
   

 

The Link July/Aug 2023 
News and information covering Tadmarton and Swalcliffe 

Tadmarton Village Website 
 

www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk 

Swalcliffe Village Website 
 

www.swalcliffevillage.co.uk  

Photos supplied by Lindsey 
Smith. 
 

Want to know more about the 
stunning Red Kite? 
 

Read up on these magnificent 
birds on page: 19 
 
Or 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-
wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/red-
kite/ 
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Bird Box Camera at Ivy Cottage 

 
I previously had an old bird box camera but it produced a very 
poor picture transmitted to a TV in my office.  Radio signals do 
not like these thick ironstone walls. 
 
This year I got a brand new camera which plugged from the 
bird box straight into my router so I can view progress any time 
on my iPad.  It has been an absolute delight to follow this Great 
Tit family from eggs to chicks to fully grown birds. 
 
Both parents constantly fly in with caterpillars and all manner 
of insects.  Some of which hardly fit down the chicks’ throats. 
It is sad when suddenly there is one less chick as the weakest 
one perished, normally overnight.  We started off with 7 eggs 
and they did all hatch but at time of writing we are down to 4 
but they all look strong and will probably fly by 16 June which 
will be 19 days from being an egg. 
 
Great Tits sometimes have 2 broods and this box has been used 
by sparrows later in the year so let’s hope for more excitement. 
Another point of interest for us was a buzzard nesting just 
across the valley Sadly the pair chose a tree which came into 
leaf and obscured our view just as the chicks hatched.  We do 
catch glimpses of the brood but are not able to get any photos. 
 
Chris Dean 
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The Price for 1 year (6 issues) 
 
Full page 125mm x 185mm £ 72 
½ page     125mm x 90mm   £  43 
¼ page       60mm x 90mm   £  22 
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St Nicholas Church 

By the time you read this Rev Neil Bowler will have left the Benefice to return 
North to help care for his father.  We will miss his cheerful presence and 
especially the stories about his cheeky nephew.  We all wish him well in his 
new role in Bridlington 

We held our APCM on 30 April when John Whitney stepped down as 
Churchwarden.  Our thanks (especially mine) to him for many years of help 
and support for the church.  In recognition the PCC presented him with a 
Standard Rose for the garden.  Luckily John is staying on the PCC so we will 
not be losing his wise advice and help. 

Our finances are still sound although we spent £7,649 of our reserves on 
creating the space around the font.  This has allowed the hymn books and 
service sheets to be handed out away from the entrance door.  Thank you 
Rev Neil for wielding the screwdriver to achieve this. 

We have 24 names on the electoral roll which is the same as 2021. 

We now have WIFI installed in the church and thanks go to the village hall for 
sharing their router by means of a wireless link from the hall to the church.  
Just a few tweaks and this will be a very useful tool for Mission and Outreach. 
This will be really helpful for the less mobile of the congregation in the village 
and indeed wider Benefice 

Jennifer Brown has kindly made some altar covers which look fantastic and 
hopefully there is enough room in this edition for a photo. 

Looking forward we are arranging a led walk to raise funds on Sunday 
afternoon on 13 August.  We will be walking 6 miles through our beautiful 
countryside between Epwell, Sibford and Taddy churches.  Anyone interested 
in joining us can contact me on 788104   

With the departure of Rev Neil we begin a process of finding a new Rector 
which may well take up to a year.  In the meantime Rev John Tattersall has 
managed to find retired clergy to lead all but one of our services for the next 
6 months and will of course be batting himself on quite a few occasions! 

Chris Dean 
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Linda Morse 

 

Garment and Curtain    
Alterations 

Curtains and Blinds 
made to measure 

 
Collection and         

delivery by  
arrangement 

 
Telephone  

01295-720930 
Email:  

lindamorse@hotmail.co.uk  

N.D. SMITH 
Carpenter & Joiner 

Specializing in quality joinery 
work 

Windows, doors, stairs, roofs, 
Loft conversions, 

Conservatories, etc. 
 

All aspects of building work  
undertaken, from small   

extensions to  
new house  building and  

Barn  conversions. 
 

All work carried out by  
qualified tradesmen 

 

TEL: 01295 780970 
nicksmith.tadmarton@btinternet.com 

For Free estimates and  
advice 
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CHURCH 
The earliest evidence for the existence of a church in Tadmarton is early Norman work in 
the church building. (fn. 140) Tithes in Tadmarton were held by Abingdon Abbey in 
1146. (fn. 141) The advowson was in the hands of the abbey until it was surrendered to 
the Crown in 1538. (fn. 142) Later in that year Charles, Duke of Suffolk, was given li-
cence to alienate it to Sir Thomas Pope (fn. 143) in whose family it remained until sold 
after 1660 with the manor, the descent of which it followed until the early 18th centu-
ry. (fn. 144) In 1715 the advowson was sold to Christopher Widmore; by 1730 it was in 
the hands of Mrs. Brideoake who conveyed it in that year to Ralph Brideoake, Fellow of 
New College, Oxford and his heirs. By will of 1761 Ralph settled the advowson on Jane 
Payne and her daughter, Elizabeth Farebrother. Jane and Elizabeth settled two-thirds of 
the advowson on Matthew Woodford, Jane Payne's nephew, and one-third on Elizabeth 
Farebrother. (fn. 145) In 1762 Elizabeth Farebrother and her husband conveyed their 
third share to Matthew Woodford. (fn. 146) By 1780 Matthew Woodford, presumably the 
son of Matthew and Mary Woodford, presented himself to the living. (fn. 147) In 1789 he 
sold the advowson to Henry Harrison. (fn. 148) By 1790 it was held by Thomas and El-
eanor Harrison who sold it in 1805 to Worcester College, Oxford, (fn. 149) which still 
retained it in 1962. (fn. 150) 

In 1546 the Bishop of Oxford collated, presumably by lapse, and in 1590 John Standish 
of Bold (Lancs.) presented. (fn. 151) On a number of occasions thereafter the Popes and 
their successors granted turns to others. In 1615, for example, Thomas Sacheverell of 
Leicester presented his son Ambrose (fn. 152) and in 1702 and 1720 Michael and Nich-
olas Woodhull made successive presentations. (fn. 153) In 1814 the Revd. Bartholomew 
Churchill, lord of Tadmarton manor, held the next turn. He is reported to have broken 
into the rectory-house in the absence of the curate in order to examine the property. (fn. 
154) 

In 1291 and 1341 the rectory was valued at £8 and in 1536 at £18. (fn. 155) The rector 
was assessed at £22 in the clerical subsidy of 1526, (fn. 156) a high rate compared with 
neighbouring parishes, and in 1615 the rectory was valued at £66 8s. 4d. (fn. 157) By 
1883 the gross value was £436, the net value £392; (fn. 158) the income was derived 
from rents of the glebe (gross rental £375), surplice fees (£1), and the value of the house 
and gardens (£60). In 1931, when the glebe had been considerably diminished, the net 
income was £350. (fn. 159) 

¶In the 12th century Abingdon Abbey took some at least of Tadmarton's tithes: its right 
to them was confirmed by the Pope in 1146, 1152, and 1200. (fn. 160) In the early 13th 
century the abbey appears to have accepted pensions of 40s. for the demesne tithes 
and 48s. 4d. for the rector's tithes. (fn. 161) The rector's pension was confirmed by Bish-
op Hugh of Welles and both pensions were confirmed in 1401. (fn. 162) They were still 
being paid to the abbey in 1536 (fn. 163) but passed after the Dissolution to Sir Thomas 
Pope. (fn. 164) He was licensed in 1555 to put £3 18s. 4d. from the rectory to the en-
dowment of Durham College, Oxford, (fn. 165) and this sum was still paid to Trinity Col-
lege in 1962. (fn. 166) The rectory was also charged in the 17th century with a payment 
of 3s. 4d. to New College, Oxford, the origin of which is unknown. The tenant of 
Swalcliffe rectory was receiving it for the college in 1663–74. (fn. 167) At inclosure in 
1776 the rector received 3 allotments for tithes, totalling 328½ a. (fn. 168) His subse-
quent request to the patron for a contribution of £200–£300 towards the cost of the new 
buildings at the rectorial farm was declined. (fn. 169) 
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A terrier of the glebe in 1676 gave no total acreage but a century later it was said to be 2 
yardlands. (fn. 170) There was some doubt about the location of the glebe in 1759 when 
the rector suggested that the terrier be kept in the 'public chest' and that the bounds be 
inspected every 3 years, a long-neglected custom. (fn. 171) He repeated the suggestion 
in 1768, since the terrier was inadequate and out-of-date. (fn. 172) In 1776 the rector 
was allotted 54 a. for glebe which, with the tithe allotment, made up a compact estate of 
462½ a. adjoining the rectory-house. (fn. 173) He was empowered to grant leases of up 
to 21 years, with the patron's consent. (fn. 174) Shortly before inclosure the glebe had 
been mortgaged to pay for new buildings and in 1788 the lands awarded for tithe 
(Holywell and Parsonage farms) were mortgaged for £300 to Matthew Woodford, patron 
and rector. (fn. 175) By 1920 more than 100 a. of glebe had been sold and in 1946 the 
last of the glebe was sold with the rectoryhouse (fn. 176). 

In 1277 the Rector of Tadmarton was cited in the archbishop's court for not being or-
dained priest within a year of institution. (fn. 177) At least 6 of the medieval rectors were 
graduates (fn. 178) but it is clear that some of the more distinguished were non-resident. 
After vacating Tadmarton Master Geoffrey Crukadan became a proctor at the Roman 
curia; (fn. 179) Master John Blodwell was much at Rome while still Rector of Tadmarton 
(1413–c. 1419), (fn. 180) and John Incent, D.C.L., was at one time a royal chaplain and 
Wolsey's vicar general. (fn. 181) He paid a curate £5 6s. 8d. (fn. 182) 

Thurstan Standish was instituted in 1546 and held the living through the Tudor religious 
changes until his death in 1590. (fn. 183) His successor, John Crayker (d. 1614), who 
held Broughton rectory until 1596, (fn. 184) was resident and farmed his glebe; at his 
death his goods were valued at the comparatively large sum of £240 which included £10 
worth of books. (fn. 185) Ambrose Sacheverell (d. 1647) was probably resident in his 
early years. His family seem to have been lessees of the manor and many Sacheverell 
children were baptized in Tadmarton between 1617 and 1630. (fn. 186) His goods were 
sequestrated on the day of his death for assisting the king in the previous year. (fn. 
187) Cresswell Whateley (1647–82) (fn. 188) and his successor Thomas Oldys (1682–
1720) (fn. 189) also appear to have been resident. 

¶The only 18th-century rector to make more than formal replies to the visitation articles 
was Robert Harrison (1745–80), described by Thomas Warton as his 'learned and in-
genious friend'. During his ministry the church building was kept in repair, (fn. 190) there 
were only 3 regular absentees from services, and the number of communion services 
rose from 3 to 4 a year. (fn. 191) He attributed the decline in the number of communi-
cants from 20–25 in 1759 to 16–20 in 1768 to the 'continued mistranslation of a certain 
celebrated text' in the Bible. (fn. 192) He originally catechized for as long as 6 months a 
year. In later years he took another cure at Broughton in 1771 and appointed a curate in 
Tadmarton. The period of catechizing was then reduced. (fn. 193) He reported that he 
said prayers on Holy Days if he could get a congregation and that he had been warned 
that his proposal to take an offertory would prevent most of his regular communicants 
from attending. (fn. 194) Harrison carefully safeguarded the rectory estate, (fn. 
195) made sure that a perambulation of the parish boundaries was carried out triennial-
ly, (fn. 196) preserved what was left of the town stock, (fn. 197) and in 1750 made a cen-
sus of his parish. (fn. 198) His immediate successors were non-resident and for 30 years 
Tadmarton seems to have been left largely to the care of poorly paid and transitory cu-
rates. (fn. 199) Despite increasing population the number of communicants in 1784 was 
only 10; it was said there were 24 in 1802 but only 12 in 1805. (fn. 200) 
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Church life revived with the institution in 1810 of John Keen, son of the previous incum-
bent. (fn. 201) Communicants numbered 60 in 1811 and c. 90 in 1817, and a Sunday 
school was started. (fn. 202) The revival proved temporary. There was trouble over 
church rates in 1814, the Sunday school was temporarily discontinued, and communi-
cants declined to 30 in 1820 and rose only to between 40 and 50 in 1823. (fn. 203) A 
new rectory-house, however, was built in 1842 and Tadmarton once more obtained resi-
dent rectors. (fn. 204) Since 1946 the living has been held with Broughton. (fn. 205) 

The small church of ST. NICHOLAS comprises a nave and chancel, both with north 
aisles, and a western tower. (fn. 206) The 12th-century church was on the same plan, 
except that there is no evidence of a tower. Of the original building there remains the 
north nave arcade, some blocked arches on the north side of the chancel, and the inter-
nal jambs of a low-side window on the south side. The church was enlarged in the 13th 
century: an Early English chancel arch was inserted within the Romanesque one, the 
chancel was largely rebuilt, and the nave aisle was rebuilt on a larger scale. The nave of 
3 bays was lengthened to the westward by the addition of a narrow arch to the nave 
arcade; and the existing tower was built. 

At a later date new windows were inserted in the walls: those in the chancel are the ear-
liest, being in the Transitional style between late Decorated and Perpendicular; the rest 
are Perpendicular. The walls of the nave were raised and clerestory windows were in-
serted in the south wall; a new window seems to have been inserted at the west end of 
the north aisle but was blocked up subsequently; low-pitched roofs to the nave and aisle 
were built; the upper stage of the tower was added; and the original belfry windows were 
blocked. 

No major structural changes appear to have been made before the restoration of 1893. 
Faculties for Richard Brideoake's vault and another one were obtained in 1692 and 
1693; (fn. 207) a gallery was added at the west end and the tower arch blocked up, (fn. 
208) probably in the late 18th century; the chancel was repaired c. 1780; some work was 
carried out on the porch, roof, and north side of the church in 1808; (fn. 209) and some 
new pews of painted deal with doors were added in 1825. (fn. 210) The porch was re-
built in 1850 and the north aisle leaded in 1852. (fn. 211) 

¶A report on the church in 1867 stated that it 'much needed the work of the diocesan 
architect', (fn. 212) but it was not until 1891 when the church had 'sadly fallen into decay' 
that plans were made for a general restoration. The architects were Milne and Hall of 
London, the builder J. S. Kimberley of Banbury. (fn. 213) It was proposed to restore the 
roofs of the nave and the north aisle, provide new floors and stair-case in the tower, re-
move the west gallery, open up the tower arch, make a new vestry in the tower, repair 
the mullions of the nave window which had subsided, remove all the interior plaster, and 
add a new door to the principal entrance. The pews, of which some high deal ones 
reached half-way up the chancel arch, were to be removed and replaced with chairs. (fn. 
214) All this work was carried out in 1893. (fn. 215) When the plaster was stripped from 
the chancel the original Romanesque arches were exposed. 

Electricity was installed in 1916. (fn. 216) 

The 13th-century font with its vigorous row of grotesque heads remains. (fn. 217) An 
aumbry was placed in the east wall of the chancel in 1947. (fn. 218)  
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There is a communion table of 1635; the pulpit, lectern, prayer desk, and pews date from 
the 19th century, but some carved bench ends of late medieval date were preserved as 
J. O. Scott considered them 'exceptionally good'. (fn. 219) The parish chest dates from 
the 17th century. The arms of George IV hang over the tower arch. 

The following are among those commemorated: Mary Whateley (d. 1657), the wife of the 
rector; (fn. 220) and L. C. M. Gibbs (d. 1955) of Tadmarton Manor. A stained glass win-
dow was inserted by Mowbray of Oxford in 1916. (fn. 221) 

There is a ring of 6 bells, of which 4 were originally cast in the early 17th century and 
one in 1761. Two of the 17th-century bells were recast in 1923 and 1939 and the treble 
was added in 1947. The sanctus bell was restored to its original position in 1893. (fn. 
222) 

The church has a silver paten and chalice of 1569. (fn. 223) 

The registers are complete from 1548. (fn. 224) 
 
 
140. The 'church-houses' mentioned in 1104 may have been connected with Abingdon Abbey 

rather than Tadmarton church: Chron. Abingdon (Rolls Ser.), ii. 136–7. 
141. Bodl. MS. Lyell 15, ff. 15–16. 
142. C.P. 25(2)/34/228/Hil. 29 Hen. VIII. 
143. L. & P. Hen. VIII, xiii(2), p. 495. 
144. See p. 152. Sir Thomas Pope was licensed to endow Durham College, Oxf. with the advow-
son in 1555, but this was not effected: Cal. Pat. 1554–5, 90–91. 
145. Worc. Coll. Mun. Mr. J. Campbell kindly supplied notes on the college muniments. 
146. Ibid. 
147. MS. Top. Oxon. c 42(1), f. 53. 
148. Worc. Coll. Mun. 
149. Ibid. 
150. Ex inf. the Bursar, Worc. Coll. 
151. O.A.S. Rep. (1916), 53. Sir Thomas Pope is said to have assigned the advowson to his 
brother John, 'naturalis pater', of John Standish. 
152. MS. Oxf. Dioc. c 264. 
153. Bacon, Liber Regis, 799. 
154. MS. Oxf. Dioc. c 662, ff. 2–3. 
155. Tax Eccl. (Rec. Com.), 31; Inq. Non. (Rec. Com.), 128; Valor Eccl. (Rec. Com.) ii. 163. 
156. Subsidy 1526, 269. 
157. MS. Dunkin, 438/2, f. 153. There is no indication whether the value was gross or net. 
158. MS. Oxf. Dioc. c 2042, surveyor's rep. 1883. 
159. Worc. Coll. Mun. 
160. Bodl. MS. Lyell 15, ff. 15–16. 
161. Chron. Abingdon (Rolls Ser.), ii. 299, 328. 
162. Bodl. MS. Lyell 15, f. 52; Cal. Papal Reg. v. 353 where the pension is stated to be 30s.; 
cf. Feud. Aids, vi. 377 where it is said to be £4. 
163. Valor Eccl. (Rec. Com.), ii. 163; cf. Subsidy 1526, 269. 
164. L. & P. Hen. VIII, xx(1), p. 216. 
165. Cal. Pat. 1554–5, 90–91; V.C.H. Oxon. iii. 244. 
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166. For a payment in 1805 see MS. Top. Oxon. c 449. 
167. Woodward's Progress, 89, 90, 92. 
168. O.R.O., incl. award. 
169. Worc. Coll. Mun. 
170. MS. Oxf. Archd. Oxon. b 41; O.R.O., incl. award. 
171. MS. Oxf. Dioc. d 557. 
172. Ibid. d 560. 
173. O.R.O., incl. award. 
174. Tadmarton Incl. Act, 15 Geo. III, c 77 (priv. act). 
175. MS. Oxf. Archd. Oxon. b 26. 
176. Kelly's Dir. Oxon. (1920); Worc. Coll. Mun. 
177. Rot. Graves, 232. 
178. MS. Top. Oxon. d 460: list of medieval rectors: Emden, O.U. Reg. 
179. Emden, O.U. Reg. 
180. Ibid. 
181. Ibid. 
182. Subsidy 1526. 
183. O.A.S. Rep. 1916, 53; Par. Rec., reg. 
184. See p. 98. 
185. MS. Wills Oxon. 11/5/23. 
186. Par. Rec., reg. 
187. Cal. Cttee. for Compounding, iii. 1732. 
188. A large number of his children were baptized at Tadmarton: Par. Rec., reg. 
189. He signed the affidavits for burial in wool up to 1685; Par. Rec., reg. 
190. MS. Oxf. Dioc. d 557. When so many churches were in bad repair he was ordered only to 
supply a communion cloth and copies of the commandments &c. 
191. Ibid. d 557, d 560. 
192. Ibid. 
193. Ibid. d 567, c 654, b 37. 
194. Ibid. d 557. 
195. See p. 156. 
196. MS. Oxf. Dioc. d 557. 
197. See p. 153. 
198. Par. Rec., reg., note on fly-leaf. 
199. MS. Oxf. Dioc. c 327, f. 287; c 654, ff. 156–8; Worc. Coll. Mun. 
200. MS. Oxf. Dioc. b 37, d 567, d 569. 
201. MS. Oxf. Dioc. c 659, f. 127. 
202. Ibid. d 573, d 577. 
203. MS. Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 108, f. 218; MS. Oxf. Dioc. d 573, d 577. 
204. Worc. Coll. Mun. 
205. MS. Oxf. Dioc. c 2042. 
206. For an early-19th-century account of the building see Beesley, Hist. Banbury, 139. 
207. MS. Oxf. Dioc. c 456, f. 69; c 105, f. 59; cf. Par. Rec., reg. 
208. See below. 
209. MS. Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 108, ff. 160, 207. 
210. Ibid., f. 235. 
211. Par. Rec., chwdns' accts. 
212. O.A.S. Rep. 1867, 10. 
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213. MS. Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 22, p. 15a. For drawings of the unrestored church see Buckler's 
drawing in MS. Top. Oxon. a 70, no. 544; ibid. a 39, f. 133 (c. 1879). 

214. MS. Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 22, p. 15a. For the rector's correspondence about the restoration 
see MS. Top. Oxon. c 104, ff. 387, 389. 
215. There is a ground plan in the vestry. 
216. MS. Oxf. Dioc. c 2042. 
217. For a drawing of the font see MS. Top. Oxon. a 70, no. 543 and see plate facing p. 115. 
218. MS. Oxf. Dioc. c 2042. 
219. Par. Rec., Broughton pps. 
220. For details of inscriptions see MS. Top. Oxon. c 166, f. 221 and Par. Colln. iii. 304. For arms 
on the monuments and pewter plate see Bodl. G.A. Oxon. 4° 687, p. 304. 
221. MS. Oxf. Dioc. c 2042. 
222. Ch. Bells Oxon.; MS. Oxf. Dioc. c 2042. Mr. Bagley was paid £18 10s. in 1760 for repairing 
the bells: Par. Rec. chwdns' accts. 
223. Evans, Ch. Plate. 
224. Par. Rec. 

Photograph taken by  Norman Illing Dec 2022 
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1369852?section=comments-and-
photos 
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TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL 

  
Well equipped kitchen, tables and chairs available. 

  
Letting rates from £10.00 per hour. 

£6.00 rate for villagers ! 
  

Special all day booking rates.  
Ask US about the stunning interior lining to make that party even 

more special. 
 

Full Audio Visual Equipment now available,  
Ideal for presentations, parties, Private Gaming Nights etc. 

  
To book the hall visit www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk  

Or contact Helen Yeomans on 01295-780426 

 
 

SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL 
 

The newly refurbished village hall 
is available for meetings, fund-raising events, 

functions, classes, children’s parties. 
 

See photos on the village website: www.swalcliffevillage.co.uk 
 

£12 per hour (£10 per hour for villagers) 
Well-equipped kitchen. Audio-visual equipment. 

 
Enquiries to Tracy 780710 
Or tracylean@gmail.com 
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CRAFT IN COMPANY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Susan and Charlotte are going to take a break over the sum-
mer but hope to see you all back again in September  
 
So make a list of all those sewing jobs you want to have a go 
at and collect some nice fabrics. 
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 Ever wished for a Mary Poppins Miracle: 
Look no further! 
 
When life seems to be overwhelming you 
with things to do, your helping hand is just 
on your doorstep. 
 
From decluttering your office, to looking 
after your animals, doing your shopping, or 
driving you to an appointment, building that 
flatpack or spring cleaning your kitchen. The 
list is endless 
 
I am highly versatile and price the job, not 
the hours.  That way you will know where 
you stand right from the start. 

Don’t see the service you need, give me a call or send me an email and 
I still might be able to help.  
Call or email me now to make that change:  
07794-950664 or merypopsin@gmail.com 



17  

 

 
 

£2.50 per child (6 months and over) or £6 per family (3 or more children). 
Booking essential as spaces are limited. 

So book asap, to avoid missing out on tea, fresh coffee, and homemade cake 
whilst the children let their imagination run wild. 

Email Tadmarton.kc@gmail.com to book your place(s). 
Payment in advance required. 
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Friendly Secondary School Teacher, available for tuition, loads of 
experience! 

Online or face-to-face, 
based in Shenington.  
Qualified to teach 11+           
, GCSE Maths and 
English;  
with Maths up to  
A-level 

First GCSE lesson 
free.  
DBS check+ references 

Tel./WhatsApp: 
07984 140 739 or  
01295 678 676 
 

 

Tim Clarke, BSc, PGCE, A member of The Coaching Academy, CPD accredited 
coach  Also offering career coaching/ performance coaching for adults.               
Education specialist with Fresh start in Education. 

 clarke.tutoring@btinternet.com                            www.clarketutoring.com 

 
 
 

Annette Thomas 
 

Freelance Hair &  
Beauty Consultant 

 

Est 1992 
Salon Based 

Free Consultation 
 

01295 721845 
07786 804851 

PR HANDYMAN 
 SERVICES 

 
For all those odd-jobs 

needed around the home. 
 

Erecting shelves, curtain rails 
to building flat pack furniture. 
All aspects of DIY undertaken. 

No job too small 
A friendly & reliable service 

 at reasonable prices. 
 

Please call Paul on  
01295 722490, or 

07796300238 
Email: paulles-

ter3655@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Also undertaken 
Loft, Garage & Shed Clearances 
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Here are the services for Swalcliffe Church for July and August: 

Sunday 9th July – 9.30am Holy Communion (The Rev’d Canon John TaƩer-
sall) 

Sunday 16th July – 6.00pm Evensong (Jocelyn Merris LLM) 

Sunday 23rd July – 9.30am Holy Communion (The Rev’d Dr David Pym) 

Sunday 30th July – 9.30am MaƟns (Jocelyn Merris LLM) 

Sunday 13th August – 9.30am Holy Communion (The Rev’d Canon John 
TaƩersall) 

Sunday 20th August – 6.00pm Evensong (Jocelyn Merris LLM) 

Sunday 27th August – 9.30am Holy Communion (The Rev’d Brian Fair-
bank) 

In addiƟon, there will be Benefice Eucharists at 10.30am on Sunday 
2nd July at Tadmarton, on Sunday 6th August at Shuƞord, and on Sunday 
3rd September at Broughton, all led by the Rev’d Canon John TaƩersall. 
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THE RED KITE: 
 

This magnificently graceful bird of prey is unmistakable with its reddish-
brown body, angled wings and deeply forked tail. It was saved from na-
tional extinction by one of the world's longest-running protection pro-
grammes. It has now been successfully re-introduced to England and 
Scotland. Red kites are listed under Schedule 1 of The Wildlife and 
Countryside Act. 
 

Their diet consists mainly out of carrion and worms, but  they are oppor-
tunistic and will occasionally take small mammals. 
 

Each nesting territory can contain up to five alternative nest sites. Both 
birds build the nest on a main fork or a limb high in a tree, 12-20m above 
the ground. It is constructed of dead twigs and lined with grass and 
sheep’s wool. A couple of days prior to egg laying, kites decorate the 
nest with rubbish and oddments they find near the nest. Paper, rags, crisp 
packets, carrier bags, even underwear and toys have been recorded. 
New material is added to the nest throughout the breeding season, and a 
nest that has been in use for a number of seasons grows to a considerable 
size. If nesting is successful, the same nest is used the following year. At 
times they will use an old buzzard or raven nest.. 
IT IS ILLEGAL TO DO ANY GROUND AND TREE WORKS WITHIN  100 MTRS OF A 
BREEDING KITE. 
 
BREEDING: 

The female lays a clutch of 1-3 (occasionally 4) eggs at 3-day intervals in 
April. She incubates mainly alone for 31-32 days per egg (38 days for a 
clutch of 3).Incubation starts with the first egg, and so the hatching is 
spread over several days. The male provides her with food during incu-
bation. She rarely leaves the eggs unattended for more than a few 
minutes at a time.  
The female cares for the young while the male provisions all food for her 
and the young for the first two weeks after hatching. After this, the fe-
male will share foraging, and the young are able to feed themselves from 
food placed in the nest. From one week of age aggression between sib-
lings may become apparent, but this is rarely the direct cause of death of 
the younger ones.  
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The fledging period is variable, depending on the size of the brood and 
food availability. The young may start to clamber about the nest tree by 
45 days of age, but rarely fledge before 48-50 days, sometimes not until 
60-70 days. Parents care for them in the vicinity of the nest for a further 
15-20 days, after which time the juveniles may wander many miles from 
their birthplace before returning as adults to their home area. The young 
birds will usually breed for the first time when they are two years old. 
 
THE THREATS: 
Illegal poison baits set for foxes or crows are indiscriminate and kill pro-
tected birds and other animals. It is estimated that at least half of our na-
tive Welsh kites die through this deliberate abuse of agricultural chemi-
cals. In Scotland the survival of juvenile birds is especially low due to 
poisoning. This is limiting the growth of the kite population in Scotland. 
It is estimated that more than a third of the released and wild-bred Scot-
tish kites were illegally poisoned between 1989 and 2001.  
Poisoning is also the most frequent cause of death of kites in 
England. Red kites are especially vulnerable to the modern  
rodenticides used to control rats, since they are skilled in find-
ing the corpses of poisoned rats. 
 
RE-INTRODUCTION: 
Until now, the red kites have enjoyed the goodwill of local people, and it 
is important for the long term survival of the birds that this continues. 
Although kites were traditionally associated with low-intensity agricul-
ture, the re-introduced kites seem to be doing well even in the more in-
tensively farmed southern England.  
All the birds released as a part of the reintroduction programme and a 
proportion of the wild-fledged young have been fitted with coloured 
wing tags, each with a number/letter combination that allows for individ-
ual recognition. Please report any sightings of tagged red kites to the 
BTO website. This will help with monitoring the whereabouts and move-
ments of the tagged individuals and the spread of the kite population as a 
whole.  
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Miss T Catering 

 
Miss ’T’ Catering.  Catering 

for events such as:  
Anniversaries, Weddings, 

Christenings, Birthday par-
ties,  

Funerals And private dinner 
parties.  

 
~.~.~  

 
Also available: Cutlery and 

Crockery Hire.  
 

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  
Mob: 07841 910037  Home: 

01295 780206  
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WELCOME TO TADMARTON  
 
 

If you have recently  
moved into Tadmarton, 

 or if you know someone who 
is a new arrival.  

 
He will be delighted to call 

with one of the “Welcome to  
Tadmarton” leaflets. 

 
Please contact  
Tim Turner on  
01295 780764      

 

 
David lovesey Rural Services 

Total Grass Care 

Moss & Weed Control 

Mowing, Scarifying, etc. 

Also Mower Servicing at Sensible Rates 

07984 879891 

Email: davidlovesey@gmail.com 

MULLINS 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

CONTRACTORS 
 

Domestic & Commercial 
Interior & Exterior 

Fully insured 
Competitive pricing 

References available 
Free quotations 

We also provide general 
maintenance to 

your home or office. 
         TEL: 07815 288909 
                01295 720006  
 
WEBSITE:   mullinsdecor.co.uk 

EMAIL:       lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk 

Pilates in Sibford 
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc. 

 

  ON-LINE CLASSES AVAILABLE  
SUITABLE FOR ALL LEVELS  

 

Master Mat & Studio Teacher Offers: 
 

· Bespoke One to One and Duet 
Studio Sessions, 

            Training on specialised  
            Pilates Equipment; 
            Reformers, Chairs, Barrels           
     and Cadillac. 
· Small group Mat work classes, 

incorporating small equipment   
                  
 For all levels from beginners 
to advanced  

  
T: 01295 780279  
Mobile: 07905 953300 
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
E: madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
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Looking for a home from home? 
 

 Sympathetically renovated, fully furnished,  
self catering cottage to let in the quiet village  

location of Lower Tadmarton.  
Only 4 miles from Banbury  

Available for short breaks, or short and 
medium term lets.  

    (Special rates for 6-12 weeks let). 
 

1 double bedroom, 1 Twin bedroom, Living Room with convertible 
corner settee. Upstairs and Downstairs Wet-Rooms, Gorgeous 
kitchen with views over mature gardens, Utility room, Wheel-
chair friendly, Dogs welcome, Cosy Log burner. Temperature con-
trolled electric heating, throughout. Private gardens. Off road 
parking for 1-2 vehicles,  
 

For more information please contact Jane or Mery on:                             

Home: 01295780451, Jane: 07711794133,  Mery: 07794950664 

Email: Lavendercottagelt@gmail.com 

 
NEIL MEGSON 

 
Electrical Services 

 
Tel: .01295 263665  

Mobile 07887 653842 
Email  

meggers1@btinternet.com  
 

Light-Sockets-Extensions 
Re-Wires-New Builds. 

For All of Your 
Domestic Electrical 

Requirements. 
 

FREE ESTIMATES – 
24 HOUR CALL OUT 
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St. Nicholas, Tadmarton,   
    
Church Services 

 
 
July 
Sunday 2nd  10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Tadmarton (JT) 
Sunday 9th  11.00am Holy Communion (JT)  
Sunday 16th  11.00am  Holy Communion (DP) 
Sunday 23rd 11.00am All Age Family Service (JT) 
Sunday 30th 11.00am  Holy Communion (GE) 
 
August 
 
Sunday 6th  10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Shutford (JT) 
Sunday 13th  11.00am  Holy Communion (JT) 
Sunday 20th  11.00am  Holy Communion (BF)                               
Sunday 27th 11.00am    All Age Family Service  Lay led 
 
 
 
 
Sundays (ZOOM) at 11.00am (10.30am on 2 July) from Tadmarton  
   Meeting ID: 851 3086 9357 

Passcode: 305275 
   
 
Tuesdays in Tadmarton Church 10.00 am HC 
 
 
Rector: Vacant 
The Rev’d John Tattersall (JT) Tel: 01295 780283 
The Rev’d. David Pym  (DP) 
The Rev’d Glyn Evans  (GE) 
The Rev’d Brian Fairbank (BF) 
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We wouldn’t exist without the incredible support of our community, whether it’s taking part in an event, play-
ing our lottery, volunteering or even spreading the word about Katharine House – it all makes a difference. 
We’re sharing just a few of the ways you can help our hospice this summer. Thank you! 
 
Take on our Accumulator Challenge 
Do you have what it takes to compete with local businesses, schools, colleges and community groups in our 
Accumulator Challenge? Four months, a £50 stake and a competitive team challenge to raise as much as 
possible forௗKatharine House… all while having lots of fun, of course! Inject a little fun into the workplace, 
classroom or local community space and sign up to take part in our Accumulator Challenge now. 
www.khh.org.uk/accumulator  
 
Be in the running… 
Dig out your Lycra, limber up, and join Team Katharine House for the Oxford Half on 15 October. As well as 
taking in a spot of sightseeing during the 13.1-mile run around Oxford’s iconic landmarks, you’ll be helping to 
raise vital funds so we can continue to support our wonderful community. We have a limited number of plac-
es, so secure your place by registering now: www.khh.org.uk/oxford. 
 
Play our lottery! 
Playing the Katharine House weekly lottery couldn’t be simpler! For just £1 a week, you can be in with a 
chance of winning one of our 20 weekly cash prizes. When you join the Katharine House Hospice lottery, 
you'll be supporting local people living with an incurable illness, as well as their families and loved ones. 
Players must be 18 and over.  Find out more and sign up here: www.khh.org.uk/lottery. 
 
Three cheers for our volunteers 
In every part of Katharine House, you will find volunteers generously giving up their time to help our hospice. 
We simply couldn’t do what we do without the incredibly selfless people willing to offer their time to make a 
difference. We’re looking to recruit volunteers across a number of areas, including: shop volunteers, garden-
ers, hospice companions, receptionists and art volunteers for Living Well. Could you spare some time – 
either on a regular basis or occasionally? Find out more here: www.khh.org.uk/volunteering.    
 
Gardens galore 
Our Open Garden events are already under way and off to a great start. We have some fabulous villages 
taking part, as well as some private tours and events with limited availability. You can find the full list of our 
Open Gardens on our website. www.khh.org.uk/gardens  
 
Digital monthly newsletter – keep up to date with your local hospice 
Sign up to receive our Katharine House digital monthly newsletter and keep in touch with all our latest news 
and fundraising events at the hospice. www.khh.org.uk/newsletter  
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CODEWORDS   
are like crossword 
puzzles - but have 
no clues! Instead, 
every letter of the 
alphabet has been 
replaced by a 
number, the same 
number represent-
ing the same letter 
throughout the 
puzzle. All you 
have to do is de-
cide which letter is 
represented by 
which number! 
To start you off, 
we reveal the 
codes for two or 
three letters. 
When you've filled 
in these letters 
throughout the 
puzzle, you'll have 
enough clues to 
start guessing 
words and discov-
ering other letters. 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

Answers can be found on Page  

 
TADDY FILM CLUB  

Last Saturday of the month 7.30pm -10pm 
Matineé Following Wednesday 1.30pm - 4pm  

 
New membership year from January £21 

PAYG £2.50 
 

Sat 29th July 19.30-22.00   Matinee 02 Aug 13.30-16.00 
Sat 26th Aug 19.30-22.00  Matinee 30th Aug 13.30-16.00 
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  SWALCLIFFE & TADMARTON 
    HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 
The Plant Sale on 8th May was a big success raising a grand total of 
£711 which will go towards funding the society's speakers for the next 
12 months.  
 
We would like to say a very big thank you to everyone who donated 
plants and cakes and to all who helped on the day - we do really appre-
ciate it.   
 
A big thank you also to those of you who supported us by visiting dur-
ing the afternoon.   
                                                Happy Growing! 
                    

Codeword solution July/Aug  2023 
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Fitness Class  
at Tadmarton Village Hall  

The class is a combination of Dancing Fit-
ness and Aerobics 

There will be virtual instructors on the big 
screen.  An informal and fun hour with 

loud(ish) music and dimmed lights. 

Suggested donation £2.50 per week.   
This is a PAYG class on a Ȧrst come Ȧrst served basis 
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Annalise, 19, available for  
baby sitting in Tadmarton and 

Swalcliffe,  
From £7.50 per hour, 

“Experience of working with young 
children riding at the stables where I 

work part-time” 
 

Please call 01295-780716 
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Saturday 9th September  
Tadmarton Village Hall 

10am to 12noon 

Tea or coffee plus a homemade cake for £3 

Children’s refreshments, homemade cake and craft 
for sale, lucky dip and other games 

Please come and give your support to this very 
worthy cause in aid of MacMillan Cancer Support 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS A CASH ONLY EVENT 

Donations of cakes would be very much appreciated as 
would anyone willing to help on the day. 

Please contact: 

Sue on 07521 180822 or Mandy on 07870 672062 
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The Governors of Sibford Gower Primary School 
would welcome interest from any potential new 

Governors committed to raising educational   
outcomes of all children at our small, popular   

village school. 

Potential new governors should have a willingness to; 
 

· Work positively with others as part of a team to provide strategic 
leadership and challenge to the head teacher. 

 

· Develop their knowledge and understanding of their role and of the 
key issues and priorities facing primary schools by; attending train-
ing, reading papers, attending evening meetings (6 per year), and 
visiting the school. 

 

If you would like to find out more about becoming a Governor and how 
to apply for one of our vacancies, please contact Lauren Hayes, senior 

governance professional to the Warriner Multi Academy Trust 
l.hayes@warrinermat.org 
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Primmy’s Holiday 
Hello everybody, my names Primmy, I’m lucky to have such a pretty name but I am a 
very young, pretty and aristocratic dog. My name comes from my mistresses’ aunt my 
great aunt Primmy whom I’m told was also pretty and aristocratic. We also share another 
thing in common in that we are both very cosmopolitan living between London and 
Cornwall; I slightly have the edge as I also have a home in a small Italian village called 
Fonteccio. I am very light grey in colour with a white blaze on my face and white paws; 
I’m told I really am quite beautiful. 
 

I am currently on holiday with my auntie Gilly and Uncle Tim at their converted barn in 
rural Oxfordshire. Following a stressful art show my parents decided to have a restful 
holiday, travelling Europe by train? I’m beginning to settle in and change the place to my 
ways. Firstly I was appalled by the garden G & T had allowed it to be full of happy 
twittering birds and the animals my dear you just wouldn’t believe it. The lawn was full 
of pigeons blundering around as if they owned the place; squirrels had taken over the 
birdfeeders, rabbits eating the grass there was even a passing rat!! Well as you can 
imagine I wasn’t having any of that!! How dare they trespass on my patch. 
 

I will say the tucker is jolly good here Gilly is a Cordon Bleu cook and uncle T is a 
retired chef I reckon I landed on my paws there!! Their bed is jolly comfy too whilst I 
still prefer my travelling apartment for the night (one can’t be too careful) my dear. The 
walks here are nice also accept this morning when uncle T took me out in the pouring rain 
and it looks like the same for this afternoon. 
 

I like being here especially some of the japes they get up to in the country. The other 
night we went lamping chasing plenty of bunnies, I had a great time. Uncle T has 
promised me we will go coursing with the Gypsies that sounds great fun. I didn’t enjoy 
hunting as I wasn’t top dog and all the others were frankly my dear “a little rough”! I’ve 
yet to try shootin and fishin but looking forward to it. 
 

Things changed the other day though as I started to be fed on lbs of fillet steak (lovely) 
then more exercise before the big day, Oxford stadium! Uncle T took me and showed me 
to a man then gave him £1000 and nodded, he then took me to a row of apartments like 
mine at home. Suddenly I was very surprised when the door flew off and a bloody 
(excuse my excitement) hare ran away before me, well I was having some of that, I 
pushed passed the others and just before I got the hare a rope came up and the silly thing 
stopped. Uncle T picked me up, big hug, then went back to the man who wasn’t happy, a 
lot of money changed hands and we returned to another steak supper. Uncle T says we 
will go to Coventry next week. 
 

Fun and Frolics, Uncle T has come up with a great new game “loo-rolls”. He leaves the 
bathroom door open to enable me to slip in grab the loo-roll then spread it out across the 
whole house, my best score to date is nearly 1000 pieces (don’t worry I’m working on it). 
Auntie Gilly lets me share the bed just like a real human! Plus the white sofas and chairs 
they just let me jump on as I please. I’ll tell you this place will get a 5 star rating on trip-
advisor. 
 

L o L   Primmy xxxx 
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Tadmarton v Swalcliffe 
Golf Challenge 

 

  
 

 
 

Date Saturday 19 August 2023 
 
 

Venue Feldon Valley Golf Club  
 

After a 4-year gap we are reinstating the inter village challenge 
 

The format will be an 18 hole stableford using full handicaps 
 

Each team will be able to take the top 5 (subject to team numbers) scores to count so no 
individual score can ruin the team’s chances. 
 
Tee times from 2.00pm so meet at 1.30pm 
 
Prizes will be given for the best score, longest drive and nearest the pin. 

 
Anyone interested in playing please contact  

Tadmarton Chris Dean on 788470  deanivy@aol.com 
Swalcliffe Peter Riordan on 07740634959 Peter@wiseoldddog.com 
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Kids & Caffeine – now EVERY Saturday 10am to 12 noon.  Amazing 
selection of toys for children aged 0-8 years. £2.50 per child. 

Seniors Lunch Club - every 4th Friday of the month.  Contact Shirley 
on 780596 for details.  Friday 26th May and Friday 23th June 

Tuesday Coffee Morning - every week 10.30 am to 12 noon.  

Fancy a dance then come along to Tadmarton Folk Dancing Club 
– Tuesdays 7.45pm to 9.45pm. 

– Mondays 7pm to 8pm, Come and jiggle Dance Yourself Fit 
happily  into fitness. 

Craft in Company 
Back in September !! 

If you wish to make a booking, please do so on our online booking 
system at www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk/village-hall or if you would like 
to join our happy band of volunteers, please contact us. 

Jane Fitzpatrick   jane@leisure-interiors.com 
   Tel: 780451 or 07711 794133 
Helen Yeomans helen@barncroftbook-keeping.co.uk   

Tel: 780426 or 07947 724502 

 or visit 
www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk 

TADMARTON VILLAGE 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES 
Also Open to Non Advertisers  £10.00 per annum. 

 
ACCOUNTANT 
Christopher Dean & Co.  Tax advice VAT, Year End.            01295 788104   
  
AGRICULTURAL SERVICES 
David Lovesey. Rural Services, Lawns to  Fields               01295 788298 
 
BEAUTY AND WELLBEING 
Annette Thomas. Hair & Beauty in your own home.            01295 721845 
International Dance with Tracy Lean                     01295 780710 
Pilates at Sibford  with Madeleine                      01295 780279 
David Cuts Hair                                 01869 346910 
 
CAR VALETING 
Ian Birch                                       07780-001115 
 
CARPENTER 
N.D.Smith. Quality Joinery work.                       01295 780970 
 
CATERING and FOOD SUPPLIES  
Gill Judd. Hire of China & return dirty.                   01295 780243 
Miss T Catering. Catering Parties, Celebrations.              01295 780206 
 
CHILD CARE 
Babysitter Annalise Kingsford                                                 01295 780716 
 
CLEANING SERVICES  
Upstairs Downstairs Domestic Cleaning Services                                     07984-645368 
 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 
Your local qualified chimney sweep—Jonathan Perry             07557 058051 
 
ELECTRICAL 
Neil Megson. All electrical work.                      01295 263665 
 
FISH  
Grimsby Fish                                  07578 195979 
  
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
Quarry Nurseries vegetables, border and baskets                         07903 655267 
Golf Course Gardens                                                                                                07867-560958 
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GARMENT ALTERATIONS AND CURTAINS MADE 
Linda Morse—garments, curtains and blinds made                          01295 720930 
 
HOLIDAY LETS 
Linda Lane—Cottage in Cornwall                                01295 780242 
Jane Fitzpatrick—Cottage in lower Tadmarton                                                         01295 780451 
Margaret                                                                                                                     01295-720168 
 
 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 
C.A. Berger. Interior, Exterior Painting & Carpentry.                        01295 738633 
Mullins. Interior & Exterior.                                   01295 264117 
Noah’s Ark. Bespoke murals, Exterior & Interior decorating.                    01295 811026 
PR Handyman services help with your home                             01295 722490 
RTM Property Maintenance                                                                                       07484 846630 
 
OVEN CLEANING 
Cookerburra Oven Cleaning Services  –  Banbury                          01295 277789   
 
 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
David Butler plumbing and heating                                01295 780668 
PLT Plumbing all domestic plumbing                              01295 368150  
Adam Lawrence , ADROX                                 07540 850491 
 
SCHOOLS 
Sibford School. Independent co-educational                             01295 781203 
Sibford Gower Endowed Primary                                01295 780270 
Swalcliffe Park School for Boys with Autism                                  01295 780302 
 
STOVES 
Iron and Wood. Wood Burning stove centre.                             01295 253916 

EMERGENCY SERVICES AND THOSE VITAL 
MINUTES………... 

 

Can you please all make sure that your house names and / or 
numbers are clearly visible to emergency  services.  
 
Can you also ensure that they are able to pass through the    
villages without being obstructed by carelessly parked cars. 
 
We all want emergency help to arrive as fast as possible, so 
lets do what we can do help them. 
 

Remember 999 is for emergencies only !! 
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01.07.23 Kids and Caffeine P 17 12.08.23 Kids and caffeine  P 17 

08.07.23 Kids and Caffeine P 17 12.08.23 Horti Show  P 32 

15.07.23 Kids and Caffeine P 17 13.08.23 Led Walk Church  P 5 

15.07.23 Salad Days  P 37 15.08.23 Copy Date  P 4 

22/07/23 Kids and Caffeine P 17 19.08.23 Kids and Caffeine  P 17 

28.07.23 Senior Lunch P 43 19.08.23 Taddy Vs Swalcliffe Golf P 42 

29.07.23 Kids and Caffeine  P 17 25.08.23 Senior Lunch  P 43 

29.07.23 Taddy Film Club  P 31 26.08.23 Kids and Caffeine P 17 

30.07.23 Concert for Ukraine P 25 26.08.23 Taddy Film Club  P 31 

02.08.23 Taddy Film Matinée P 31 30.08.23 Taddy Film Matinee P 31 

05.08.23 Kids and Caffeine  P 17 09.09.23 Macmillan Coffee P 39 

What's on! 

OPEN FROM THE 28TH OF APRIL 2023. 
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