, for example, £3 10s. was paid for the repair of the 
'Town Bridge', and nearly £15 for Lower Tadmarton Bridge. (fn. 8) In 1866 the 
latter was pulled down and rebuilt with 3 arches. (fn. 9) The Town Bridge was 
recently rebuilt by the R.D.C. as the old bridge had been partially washed 
away. (fn. 10) 

The chief road in the parish connects Swalcliffe with Bloxham and runs through 
Upper Tadmarton. Lower Tadmarton lies at the junction of this road with a road 
from Wigginton, which follows the line of a prehistoric track going from the Cots-
wolds through Tadmarton Camp to Northampton. Until well into the 19th centu-
ry this route was used by Welsh drovers who could travel for over 100 miles 
without going through a toll-gate. (fn. 11) Eighteenth century records testify to 
the parish's activities in the repair of roads; as many as 22 labourers were en-
gaged in 1768 in mending the highways. (fn. 12) Bridle roads were also im-
portant: one led in 1775 from Tadmarton Field by the ford into Bloxham Field, 
another from Tadmarton village to Lower Fulling Mill in Broughton, another from 
Lower Tadmarton to Milcombe. (fn. 13) 
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The area was settled early: an Iron-Age camp lies c. 1½ mile south-west of the 
village and 2½ miles from Madmarston Camp, which lies just outside the parish 
boundary. Two barrows once lying on the heath north-west of Tadmarton Camp 
have been totally destroyed. (fn. 14) East of the centre of the camp was a medie-
val well, known as Holy Well; nearby, human remains, a spear-head, and Roman 
coins have been found. A spring rises on the hillside there and runs into Lower 
Tadmarton. (fn. 15) In the 20th century part of the heath has been made into a 
golf course and Holywell Farm (dated 1783) has become the club house. 
 

Upper Tadmarton village lies at a height of 400 ft., and its houses stretch for 
about ¼ mile along the main road. The church, the manor-house, the 'Lampet 
Arms', and the school form a nucleus in the north, while the pound and a group 
of farm-houses form another at the south and lower end. The hamlet of Lower 
Tadmarton is sited on a feeder of the Sor Brook about ¼ mile away; its farms 
and cottages are scattered except for a row of cottages and a farm near the 
mill. (fn. 16) The place name may derive from tademere tun, signifying the tun by 
the frog pool, but the early forms suggest that the second element was 
not mere but gemaer, signifying a boundary. (fn. 17) In either case it is likely that 
the ford was the original attraction for settlers, and Lower Tadmarton the earlier 
of the two settlements. 

In the Middle Ages the two villages seem to have been among the smaller ones 
in the hundred. (fn. 18) In 1642 there were 77 subscribers to the Protestation 
Oath, (fn. 19) in 1738 there were said to be c. 30 families at Upper Tadmarton 
and 17 at Lower Tadmarton, and in 1750 the rector recorded 186 males and 153 
females. (fn. 20) The number of houses in the parish rose sharply from 58 in 
1768 to 80 or 90 in 1781. (fn. 21) The population increased from 387 in 1801 to 
450 in 1851, the peak year. (fn. 22) In 1802 Upper Tadmarton had more than 
twice as many inhabitants as its hamlet. (fn. 23) By 1901 numbers were down to 
301 but by 1961 had risen to 386. (fn. 24) 

Both villages still retain much of their 16th- and 17th-century regional character, 
for many of the 26 houses listed for the Hearth Tax of 1665 survive. (fn. 25) Most 
are 2-storied structures of coursed ironstone rubble, sometimes with ashlar 
quoins; they have stone or later brick chimney stacks, casement windows, some 
with stone mullions and square labels, and thatched roofs. Some houses have 
large projecting bread-ovens or stair-cases. Several red-brick cottages with roofs 
of Welsh slate were put up in the 19th century and later. There has been much 
20thcentury building in yellowish brick in the main street and at the Banbury end. 
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The manor-house, now used as a farm-house, never had a resident lord, and 
was probably always leased. (fn. 26) In the 17th century the Pargiters may have 
been the lessees. If so it was a house with 3 hearths in 1665 when there were 
two Robert Pargiters in the village, each assessed for the Hearth Tax on 3 
hearths. (fn. 27) The present house is mainly early-18thcentury, when one wing 
was probably remodelled and the other new built, but in a traditional late17th-
century style. The stone and thatched barn belonging to this house is certainly 
the oldest structure in the village, and must have been built by Abingdon Abbey. 
With its arched brace tie-beams it is similar to the New College 14th-century 
barn at Swalcliffe, but its character and workmanship is more modest and is con-
sidered to be rather later in date. (fn. 28) 

The Old Rectory was by far the largest house in Tadmarton in 1665, when it was 
assessed on 8 hearths. Ruinous in 1802–4, it was rebuilt in 1842 and was later 
described as a 'handsome modern structure'. (fn. 29) Nevertheless, it retains 
much of the earlier house at the back. Both parts are of coursed ironstone rub-
ble; the older part was stone-slated while the new house was roofed with Welsh 
slates. A sundial on the stabling is dated 174 (?). The house was sold in 1946 
and became a private house. (fn. 30) 
 
A large house in Lower Tadmarton, probably identifiable with that assessed on 5 
hearths in 1665, dates partly from the 17th century and still has 2 original stone 
mullioned windows with a square label; the northern half of the house must have 
been rebuilt after its destruction by fire in 1826. (fn. 31) It has a late-17th-century 
dovecot. Old Malthouse Cottage, perhaps the oldest surviving dwelling, is a 16th
- or 17th-century building, originally having a singleroom plan of 1½ story, 2 
rooms serving as a new hall and parlour. There was a cellar beneath the parlour. 
The house was modernized in 1954. (fn. 32) The 'Lampet Arms', which replaced 
the earlier 'Red Lion', (fn. 33) is a large red-brick Victorian structure named after 
Capt. W. L. Lampet, one of Tadmarton's principal landowners in the mid-19th 



10  

 

Footnotes 
1. The following maps were used for this article: O.S. Map 25" Oxon. V. 14, 15, IX. 2, 3, 6, 
7 (1st edn.); ibid. 6" Oxon. IX. (1st edn.); ibid. 1/25,000 SP 33 (1959), SP 43 (1957). 
2. Census, 1801, 1961; O.S. Area Bk. 
3. O.S. Map 25" Oxon. V. 14. 
4. P.N. Oxon. (E.P.N.S.), ii. 407; Chron. Abingdon (Rolls Ser.), i. 192–3, 198. For the mill 
see p. 154. 
5. MS. Oxf. Dioc. d 557. 
6. O.S. Map 25" Oxon. IX. 6 (1st edn.). 
7. O.R.O., Cal. Q. Sess. viii. 
8. MS. Tadmarton Surveyors' accts. in Arkell's MS. Bk. penes Lord Saye and Sele, 
Broughton Castle. 
9. Ibid. 
10. Local information 
11. Beesley, Hist. Banbury, 12. 
12. MS. Surveyors' accts. 
13. O.R.O., S. & F. colln. (uncat.). 
14. V.C.H. Oxon. ii. 316–17, 347. 
15. Ibid. i. 344, 372; O.S. Map 25" Oxon. IX. 6 (1st edn.). 
16. O.S. Map 25" Oxon. IX. 2, 3. 
17. P.N. Oxon. (E.P.N.S.), ii. 406. 
18. See p. 189. 
19. Protestation Ret. 48–9. Actually 80 names are listed but 3 are identical with the 3 pre-
ceding ones. As one of that group bears the unusual Christian name of Organ, it seems 
likely that all 3 were re-copied in error. 
20. Secker's Visit.; Par. Rec., rector's census. 
21. MS. Oxf. Dioc. d 560, c 327. 
22. Census, 1801–51. 
23. MS. Oxf. Dioc. d 567. 
24. Census, 1901–61. 
25. Hearth Tax Oxon. 146–7. 
26. See p. 152. 
27. Robert Pargiter, sen., was 'collector' of the Protestation returns in 1642: Protestation 
Ret. 48; Hearth Tax Oxon. 146–7. 
28. Wood-Jones, Dom. Archit. Banbury Region, 22. 
29. Hearth Tax Oxon. 146; MS. Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 108, ff. 198–200; Gardner, Dir. Oxon. 
(1852). 
30. Local information. 
31. Hearth Tax Oxon. 146–7; MS. Dunkin, 439/1, p. 328. 
32. Wood-Jones, op. cit. 64–67, 209–11. 
33. O.R.O., victlrs' recogs. 
34. Gardner, Dir. Oxon. (1852). 
35. See pp. 158–9. 
36. Gardner, Dir. Oxon. (1852). 
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To help with the Village hall funds we will again be sell-
ing tickets at £6 for the year. Considering the price in-
creases in every other aspect of life, this is a total bar-
gain. So if you are interested please contact Mery wolke 
01295-780451 or Helen Yeomans  01295-780426 

REMEMBER YOU HAVE TO BE IN 
IT TO WIN IT !! 

TADMARTON 250 CLUB WINNERS !! 
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Swalcliffe Church Services for January and February: 
 

Sunday 8th January –     9.30am Holy Communion (led by the Reverend 
Neil Bowler) 
 

Sunday 15th January –   6.00pm BCP Evensong (led by Jocelyn Merris LLM, 
Preacher: the Reverend Neil Bowler) 
 

Sunday 22nd January -   9.30am Holy Communion (led by the Reverend 
Canon John TaƩersall) 
 

Sunday 29th January –   9.30am BCP MaƟns (led by Jocelyn Merris LLM) 
 

Sunday 12th February – 9.30am Holy Communion (led by the Reverend 
Neil Bowler) 
 

Sunday 19th February – 6.00pm BCP Evensong (led by Jocelyn Merris, LLM) 
 

Sunday 26th February – 9.30am Holy Communion (led by the Reverend 
Canon Glyn Evans) 
 

In addiƟon there will be Benefice Eucharists in Sibford at 10.30am on 
Sunday 1st January (led by the Reverend Neil Bowler), in Tadmarton at 
11.00am on Sunday 5th February (led by the Reverend Canon John TaƩer-
sall), in Ewell on Ash Wednesday 22nd February at 7.00pm with imposi-
Ɵon of ashes (led by the Reverend Neil Bowler), and in Broughton at 
11.00am on Sunday 5th March (led by the Reverend Neil Bow-
ler). Morning Prayer is said in the church every Friday at 9.00am. 
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Annalise, 19, available for  
baby sitting in Tadmarton and 

Swalcliffe,  
From £7.50 per hour, 

“Experience of working with young 
children riding at the stables where I 

work part-time” 
 

Please call 01295-780716 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 YEARS TRADE EXPERIENCE 
 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 

ELECTRICAL REPAIRS  
DECORATING 
CARETAKING  

HANDYMAN SERVICES 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE VISIT: 
 

www.rtmpropertymaintenance.com 

 
Linda Morse 

 

Garment and Curtain    
Alterations 

Curtains and Blinds 
made to measure 

 
Collection and         

delivery by  
arrangement 

 
Telephone  

01295-720930 
Email:  

lindamorse@hotmail.co.uk  

PR HANDYMAN 
 SERVICES 

 
For all those odd-jobs 

needed around the home. 
 

Erecting shelves, curtain rails 
to building flat pack furniture. 
All aspects of DIY undertaken. 

No job too small 
A friendly & reliable service 

 at reasonable prices. 
 

Please call Paul on  
01295 722490, or 

07796300238 
Email: paulles-

ter3655@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Also undertaken 
Loft, Garage & Shed Clearances 
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TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL 

  
Well equipped kitchen, tables and chairs available. 

  
Letting rates from £10.00 per hour. 

£6.00 rate for villagers ! 
  

Special all day booking rates.  
Ask US about the stunning interior lining to make that party even 

more special. 
 

Full Audio Visual Equipment now available,  
Ideal for presentations, parties, Private Gaming Nights etc. 

  
To book the hall visit www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk  

Or contact Helen Yeomans on 01295-780426 

 
 

SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL 
 

The newly refurbished village hall 
is available for meetings, fund-raising events, 
functions, classes &amp; children’s parties. 

 
See photos on the village website: www.swalcliffevillage.co.uk 

 
£12 per hour (£10 per hour for villagers) 

Well-equipped kitchen &amp; Audio-visual equipment. 
 

Enquiries to Tracy 01295-780710 
Or tracylean@gmail.com 
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We are now closed for the winter, but look forward to meeting you in the spring . 

 
GRAB YOUR LIMITED  
EDITION,  
TADDY VILLAGE  
JUBILEE BAG FOR 
LIFE. 
 

EVEN MORE SPECIAL 
WITH THE END OF AN 
ERA E 11 R REIGN 
SYMBOL ! 
 
THESE ARE FOR SALE   
FOR ONLY £5.50 EACH  
FROM ANY  
VILLAGE HALL  
COMMITTEE MEMBER  
OR EMAIL:   
TADDYVILLAGEHALL 
@GMAIL.COM 
 

Pඋඈർൾൾൽඌ ංඇ ൺංൽ ඈൿ: 
Tൺൽආൺඋඍඈඇ ඏංඅඅൺൾ 

Hൺඅඅ. Dൾඌංඇ ൻඒ ංඇൽ ඉൾඋආංඌඌංඈඇ ඈൿ  S  Kංඇඌൿඈඋൽ  
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SENIOR LUNCHEON CLUB !! 

 

24, Seniors enjoyed their Annual Christmas 
Lunch. 
Roast Turkey all the trimmings, Christmas 
pud, mince pies, fruits & chocs. 
All complemented with a few glasses of 
wine,  provided by the Village Hall committee 
Big Thankyou from everyone 

 
The next Lunch Club Friday 27th January. 

 
Anyone wishing to join the Club contact. 

shirleywackrill@btinternet.com or 01295-780596 
You will be very welcome  

                     SWALCLIFFE & TADMARTON HORTICULTURAL  
 
                                                          SOCIETY 
 
            At our next meeting we welcome Stuart Phillips who will be talking on: 
                                             '' Water in the Garden'' 
                                      Thursday 9th February 2023 – 7pm. 
                                              Tadmarton Village Hall 
 
At our meeting in March we will be welcoming Tom Duncan who will be telling 
us about: 
                                            ''Helen Dillon's Garden'' 
                                         Thursday 9th March 2023 – 7pm. 
                                             Tadmarton Village Hall 
 
PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW TIMES: 
 
We will be serving refreshments from 7pm followed by the speakers 
at 7.30pm. 
 
Why not come and join us, we have a wide and varied range of topics and 
activities throughout the year and we welcome visitors and new members. 
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Looking for a home from home? 
 

 Sympathetically renovated, fully furnished,  
self catering cottage to let in the quiet village  

location of Lower Tadmarton.  
Only 4 miles from Banbury  

Available for short breaks, or short and 
medium term lets.  

    (Special rates for 6-12 weeks let). 
 

1 double bedroom, 1 Twin bedroom, Living Room with convertible 
corner settee. Upstairs and Downstairs Wet-Rooms, Gorgeous 
kitchen with views over mature gardens, Utility room, Wheel-
chair friendly, Dogs welcome, Cosy Log burner. Temperature con-
trolled electric heating, throughout. Private gardens. Off road 
parking for 1-2 vehicles,  
 

For more information please contact Jane or Mery on:                             

Home: 01295780451, Jane: 07711794133,  Mery: 07794950664 

Email: Lavendercottagelt@gmail.com 

 
NEIL MEGSON 

 
Electrical Services 

 
Tel: .01295 263665  

Mobile 07887 653842 
Email  

meggers1@btinternet.com  
 

Light-Sockets-Extensions 
Re-Wires-New Builds. 

For All of Your 
Domestic Electrical 

Requirements. 
 

FREE ESTIMATES – 
24 HOUR CALL OUT 
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Our monthly Coffee Morning  10 am – 11.30 am 2nd Saturday of the 
month  Saturday 14th January and Saturday 11th February 

Seniors Lunch Club - every 4th Friday of the month.  Contact Shirley on 
780596 for details.  Friday 27th January and Friday 24th February 

Tuesday Coffee Morning - every week 10.30 am to 12 noon.  

Computer Club – 1st Tuesday of the month 10.30 am to 12.30 pm.  
Contact Pat Pierce on 722643 for details.  Tuesday 7th February – NB: no 
Computer Club January. 

Fancy a dance then come along to Tadmarton Folk Dancing Club – 
Tuesdays 7.45pm to 9.45pm. 

Kids Film Club – 2nd Saturday of the month – 3pm 
14th January – Disney Z-O-M-B-I-E-S 
11th February – High School Musical 

Kids & Caffeine - last Saturday of the month 10 am – 12 noon. 

Sew in Company 
Sunday 8th January 1.30pm to 4.30pm 
Sunday 12th February 1.30pm to 4.30pm  

If you wish to make a booking, please do so on our online booking 
system at www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk/village-hall or if you would like 
to join our happy band of volunteers, please contact us. 

Jane Fitzpatrick   jane@leisure-interiors.com 
   Tel: 780451 or 07711 794133 
Helen Yeomans helen@barncroftbook-keeping.co.uk   

Tel: 780426 or 07947 724502 

 or visit www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk 

TADMARTON VILLAGE 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK 
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QUALITY FISH  

DIRECT FROM GRIMSBY 
 

Robert Hill 
Mobile: 07578 195979 

 
Hill42804@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 

Every Thursday at 
Swalcliffe Barn 4.15-4.45pm 

 
Register to get an “ON MY VAN THIS WEEK” email. 
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St Nicholas Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Happy New Year to you all.   
 
I am writing this when the temperature outside is decidedly crisp and well 
below Zero and I am sure we are looking forward to the longer daylight 
hours ahead 
 
We welcomed the Benefice choir for the traditional carol service in De-
cember.  The congregation and choir sang beautifully and the Rev Neil 
gave his thoughts on the Light (Jesus) being welcomed into a broken 
world at Christmas. 
 
During December and the early part of January the nativity scene is on 
display as you walk or drive through the village. This is lit both day and 
night now that we use an LED bulb. 
 
I know it seems a long time ago now but I am pleased to report that we 
were able to send £153 to the Royal British Legion from the Remem-
brance Sunday Service in November. 
Thanks to Steve Kingsford for supplying the wooden crosses with photos 
of the fallen from Tadmarton. 
 
The project to bring WiFi to the church took another step forward with the 
granting of permission from the church authorities. 
 
There are now prayer cards in the church covering many instances when 
you wish to visit to reflect and may not have the words to convey your 
thoughts, these are free to take away 
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Miss T Catering 

 
Miss ’T’ Catering.  Catering 

for events such as:  
Anniversaries, Weddings, 

Christenings, Birthday par-
ties,  

Funerals And private dinner 
parties.  

 
~.~.~  

 
Also available: Cutlery and 

Crockery Hire.  
 

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  
Mob: 07841 910037  Home: 

01295 780206  
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NEW to THE LINK  
 

A MASSIVE THANK YOU !! 
 
We want people to recognise good customer service.  
It’s all too easy to complain about companies/ institutions and 
their staff when they are not providing the customer service we 
would like to see.  
But what do we do about excellent care, helpful advice, great 
quality products, reasonable pricing and so on?  
 
Well we are giving you the opportunity to reward the company  
staff by puĴing them forward for a massive thank you and subseȬ
quently some free advertising in The Link.  
 
We would like to read what exactly they did right and why they 
deserve to be mentioned.  You can email me the details of the 
company, the person who helped you, and how you were 
helped. If the company is not good but the member of staff is, 
they still deserve a mention.  
 
I will start you off: 
 

A MASSIVE THANK YOU !! 
 
To PETE the Postie , who goes out of his way to not only deliver , 
he also collects  from those who are not able to walk to the post 
box , and he provides  a social service by checking up on those 
who are on their own and just want a liĴle chat.   
You are 1 in a million Pete.  
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CODEWORDS   
are like crossword 
puzzles - but have 
no clues! Instead, 
every letter of the 
alphabet has been 
replaced by a 
number, the same 
number represent-
ing the same letter 
throughout the 
puzzle. All you 
have to do is de-
cide which letter is 
represented by 
which number! 
To start you off, 
we reveal the 
codes for two or 
three letters. 
When you've filled 
in these letters 
throughout the 
puzzle, you'll have 
enough clues to 
start guessing 
words and discov-
ering other letters. 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

Answers can be found on Page  

 
TADDY FILM CLUB  

Last Saturday of the month 7.30pm -10pm 
Matinee Following Wednesday 1.30pm - 4pm  

 
New membership year from January £18 

PAYG £2 
 

28 January Fisherman’s friends 2 
 

25 February Mrs Harris goes to Paris  



28  

 

Pilates in Sibford 
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc. 

 

  ON-LINE CLASSES AVAILABLE  
SUITABLE FOR ALL LEVELS  

 

Master Mat & Studio Teacher Offers: 
 

· Bespoke One to One and Duet 
Studio Sessions, 

            Training on specialised  
            Pilates Equipment; 
            Reformers, Chairs, Barrels           
     and Cadillac. 
· Small group Mat work classes, 

incorporating small equipment   
                  
 For all levels from beginners 
to advanced  

  
T: 01295 780279  
Mobile: 07905 953300 
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
E: madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
 

MULLINS 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

CONTRACTORS 
 

Domestic & Commercial 
Interior & Exterior 

Fully insured 
Competitive pricing 

References available 
Free quotations 

We also provide general 
maintenance to 

your home or office. 
         TEL: 07815 288909 
                01295 720006  
 
WEBSITE:   mullinsdecor.co.uk 

EMAIL:       lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk 

N.D. SMITH 
Carpenter & Joiner 

Specializing in quality joinery 
work 

Windows, doors, stairs, roofs, 
Loft conversions, 

Conservatories, etc. 
 

All aspects of building work  
undertaken, from small   

extensions to  
new house  building and  

Barn  conversions. 
 

All work carried out by  
qualified tradesmen 

 

TEL: 01295 780970 
nicksmith.tadmarton@btinternet.com 

For Free estimates and  
advice 
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WELCOME TO TADMARTON  
 
 

If you have recently  
moved into Tadmarton, 

 or if you know someone who 
is a new arrival.  

 
He will be delighted to call 

with one of the “Welcome to  
Tadmarton” leaflets. 

 
Please contact  
Tim Turner on  
01295 780764      

 

 
David lovesey Rural Services 

Total Grass Care 

Moss & Weed Control 

Mowing, Scarifying, etc. 

Also Mower Servicing at Sensible Rates 

Tel: 01295-788298 

07984 879891 

Email: davidlovesey@gmail.com 

Have you got a pile of “I will deal with that later”? 
Does tomorrow never come for your unopened post? 
Has your desk disappeared from vision? 
Has paperwork become a daunting task. 

 
Do you wish for a Mary Poppins miracle? 

Consider: “Mery Pops in”. 
 

I have 30 years of experience in running a small business and know exactly how it 
goes. 
                      WHAT I DO: I GIVE YOU BACK CONTROL. 
 
 I will “pop in” once or twice weekly, monthly or annually or whenever required 
(Subject to availability). 
I will tidy your desks., Sort and file your paperwork both physical and digital. 
Clear your clutter, Organise your office to maximise efficiency. 
 

THE BENEFITS: 
You will be able to prioritise important matters. 
Create a better first impression, so customers and suppliers will take you seriously  
Accessing important documents, as and when you need them, will save you valuable 
time, and lets you concentrate on the job in hand. .  
Improved office hygiene significantly reduces stress and is one less worry to take 
home. 

Call or email now to make that  change:  
07794-950664 or   merypopsin@gmail.com 
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Swalcliffe 
   Bridge              
      Group 
 
 
 
Do you play bridge? Have you played in the past, but are now 
slightly rusty and need to refresh your technique? Or perhaps you 
have never played, but would like to start…. 
 
Whatever your level of experience - or none- if you would like to 
play, do think about joining the Swalcliffe bridge group.  
We are a very friendly, informal group of players at very different 
levels, who play a light hearted game in “The Stag’s Head” every 
Monday afternoon.  
 
Expert tuition is on hand if required and tea and cake is provided. 
If you are interested, please phone Jenny Bell on 780129, or just 
turn up at “The Stag’s Head” at 2.30 on any Monday afternoon.  
 
Whatever your level, with or without a partner, you will be very wel-
come. 
 
Jenny Bell 
On behalf of the Swalcliffe bridge group 
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 NEW TIMETABLE. Stagecoach Bus-services between Stratford and Banbury. 
0345 241 8000  email: midlands.enquiries@stagecoachbus.com 

Website: https://www.stagecoachbus.com/about/oxfordshire 

75+75A+75B  Mon- Sat 
Mon-Sat 
Term Ɵme 

Sat Half term Mon-Sat Mon-Sat Saturday 

Straƞord       
(Nat West) 

0602 0730  1015 |  

Straƞord    
(Mac Donalds) 

0604 0732 0752 1017 1315 1638 

Eƫngton  0618 |  1031 |  
Halford  0627 |  1040 |  
Alderminster | | 0805 | 1328 1651 
Shipston 
(Garage) 

0640 0821 0821 1053 1343 1713 

Lower Brailes  0648 0829 0829 1101 1351 1723 

Sibford Gower  0656 0836 0837 1109 1359 1731 

Sibford Ferris  0657 0837 0838 1110 1400 1732 
Swalcliffe 
church  

0700 0839 0841 1113 1403 1735 

Tadmarton 
Church  

0701 0840 0843 1115 1405 1737 

Lower 
Tadmarton  

0704 0845 0845 1117 1407 1739 

Broughton 0708 0849 0850 1121 1412 1744 
Banbury  Bus 
StaƟon Bay 2 

0718 0900 0900 1131 1422 1754 

75+75A+75B Saturday Mon-Fri 
Mon-Fri 

Term Ɵme 
Saturday Mon-Sat  

 
Banbury Bus 
StaƟon  Bay 2 

1135 1140 1435 1435 1740 
 

Broughton 11445 1150 1442 1442 1747  
Lower 
Tadmarton  

1150 1154 1445 1445 1750 
 

Tadmarton 
church  

1152 1156 1447 1447 1752 
 

Swalcliffe 
Church  

1154 1158 1449 1449 1754 
 

Sibford Ferris  1157 1201 1452 1452 1757  
Sibford Gower  1158 1202 1453 1453 1758  
Lower Brailles 1207 1211 1502 1502 1808  
Shipston  Garage 1216 1220 1511 1511 1818  
Halford  1228 1232 | 1523 1828  
Eƫngton  1234 1243 | 1529 1834  
Straƞord       
(Mac Donalds) 

1246 1254 1602 1541 1847  
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Birthstone:  Garnet 
Flower: Snowdrop 
 
"New year—new verse, a new chapter, or just the same 
old story? Ultimately we write it. The choice is ours”.    
(Alex Morritt.) 

 "January brings the snow, makes our feet and fingers 
glow." (Sara Coleridge.)  

 

Birthstone:  Amethyst 
Flower: Primrose 
 
“In February there is everything to hope for and noth-
ing to regret.”  (Patience Strong.) 

“In the coldest February, as in every other month in 
every other year, the best thing to hold on to in this 
world is each other.” (Linda Ellerbee.) 
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FOODBANK NEWS  
 

We will be collecting for the Banbury Foodbank on  SATURDAY                 

We are looking for people who will be able to help with the collection and  sort-
ing on the day. 
 
We are looking for: 
Tinned fruit 
Tinned vegetables Including Potatoes 
Tinned fish (variety not just sardines please) 
Tinned Tomatoes 
Biscuits, Deserts, Choclolates 
Microwavable rice and pasta sachets. 
Pasta and rice Sauces. 
Toothpaste and toothbrushes (Singles) 
Deodorants, 
Shaving foams 
Shampoo, soap, conditioner  
UHT Milk 
 
Be respectful when donating we do not hand out: OUT of DATE foods opened 
packs (unless individually wrapped) items or collect fresh or frozen foods due to 
the lack of suitable storage facilities. 
We can collect winter clothing, (Coats, gloves, hats,) sleeping bags washed and 
in good condition  
Consider animal welfare and the environment if possible when donating. 
 
If donating money: Cheque to The peoples church/ Banbury foodbank  
By Transfer : SC: 20-03-84    ACC: 20141224  
Cash in closed envelope with your name on the back please  
Indicate if you need a receipt for tax purpose please. 
 

4TH FEBRUARY 

    10am and 12am 
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Codeword solution Jan/Feb 2023 

FESTIVE FIESTA 
A big thank you to everyone who purchased 
raffle tickets,  
donated tombola prizes and  
attended our Festive Fiesta.   
 
It was lovely to see some many people enjoying 
the fabulous  
festive atmosphere. 
The event was a great success, and we raised a 
grand total of £1,437 towards village hall funds.   

Thank you!! 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES 
Also Open to Non Advertisers  £10.00 per annum. 

 
ACCOUNTANT 
Christopher Dean & Co.  Tax advice VAT, Year End.            01295 788104   
  
AGRICULTURAL SERVICES 
David Lovesey. Rural Services, Lawns to  Fields               01295 788298 
 
BEAUTY AND WELLBEING 
Annette Thomas. Hair & Beauty in your own home.            01295 721845 
International Dance with Tracy Lean                     01295 780710 
Pilates at Sibford  with Madeleine                      01295 780279 
David Cuts Hair                                 01869 346910 
 
CAR VALETING 
Ian Birch                                       07780-001115 
 
CARPENTER 
N.D.Smith. Quality Joinery work.                       01295 780970 
 
CATERING and FOOD SUPPLIES  
Gill Judd. Hire of China & return dirty.                   01295 780243 
Miss T Catering. Catering Parties, Celebrations.              01295 780206 
 
CHILD CARE 
Babysitter Annalise Kingsford                                                 01295 780716 
 
CLEANING SERVICES  
Upstairs Downstairs Domestic Cleaning Services                                     07984-645368 
 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 
Your local qualified chimney sweep—Jonathan Perry             07557 058051 
 
ELECTRICAL 
Neil Megson. All electrical work.                      01295 263665 
 
FISH  
Grimsby Fish                                  07578 195979 
  
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
Quarry Nurseries vegetables, border and baskets                         07903 655267 
Golf Course Gardens                                                                                                07867-560958 
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GARMENT ALTERATIONS AND CURTAINS MADE 
Linda Morse—garments, curtains and blinds made                          01295 720930 
 
HOLIDAY LETS 
Linda Lane—Cottage in Cornwall                                01295 780242 
Jane Fitzpatrick—Cottage in lower Tadmarton                                                         01295 780451 
Margaret                                                                                                                     01295-720168 
 
 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 
C.A. Berger. Interior, Exterior Painting & Carpentry.                        01295 738633 
Mullins. Interior & Exterior.                                   01295 264117 
Noah’s Ark. Bespoke murals, Exterior & Interior decorating.                    01295 811026 
PR Handyman services help with your home                             01295 722490 
RTM Property Maintenance                                                                                       07484 846630 
 
OVEN CLEANING 
Cookerburra Oven Cleaning Services  –  Banbury                          01295 277789   
 
 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
David Butler plumbing and heating                                01295 780668 
PLT Plumbing all domestic plumbing                              01295 368150  
Adam Lawrence , ADROX                                 07540 850491 
 
SCHOOLS 
Sibford School. Independent co-educational                             01295 781203 
Sibford Gower Endowed Primary                                01295 780270 
Swalcliffe Park School for Boys with Autism                                  01295 780302 
 
STOVES 
Iron and Wood. Wood Burning stove centre.                             01295 253916 
 
 
 

Are you running your own business and thinking about advertising? 
 

Why not consider our local link. 
Anyone advertising in The Link will get a presence on our website 

with an optional direct link to their website or Facebook page. 

 
There is also an option to only advertise in the directory for £10 per  

annum. 
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08-01-23 Crafting in company  P39 12-02-23 Crafting in company  P39 

14-01-23 Coffee Morning  P19 15-02-23 Copy Date March Link  P3 

14-01-23 Kids Film Club  P21 24-02-23 Senior \luncheon  P17 

21-01-23 Burns Supper Swalcliffe P 38 25-02-23 Kids and caffeine P21 

24-01-23 Senior luncheon  P17 25-02-23 Taddy Film Club  P27 

28-01-23 Kids Craft Club  P21 01-03-23 Taddy Matinee P27 

28-01-23 Taddy Film Club  P27 07-03-23 Computer club  P19 

01-02-23 Taddy Matinee P27 09-03-23 Horti Meeting  P17 

07.02.23 Computer Club  P19 11-03-23 Coffee morning  p19 

09.02.23 Horti show  P17 11-03-23 Kids film Club P21 

11.02.23 Coffee morning  P19 25-03-23 Kids Craft Club  P21 

11-02-23 Kids Film Club  P21 25-03-23 Taddy Film Club  P19 

What's on! 
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 CRAFT IN  

COMPANY ! 

 

 

Our local Craft In Company group meets each second Sunday 
afternoon of the month.  Our next shared session is on Janu-
ary 8th . 

Please drop in at any time between 1.30pm and 4.30pm with 
items / patterns that you need advice for towards making, 
re-purposing, altering or repairing. 

Our past sessions have introduced and will continue to ex-
plore, the many skills which are listed here: 

Recognising what materials are good to be used in the differ-
ent crafting applications. 
Using the correct tools for the job 
Reading patterns and Helpful hints. 
How to use an overlocker 
Shirring, Angelina fibre 
 

When you think about crafting think of:  
Making curtains and blinds, school costumes (World Book 
Day), Clothes alterations, Bag making, Scrunchies 
Sashiko – Japanese embroidery, knitted clothing, Crochet, 
Yarn and Wool craft. 
 

Craft magazine swap and pattern book library. 
 

Come and see us in action and enjoy a cuppa and a biscuit in 
a warm and welcoming hall whilst you are here. 
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CORNHILL COMPANIONS 
 
Would you like to make friends with an 
older person and meet up with them once a 
week for a conversation or take them out to 
the shops or to a cafe?  
Half an hour of your help and friendship 
each week could make a remarkable differ-
ence to someone's life. 
 
Please ring 07763207780 or 01295 264214 
 
Email:  
cornhillcc@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 
 
Website:  
www.cornhillcompanions.org.uk 
 
Registered charity number  
1015988 (England and Wales) and  
SC038924 (Scotland) 


