
   

 

The Link Aug/ Sept 2022 
News and information covering Tadmarton and Swalcliffe 

Tadmarton Village Website 
 

www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk 

Swalcliffe Village Website 
 

www.swalcliffevillage.co.uk  

Thank you to: Lindsey Smith for this fabulous picture of  the inside of Tadmarton’s       
St Nicholas Church.  
Lindsey is a wizz with the camera and turns many of her photos into lovely cards for all 
occasions.  
Full service dates can be found on page: 9 
 
If you are great with the camera like Lindsey, I would love some new photos for the link. 
 
I am looking for updated photos of the outside of both Swalcliffe and Tadmarton 
Church, to be used to advertise the services. Ideally in Landscape format.  
 
Ofcourse I am also always after some nice photos for the front page. These can be of 
beautiful buildings, flora and fauna, creative arts, or anything else that should make our 
front page. 
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Stratford half Marathon April 2022 

Leamington Spa Half June 22 

My name is Sarah Harrison and I live locally in Hook Norton – you may have 
seen me running through Taddy with my rescue collie or enthusiastically partici-
pating in the bottle & chocolate Tombola at Tadmarton village events!   
My fiancé Stephen Yeomans and his family are well known residents of the vil-
lage.  
You might remember my article earlier this year introducing you to my marathon 
adventures for Cancer Research UK.  
Here is a little update on my training and fundraising so far.  
Through many kind and generous donations I am well on my way to my £5000 
fundraising target, with just over £4000 achieved. One of my final fundraising 
efforts is a raffle draw, to be held at Tadmarton Village Hall coffee morning on 
the 13th August 2022. Tickets can be obtained prior to the draw from Helen Yeo-
mans in Lower Tadmarton (780426). 
There are many exciting local prizes to be won including a golf lesson at 
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club, Hook Norton Brewery Tour tickets for four, Hook 
Norton butchers voucher, a selection of local restaurant vouchers, a dog hamper 
and voucher to spend at Crofts Pet Store in Banbury and more! First prize is a 
week stay at Brimstock Cottage in the Lake District in 2023.  
Terms and conditions apply to some prizes, details of which can be found on 
https://stubbstickets.com/fundraiser_admin/index.php?f=9pAx6tBC2d8zYRq2  
 

I have been busy with my training and have entered four half marathons so far 
this year, securing times around 2 hours and 30 minutes. Now the summer holi-
day has officially started, and with 11 weeks until the London Marathon, my train-
ing is about to step up another gear! Keep your eyes open and give us a wave if 
you see me and the collie running by!  
If you would like to make a donation please follow the link or scan the QR code.  
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/sarahs-london-marathon-2031 
Thank you for your support and I hope to see you at the coffee morning on 13th 
August!     

                       

Tadmarton 
Marathon  
Update 

Sarah  
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Editor 
Mery Wolke 
Honeystone Cottage 
Lower Tadmarton, nr Banbury 
OX15 5SS 
01295-780451 
tadmartonandswalcliffelink@gmail.com 

 
Advertising Rates 

From 2023  
 

The Link is delivered to 370 
homes in (Lower) Tadmarton, 
Swalcliffe and The Highlands 

The Price for 1 year (6 issues) 
 
Full page 125mm x 185mm £ 72 
½ page     125mm x 90mm   £  43 
¼ page       60mm x 90mm   £  22 
 
Price for a single issue on application. 

The Link is Sponsored by 
 

Christopher Dean & Co  
Horticultural Society                                    Tadmarton Village Hall 
Swalcliffe Church                                         Tadmarton Church 
Swalcliffe Parish Council                             Tadmarton Parish Council 

Advertising Manager and Treasurer 
Julie Lingwood  
Willows End, Lower Tadmarton,  
Banbury OX15 5SS 
Tel: 01295 788813 
jb@lingwood.eu 

Editorial and Advertising 

Swalcliffe contributions: 
 
Charlotte Watkins 
Holly Cottage, Bakers Lane,  
Swalcliffe.  
Tel: 01295 788045  
chirpie34@hotmail.com 

IMPORTANT! 
Last copy date for the 

OCT issue is the 
17th of Sept. 

Articles received LATE will 
NOT be included in the next 

issue. 

Tadmarton Parish Councillors 
 
Jane Fitzpatrick           780451                                              
Tim Turner  Chair                         780764 
Kevin Tomblin  Vice Chair           788342 
Paul Higley                                    788447 
Christine Coles, Parish Clerk    276229 
 

 

Swalcliffe Parish Councillors    
 
Neil Urquhart  Chairperson   07867 695550 
Victoria Taylor Vice Chair           780206 
Christine Coles, Parish Clerk          276229 
Ken Hodkinson                      07535 701632  
Ryan Smith                 01295 788537 
Steve Gandy                           07860 397420 
Karen Riordan                        07850 403958 
Martin Collett  
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Notes from the Editor: 
 
Big Changes are due for our beloved Link. From January 2023 (EEK only 5 months 
away), The Link shall be coming through your door 6 times a year instead of the 10 
times a year it currently does. 
 
Why? 
By reducing the amount of printed items we are reducing our Carbon Footprint by an 
expected 45% (less printing, less ink, less paper, less transport). 
 
As we are moving more and more into the digital age, newsletters will accompany the 
change in order for the residents to remain informed of what is going on the villages.  
To sign up to the newsletter please email: taddyvillagehall@gmail.com. 
 
Our advertisers will see an even better presence on the website and they will also be 
linked into the newsletter with quick links.  
On top of this they will see a reduction in their annual advertising cost which we hope in 
the current economic climate is well received.  
 
Of course for those who are still relying on the link, to keep them in the loop we would 
like to encourage you to keep sending us your articles.  
The issues will be bi-monthly starting with the Jan/Feb 2023 issue with a copy date of 
the 17th December.  
 
 
On page 2 you will find Sara’s update. The London Marathon is a major fundraiser for 
many charities and those training to take part don’t do so lightly. To run a marathon is to 
dig deep. So if you can please give generously and buy a raffle ticket. 
Further details are on page: 23 
 
 
The McMillan Coffee morning has a new date please check out page 32 and support this 
fabulous cause. 
 
We have some new advertisers, let them know you got their name out of The Link and 
support our local suppliers if you can. 
 
There are some nice lengthy articles this month full of local history, have you got a good 
story, share it with the masses.  
 
If you have any problems regarding anti social parking, overgrown trees/ hedges, dog 
poo, planning issues, road standards and speed limits contact your local councillors. I 
have ran articles on all these subjects and they really are for the council to deal with.  
Attend your local council meetings if you really want to make a difference, remember 
complaints only work if you complain to the correct person/ department.  
 
Like living in the villages, give your support, get involved, look after your neighbours, 
look after your neighbourhood.  
 
Enjoy the summer and we will speak again in October.  
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Our next monthly Coffee Morning 10 am – 11.30 am will held be on 
Saturday 13th August.  

Seniors Lunch Club - every 4th Friday of the month.  Contact Shirley on 
780596 for details. 

Tuesday Coffee Morning - every week 10.30 am to 12 noon.  

Computer Club – 1st Tuesday of the month 10.30 am to 12.30 pm.  
Contact Pat Pierce on 722643 for details. 

Fancy a dance then come along to Tadmarton Folk Dancing Club – 
Tuesdays 7.45pm to 9.45pm – re-commences on Tuesday 6th September 

Tadmarton Film Club – 2 showings to choose from:  
Last Saturday of the month @ 7.30pm and following Wednesday @ 
1.30pm 

Kids & Caffeine - last Saturday of the month 10am – 12 noon. 

Sew in Company 
Sunday 21st August 1.30pm to 4.30pm 
Sunday 11th September 1.30pm to 4.30 pm 
 
If you wish to make a booking, please do so on our online booking 
system at www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk/village-hall or if you would like 
to join our happy band of volunteers, please contact us. 

Jane Fitzpatrick   jane@leisure-interiors.com 
   Tel: 780451 or 07711 794133 
Helen Yeomans helen@barncroftbook-keeping.co.uk   

Tel: 780426 or 07947 724502 

 or visit www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk 

TADMARTON VILLAGE 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK 
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Linda Morse 

 

Garment and Curtain    
Alterations 

Curtains and Blinds 
made to measure 

 
Collection and         

delivery by  
arrangement 

 
Telephone  

01295-720930 
Email:  

lindamorse@hotmail.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annalise, 18, available for  
baby sitting in Tadmarton and 

Swalcliffe,  
£7 per hour, 

“Experience of working with young 
children riding at the stables where I 

work part-time” 
 

Please call 01295-780716 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 YEARS TRADE EXPERIENCE 
 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 

ELECTRICAL REPAIRS  
DECORATING 
CARETAKING  

HANDYMAN SERVICES 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE VISIT: 
 

www.rtmpropertymaintenance.com 
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St. Nicholas, Tadmarton,       
Church Services 
 
 
August 
 
Sunday 7th  10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Tadmarton (JT) 
Sunday 14th 11.00am Holy Communion (NB) 
Sunday 21st 11.00am  Holy Communion (JT) 
Sunday 28th  11.00am  All Age Family Service (NB)  
 
September 
 
Sunday 4th  10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Broughton (JT) 
Sunday 11th 11.00am Holy Communion (JT) 
Sunday 18th 11.00am  Holy Communion (NB) 
Sunday 25th  6.00pm  Harvest Festival (JT) followed by supper  
 
October 
 
Sunday 2nd  10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Epwell (JT) 
 
 
Zoom Services until further notice, for joining instructions please refer to 
the Benefice web site www.wykehambenefice.org.uk    and The Rector or The 
Rev’d John Tattersall 
 
Sundays (ZOOM) 6.00pm  New look Benefice Evening 
Worship (NB)  
      
 
Wednesdays (ZOOM) 6.00pm  Benefice Evening prayer service 
(NB) 
 
Tuesdays in Tadmarton Church 9.00am Morning Prayers 

(NB) 10.00 am HC (NB) 
 
 
Rector: The Rev’d Neil Bowler (NB) Tel: 01295 788005 
The Rev’d John Tattersall (JT) Tel: 01295 780283 
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N.D. SMITH 
Carpenter & Joiner 

Specializing in quality joinery 
work 

Windows, doors, stairs, roofs, 
Loft conversions, 

Conservatories, etc. 
 

All aspects of building work  
undertaken, from small   

extensions to  
new house  building and  

Barn  conversions. 
 

All work carried out by  
qualified tradesmen 

 

TEL: 01295 780970 
nicksmith.tadmarton@btinternet.com 

For Free estimates and  
advice 

 

 
David lovesey Rural Services 

Total Grass Care 

Moss & Weed Control 

Mowing, Scarifying, etc. 

Also Mower Servicing at Sensible Rates 

Tel: 01295-788298 

07984 879891 

Email: davidlovesey@gmail.com 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE :  
SWALCLIFFE vILLAgE HALL 

  

 Swalcliffe Village Hall CLOSURE 
 

The Village Hall Committee and Swalcliffe Parish Council 
are happy to announce the first phase of the Village Hall 
refurbishment which will commence on the 1st August.  

 
Work will continue for several weeks, during which time 
the Hall will be out of action, and is due to finish in early 

October. 
 

Please watch out for further announcements in the Link, 
the Swalcliffe Village website and the Swalcliffe Face-

book page. 
 

We look forward to welcoming everybody back as soon as 
possible. 

SWALCLIFFE & TADMARTON 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

                              SUMMER SHOW 
                                   
  Please note change of date and venue!! 
                              
 The show is now on Sunday 14th August 2022 
                                              
 Tadmarton Village Hall.  
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Banbury  
 

Advertiser  
 

Cartoon  
 

1958 
 

Tadmarton  
 

Cricket Club 
 

 

The Day Taddy Made the Cup Final 
 

Tadmarton (& Swalcliffe) Cricket Club   1948?  – 1968. 
 

The Club’s origins are a bit unclear.  I still have the Minutes Book from the AGMs – a 
wealth of all the old village family names - but the first entry is for 1949, and states 
that it was agreed ‘the Club should carry on’.  Though what went before is lost in the 
mists of time.  I was still young when in 1955 I first joined the Cricket Club - actually 
for Taddy and Swalcliffe.  But Swalcliffe ran the Football Club, so we shared both. 
In those lean early post-war years, only the big houses had a phone, and very few had 
a family car.   No smart phones, no world wide web, no social media, Google, etc.  No 
home PC’s or lap-tops, computers barely existed.  Even TV was in its very early in-
fancy.   
So how on earth did we spend our spare time?  Memories that are still well within the 
lifetime (often thanks to modern medicine….) of very many of us, the answer is our 
world was far smaller, we knew our neighbours far better, the local pub was busier 
and village activities far better supported, being part of village life.  Villages were like 
large families, trust and co-operation was implicit. 
In those early days membership of our Club was restricted to just those born or cur-
rently resident in Taddy or Swalcliffe.  And when I joined, there were sufficient mem-
bers to always be able to field a full team, despite the villages being smaller back then.  
And despite the challenges of severe lack of funds, plus what would nowadays be re-
garded as impossibly poor facilities. 
The cricket pitch was the sloping cow pasture belonging to Mr. Cave of College Farm. 
The pitch itself was a 25 yard square in the middle of the grazing field, protected by 4 
posts and a strand of barbed wire, which had to be removed and replaced for every 
match. We shared the field with the herd of milking cattle, so it was not unusual to 
have to stop play whilst Mr Cave fetched the cattle in for milking.   
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The boundary wasn’t defined or specifically cleared or fenced, so we often had to re-
trieve the ball from a bunch of nettles, thistles or the occasional cow pat. The batsmen 
just kept running until the ball was returned. 

Preparation of the pitch started about Easter, when we borrowed Bill Flowers’ Cart 
Horse “Captain” to pull the heavy roller.  The Club had bought its own motor mower, 
which was in constant use, as we were playing up to 3 times a week in the summer.  In 
the Club’s heydays of the ‘50’s, it even paid one of us to be the groundsman, all of £3 
per season.  Funds were always tight, and the core income came from electing everyone 
who was anyone as ‘Vice President’ and begging for donations.  £1 went a long way 
back then.  Other income was raised by the occasional Whist Drive, Dance or Jumble 
Sale, though we all chipped in as best we could.  We held dances in the Sibford Village 
Hall.  I know we held one in ’58, as there are charges for repairs in the Cash Book….. 
 
Most villages of a reasonable size had a cricket club, and there was the Banbury League, 
the Advertiser Cup, and various Cups from local towns like Chipping Norton, all of 
which catered for the village clubs.  Banbury itself had a couple of ‘proper’ teams and a 
proper cricket pitch, though that was all definitely a ‘cut above’. 
 
We hired a bus for away matches, it being easy for everyone to walk or cycle to the bus 
stop to meet up.  And when we played at home, we boasted an old army hut, acquired in 
’49, for a pavilion.  My Mum master minded laying on teas there for almost the whole 
of the Club’s existence.  Though the hut had no facilities, so we had to carry the water 
there in a milk churn, and Mum heated the water on the Club’s primus stoves.  The 
gents loo was a bit of corrugated tin behind the hut – though the ladies had to walk off 
in whichever direction they preferred. 
 
The best times were in the ‘50’s, and for me in 1959, when I had the privilege of being 
elected Captain, and we made it to the final of the big Advertiser Cup, played on the 
main Banbury Town ground.  Heady days. 

In 1957 Harold Macmillan had told us “you’ve never had it so good”.  In hindsight I 
suppose he was right.  As the Club moved into the ‘60’s, more of us had our own 
transport, and more homes had a phone, TV’s were becoming more affordable and our 
horizons were getting ever wider.  Other Clubs had pitches on level ground with bound-
aries, and pavilions with facilities, tempting our better players. 

In 1964 I had been elected as both the Club secretary and treasurer, but finally at the end 
of 1968, although by now we had relaxed the ‘locals only’ membership rule, we sadly 
had to acknowledge we could no longer raise a full team.  The Swalcliffe Football Club 
had ceased in 1966 for the same reason, and small village clubs generally were being 
overtaken by the ever faster changing world.  Traditional village life, when horse 
transport was still common and grass grew up the middle of the roads, was becoming 
just a warm memory. 

Len Mobley  
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Tadmarton Cricket Team 1950 
Back :   H Page.  J Taylor.  A Colegrave.  H Preedy.  N Powell.  G Lines 
Front:       W Flowers.  J Cave.  R Coleman.  E Morbey.  T Nichols 

Tadmarton Cricket Team 1964 
Back:   D Davis.  T Morbey.  M Morbey.         
B Davis.  R Coleman.  R Carson. 
Front:  L Mobley.  B Hancox.  G Fisher.          
R Hall.  R Morbey.  Bottom: A Haynes Len Mobley + Cup  1959 
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ServicesÊforÊSwalcliffeÊChurchÊforÊAugustÊandÊSeptember 

SundayÊ14th August:Ê9.30amÊHolyÊCommunionÊ 
(TheÊRev’dÊNeilÊBowler) 
 

SundayÊ21st August:Ê6.00pmÊBCPÊEvensongÊ 
(JocelynÊMerris,ÊLLM) 
 

SundayÊ28th August:Ê9.30amÊHolyÊCommunionÊ 
(TheÊRev’dÊDrÊDavidÊPym) 
 

SundayÊ11th September:Ê9.30amÊHolyÊCommunionÊ 
(TheÊRev’dÊCanonÊJohnÊTaƩersall) 
 

SundayÊ18th September:Ê6.00pm HarvestÊFesƟvalÊ 
(JocelynÊMerrisÊLLM) 
 

SundayÊ25th September:Ê9.30amÊHolyÊCommunionÊ 
(TheÊRev’dÊNeilÊBowler) 
 

MorningÊPrayerÊisÊnormallyÊsaidÊinÊtheÊchurchÊatÊ9.00amÊeveryÊFridayÊ
morning. 

InÊaddiƟonÊthereÊwillÊbeÊBeneficeÊEucharistsÊatÊ10.30amÊonÊSundayÊ
7th AugustÊatÊTadmartonÊ(led byÊtheÊRev’dÊCanonÊJohnÊTaƩersall), onÊ
SundayÊ4th SeptemberÊatÊBroughtonÊ(ledÊbyÊtheÊRev’dÊNeilÊBowler) andÊ
onÊSundayÊ2nd OctoberÊatÊEpwellÊ(ledÊbyÊtheÊRev’dÊCanonÊJohnÊTaƩer-
sall). 
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Josh Lovesey 
Trainee Car Mechanic 
Offering Servicing & 

Basic maintenance 
Now with diagnostics 

Tel 07817 801485 
Or David 07984879891 

PR HANDYMAN 
 SERVICES 

 
For all those odd-jobs 

needed around the home. 
 

Erecting shelves, curtain rails 
to building flat pack furniture. 
All aspects of DIY undertaken. 

No job too small 
A friendly & reliable service 

 at reasonable prices. 
 

Please call Paul on  
01295 722490, or 

07796300238 
Email: paulles-

ter3655@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Also undertaken 
Loft, Garage & Shed Clearances 

 
QUALITY FISH  

DIRECT FROM GRIMSBY 
 

Robert Hill 
Mobile: 07578 195979 

 
Hill42804@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 

Every Thursday at 
Swalcliffe Barn 4.15-4.45pm 

 
Register to get an “ON MY VAN THIS WEEK” email. 
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Trinity Oak 
Tree felling & landscape 

 gardening services 
 

01295 730650 OR Mobile 07497 538 180  (anytime) Please ask for Julian 
 

Working 7 days a week 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Free Quotations without obligations 

Fully insured 
No job too large or too small  Book your work in now 

 

 
                           MENORCA  
                               SON BOU 
 
 

Two-ÊBedroomedÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
ApartmentÊ 

AvailableÊtoÊrent 
 

Communal Pool & WiFi 
Short walk to 

Restaurants and Beach 

 
For more information 

Contact Margaret: 
 

01295 720168 
Margbill@icloud.com 
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MULLINS 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

CONTRACTORS 
 

Domestic & Commercial 
Interior & Exterior 

Fully Insured 
Competitive Pricing 

References  Available . 
Free Quotations 

We also provide general 
maintenance to 

your home or office. 
    TEL: 07815 288909 
            01295 720006  
 
WEBSITE:   mullinsdecor.co.uk 

EMAIL:       lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk 

 
Miss T Catering 

 
Miss ’T’ Catering.  Catering 

for events such as:  
Anniversaries, Weddings, 

Christenings, Birthday par-
ties,  

Funerals And private dinner 
parties.  

 
~.~.~  

 
Also available: Cutlery and 

Crockery Hire.  
 

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  
Mob: 07841 910037  Home: 

01295 780206  

 
NEIL MEGSON 

 
Electrical Services 

 
Tel: .01295 263665  

Mobile 07887 653842 
Email  

meggers1@btinternet.com  
 

Light-Sockets-Extensions 
Re-Wires-New Builds. 

For All of Your 
Domestic Electrical 

Requirements. 
 

FREE ESTIMATES – 
24 HOUR CALL OUT 
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Bloxham & Hook Norton Surgeries 
Patient Participation Group (PPG) update for village newsletters 

 
At the July meeting of the PPG it was agreed with representatives from the practice 
that we should attempt to ensure regular updates are provided for local residents on the 
latest news from our surgeries. The detail behind these headlines can be found on the 
practice website: https://www.bloxhamsurgery.co.uk 
 
Face-to-face appointments are now available on request. Many patients continue to 

prefer a telephone conversation with their GP, but it is possible to book an ap-
pointment. Routine appointments are offered within two weeks. However, if you 
need to see a doctor urgently, please ring at 8.00 a.m. There are always several 
staff taking these calls but there is often a queue. You can either stay on the line or 
leave your name and contact details and the practice will return your call. 

 
The Bloxham Pharmacy is currently completing over 250 prescriptions a day. This is 

an immense workload for a small team and patients can help by ensuring repeat 
requests are submitted a week before their medicine is required. Even more im-
portant is the need for patients to collect their prescriptions. Hundreds of uncol-
lected prescriptions have to be destroyed each month. This has to be done safely 
and in line with government requirements and is a significant waste of time and 
money. 

 
A number of new doctors and health professionals have joined the practice over the 

past few months and our wider partnership with NORA (North Oxfordshire Rural 
Alliance) is leading to a number of exciting new developments. Our physiothera-
pist will see patients with aches and sprains without the need for referral from the 
doctor. From the autumn, NORA practices will develop a rolling programme of 
more flexible working so that it will be possible to book early evening appoint-
ments with a doctor, (though not necessarily with your own GP.) The appointment 
of paramedics has increased our capacity to assess patients and ensure they receive 
the treatment they need. 

 
We shall write again after the next meeting of the PPG In October but in the meantime 
please remember to check the Practice website for news and announcements. Thank 
you.  

 
WELCOME TO TADMARTON  

 

if you have recently moved into  
Tadmarton or if you know someone who is a new arrival.  

 
He will be delighted to call with one of the “Welcome to  

Tadmarton” leaflets. 
 

Please contact  
Tim Turner on  
01295 780764      
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Spring opening 29 April 2022 and Autumn opening 31 August 2022  
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Don’t miss  
Sarah's London Marathon Charity 

Prize Draw  
in aid of 

  
To be drawn at 11am at 

Tadmarton Village Hall  
COFFEE MORNING 

Saturday 13th August 
10 am – 11.30 am 

1st Prize – a week stay at Brimstock Cottage, Lake District 
2nd Prize – Tadmarton Heath Golf Club – Four Ball Round of Golf 

3rd Prize – Luxury Hamper 
4th Prize – Hook Norton Brewery – Four Tour Tickets 

And various other prizes! 
Suggested Donation - £1 per ticket 

Tickets available from Helen Yeomans  
07947 724502 or 780426 

Ts and Cs apply to some prizes, details can be found on 
https://stubbstickets.com/fundraiser_admin/index.php?f=9pAx6tBC2d8zYRq2 

Promoter: Sarah Harrison Registered Charity Nos (1089464), (SC041666), 
(1103), (247) 
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Friendly Secondary School Teacher, available for tuition, loads of 
experience! 

Online or face-to-face, 
based in Shenington.  
Qualified to teach 11+           
, GCSE Maths and 
English;  
with Maths up to  
A-level 

First GCSE lesson 
free.  
DBS check+ references 

Tel./WhatsApp: 
07984 140 739 or  
01295 678 676 
 

 

Tim Clarke, BSc, PGCE, A member of The Coaching Academy, CPD accredited 
coach  Also offering career coaching/ performance coaching for adults.               
Education specialist with Fresh start in Education. 

 clarke.tutoring@btinternet.com                            www.clarketutoring.com 
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Birthstone:  Peridot 
Flower: Gladiolus 
 
Breathe the sweetness that hovers in August. (Denise 
Levertov) 
 
What good is the warmth of summer, without the cold 
of winter to give it sweetness. (John Steinbeck)  

TADMARTON 250 CLUB WINNERS !! 
 

June  2022 
169 - Allison Saunders £30 
223 - Pam Dickenson £20 
237 - Helen Raine £15 
136 - Chris Dean £10 
180 - Jennifer Brown £10 
165 - Isabella Clappison £10 
  22 -  Pete Phipps 
149 -  J Griffiths £5 
130 - Helen Sutton £5 

  

July 2022 
 

30 - Trudy Tomblin £15 
222 - Peter Jackson £10 
33 - Val Demery £5 
209 -  Joanna Lindsay £5 
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CODEWORDS   
are like crossword 
puzzles - but have 
no clues! Instead, 
every letter of the 
alphabet has been 
replaced by a 
number, the same 
number represent-
ing the same letter 
throughout the 
puzzle. All you 
have to do is de-
cide which letter is 
represented by 
which number! 
To start you off, 
we reveal the 
codes for two or 
three letters. 
When you've filled 
in these letters 
throughout the 
puzzle, you'll have 
enough clues to 
start guessing 
words and discov-
ering other letters. 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

Answers can be found on Page:  33 

GRAB YOUR LIMITED  
EDITION,  
TADDY VILLAGE  
JUBILEE BAG FOR 
LIFE. 
 

THESE ARE FOR SALE   
FOR ONLY £5.50 EACH  
FROM ANY  
VILLAGE HALL  
COMMITTEE MEMBER  
OR EMAIL:   
TADDYVILLAGEHALL 
@GMAIL.COM 
 

Pඋඈർൾൾൽඌ ංඇ ൺංൽ ඈൿ: 
Tൺൽආൺඋඍඈඇ ඏංඅඅൺൾ Dൾඌංඇ ൻඒ ංඇൽ ඉൾඋආංඌඌංඈඇ ඈൿ  S  Kංඇඌൿඈඋൽ  
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Birthstone:  Sapphire 
Flower: Aster 
 
Wine is the divine juice of September. (Voltaire) 
 
 
Autumn is the mellower season, and what we lose in 
flowers we more than gain in fruits. (Samuel Butler)  

Pilates in Sibford 
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc. 

 

  ON-LINE CLASSES AVAILABLE  
SUITABLE FOR ALL LEVELS  

 

Master Mat & Studio Teacher Offers: 
 

· Bespoke One to One and Duet 
Studio Sessions, 

            Training on specialised  
            Pilates Equipment; 
            Reformers, Chairs, Barrels           
     and Cadillac. 
· Small group Mat work classes, 

incorporating small equipment   
                  
 For all levels from beginners 
to advanced  

  
T: 01295 780279  
Mobile: 07905 953300 
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
E: madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
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Dear friends, 
 
 

A shaded lamp and a waving blind, 
And the beat of a clock from a distant floor: 

On this scene enter—winged, horned, and spined— 
A longlegs, a moth, and a dumbledore; 
While 'mid my page there idly stands 

A sleepy fly, that rubs its hands... 
 

Thus meet we five, in this still place, 
At this point of time, at this point in space. 
—My guests besmear my new-penned line, 

Or bang at the lamp and fall supine. 
"God's humblest, they!" I muse. Yet why? 
They know Earth-secrets that know not I. 

 
These two beautiful verses from Thomas Hardy’s poem, An August Midnight, describes 
the poet sat at his desk as he welcomes visitors; a longlegs, a moth, a dumbledore (an old 
English term for a bumblebee) and finally a fly. Each of these insects are personified as 
they gather around the light of the lamp with the poet. 
 
It’s suggested that the main theme of Hardy’s poem is a reflection upon the meaning and 
purpose of life, in relationship with the natural world around him. Why does this meeting 
happen, why do the insects gather together at this very moment around the light? 
 
On one level the poem might be thought of as just being a nice poem about a man sitting 
at a desk with his lamp on, which in turn is attracting various insects, ( we only have to 
have a light on in our houses at night during the summer and a window open, to know 
what happens next). But of course for Hardy there is much more happening, because it’s 
suggested that he uses this simple imagery to begin to question about the meaning and 
purpose of his own life in relationship to whether he believes there is a God. 
 
As a Christian the verse of the Bible where Jesus says ‘I am the light of the world’ comes 
to mind as I read the poem, those who see and hear of the wonderful attraction of the 
light in their lives, are drawn towards it, whilst there are others who look on and wonder 
why? 
 

Love & prayers 

Revd Neil 
Tel: 788005 



30  

 

 
 
 

Annette Thomas 
 

Freelance Hair &  
Beauty Consultant 

 

Est 1992 
Salon Based 

Free Consultation 
 

01295 721845 
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 NEW TIMETABLE. Additional bus-services between Stratford and Banbury are  
available please check their website for further details and updates                        

 For the latest news 01564-797000 or via the website: www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk/

75+75A Mon- Fri Mon-Sat Mon-Sat Mon-Sat Mon-Sat 

StraƞordÊuponÊAvonÊÊÊÊÊÊ
(adjÊNatÊWestÊBank) 

0615 0730 0915 1115 1315 

StraƞordÊuponÊAvonÊÊÊÊ 0617 0732 0917 1117 1317 

EƫngtonÊ | | 0931 1131 1331 

HalfordÊ | | 0937 1137 1337 

Alderminster 0629 | | | | 

ShipstonÊonÊStourÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 0639 0818 0947 1147 1347 

ShipstonÊonÊStourÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
(oppÊGarage) 

0642 0821 0950 1150 1350 

LowerÊBrailesÊ 0650 0829 0958 1158 1358 

SibfordÊFerrisÊ 0658 0837 1006 1206 1406 

LowerÊTadmartonÊ 0706 0845 1014 1214 1414 

BanburyÊBusÊStaƟonÊÊÊÊÊÊ 0721 0900 1029 1229 1429 

      

75 + 75A Mon-Sat  Mon-Sat  Mon-Sat  Mon-Sat   

BanburyÊBusÊStaƟonÊÊÊÊÊÊ 0935 1135 1435 1730  

LowerÊTadmartonÊ 0945 1145 1445 1740  

SibfordÊFerrisÊ 0953 1153 1453 1748  

LowerÊBrailles 1002 1202 1502 1757  

ShipstonÊonÊStourÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
(oppÊGarage) 

1011 1211 1511 1806  

ShipstonÊonÊStourÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 1014 1214 1514 1809  

HalfordÊ 1023 1223 | 1818  

EƫngtonÊ 1029 1229 | 1824  

StraƞordÊuponÊAvonÊÊÊÊÊ
OppÊDaleÊAve 

1036 1236 | 1831  

StraƞordÊuponÊAvonÊÊÊÊÊÊ
(adjÊNatÊWestÊBank) 

1045 1245 1601 1840  
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Macmillan Fundraiser Event 
  

Please note the date is: 
Saturday 10th September 

 

Tadmarton Village Hall 
10am – 1pm 

 
Entry £2   Children under 12 free 
Entry includes coffee and biscuits 

 
Please come and give your support to this very  

 worthy cause in aid of Macmillan. 
 

Donations of cakes, raffle prizes and any handmade items for the craft 
table would be much appreciated. Please contact Shirley (780596) or 

Sue (07521180822) – collection can be arranged.  
 

We hope to see you there. 
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Codeword solution Aug 2022 

Looking for a home from home? 
 

 Sympathetically renovated, fully furnished,  
self catering cottage to let in the quiet village  

location of Lower Tadmarton.  
Only 4 miles from Banbury  

Available for short breaks,  or short and 
medium term lets.  

    (Special rates for 6-12 weeks let). 
 

1 double bedroom, 1 Twin bedroom, Living Room with convertible 
corner settee. Upstairs and Downstairs Wet-Rooms, Gorgeous 
kitchen with views over mature gardens, Utility room, Wheel-
chair friendly, Dogs welcome, Cosy Log burner. Temperature con-
trolled electric heating, throughout. Private gardens. Off road 
parking for 1-2 vehicles,  
 

For more information please contact Jane or Mery on:                             

Home: 01295780451, Jane: 07711794133,  Mery: 07794950664 

Email: Lavendercottagelt@gmail.com 

August facts: 

The Great Train Robbery :The Great 
Train Robbery took place on the 8th 
August 1963 and is one of the most 
infamous robberies in British histo-
ry. Thieves ambushed the Glasgow 
to Euston mail train and stole used 
bank notes worth £2.3 million (£40 
million in today's money). The rob-
bery took place at Bridego Railway 
Bridge, Ledburn near Mentmore in 
Buckinghamshire, England. The 
robbers stopped the train by chang-
ing a rail signal from green to red. 
12 of the 15 robbers were later 
caught, convicted and jailed.  

LAMMAS 

Harvest Festival used to be celebrated at the beginning of the Harvest 

season on 1 August and was called Lammas, meaning 'loaf Mass' 
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The first half of the year has flown by, and we’re not slowing down in the months ahead. We’ve still 
got spaces on some of our brilliant challenge events as well as the return of our popular Make a 
Will Fortnight. Whether it’s taking part in events, donating to our hospice, volunteering your time or 
making the most of our shops – your support and generosity means that we can continue to care 
for local people and families when they need it most. Thank you! 
 
Ready and WILLing 
This year Make a Will Fortnight celebrates its 10th anniversary and will be running from 3 to 10 
October. Six local solicitors have generously agreed to waive their fee for writing or amending a 
basic will during the two week event and are instead asking for donations to Katharine House. If 
you’ve been putting off making a will, then it’s the ideal time. For a list of participating solicitors and 
to find out how to make an appointment, visit khh.org.uk/make-a-will   
 
In the running 
There’s still time to sign up for the Oxford Half Marathon 16 October! Missed out on the ballot? 
Join Team Katharine House for the 13.1 mile run around Oxford’s most iconic landmarks and help 
raise money for our hospice. We’ll be there to support you every step of the way. All runners will 
receive a branded running vest, as well as expert fundraising advice and top tips on training. Sign 
up now: khh.org.uk/oxford  
 
Scaring is caring 
Gather your bravest guys and ghouls and sign up for the Halloween Walk on 29 October… if you 
dare! Choose either a 10km, half marathon or full marathon for your spooky sponsored night-time 
walk around London. Do something a bit different this Halloween and help raise money for our 
hospice. Find out more about this spooktacular event and fundraising options on our website. 
khh.org.uk/halloween    
 
The value of volunteering   
Did you know that volunteering has been proven to reduce stress, combat depression and improve 
physical health? It’s also a great way to learn new skills and meet new people. Plus, you get to 
work with a brilliant team supporting your local hospice. What’s not to love? We’re looking for 
volunteers right across the hospice, so there’s bound to be a role that’s right for you. Find out 
more khh.org.uk/volunteer    
 
Digital monthly newsletter – keep up to date with your hospice 
Sign up to receive our Katharine House digital monthly newsletter, which is designed to keep you 
in touch with all our latest news and fundraising events at the hospice. 
 
Find out more 
Head to our website for more details, events and news: khh.org.uk. 
 

FROM KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE, ADDERBURY  
For inclusion in your August edition 

(By email)  
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES 
Also Open to Non Advertisers  £10.00 per annum. 

 
ACCOUNTANT 
Christopher Dean & Co.  Tax advice VAT, Year End.            01295 788104   
  
AGRICULTURAL SERVICES 
David Lovesey. Rural Services, Lawns to  Fields               01295 788298 
 
BEAUTY AND WELLBEING 
Annette Thomas. Hair & Beauty in your own home.            01295 721845 
International Dance with Tracy Lean                     01295 780710 
Pilates at Sibford  with Madeleine                      01295 780279 
David Cuts Hair                                 01869 346910 
Nutrition and your health                                                                           07801 495807 
 
CAR VALETING 
Ian Birch                                       07780-001115 
 
CARPENTER 
N.D.Smith. Quality Joinery work.                       01295 780970 
 
CATERING and FOOD SUPPLIES  
Gill Judd. Hire of China & return dirty.                   01295 780243 
Miss T Catering. Catering Parties, Celebrations.              01295 780206 
 
CHILD CARE 
Babysitter Annalise Kingsford                                                 01295 780716 
 
CLEANING SERVICES  
Upstairs Downstairs Domestic Cleaning Services                                     07984-645368 
 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 
Your local qualified chimney sweep—Jonathan Perry             07557 058051 
 
ELECTRICAL 
Neil Megson. All electrical work.                      01295 263665 
 
FISH  
Grimsby Fish                                  07578 195979 
  
GARAGE SERVICES 
Josh Lovesey, Trainee Car Mechanic                                                        07817 801485 
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
Quarry Nurseries vegetables, border and baskets                         07903 655267 
Trinity Oak. Tree felling, landscape gardening, fencing                       01295 730650 
The Visionary Gardener                                                                                           01295 780946 
Golf Course Gardens                                                                                                07867-560958 
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GARMENT ALTERATIONS AND CURTAINS MADE 
Linda Morse—garments, curtains and blinds made                          01295 720930 
 
HOLIDAY LETS 
Linda Lane—Cottage in Cornwall                                01295 780242 
Jane Fitzpatrick—Cottage in lower Tadmarton                                                         01295 780451 
Margaret                                                                                                                     01295-720168 
 
KITCHENS 
Hunt Bespoke Kitchens & Interiors. Kitchen Makers  Joiners.                      01295 721111 
 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 
C.A. Berger. Interior, Exterior Painting & Carpentry.                        01295 738633 
Mullins. Interior & Exterior.                                   01295 264117 
Noah’s Ark. Bespoke murals, Exterior & Interior decorating.                    01295 811026 
PR Handyman services help with your home                             01295 722490 
RTM Property Maintenance                                                                                       07484 846630 
 
OVEN CLEANING 
Cookerburra Oven Cleaning Services  –  Banbury                          01295 277789   
 
 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
David Butler plumbing and heating                                01295 780668 
PLT Plumbing all domestic plumbing                              01295 368150  
Adam Lawrence , ADROX                                 07540 850491 
 
SCHOOLS 
Sibford School. Independent co-educational                             01295 781203 
Sibford Gower Endowed Primary                                01295 780270 
Swalcliffe Park School for Boys with Autism                                  01295 780302 
 
STOVES 
Iron and Wood. Wood Burning stove centre.                             01295 253916 
 
 
 

Are you running your own business and thinking about advertising? 
 

Why not consider our local link. 
From January 2022 anyone advertising in The Link will get a    

presence on our website with an optional direct link to their     

website or Facebook page. 
 

There is also an option to only advertise in the directory for £10 
per  annum. 
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02-08-22 Computer Club  P 7 06-09-22 Computer Club  P 7 

03-08-22 Taddy Film Matinee P 7 10-09-22 Macmillan Coffee P 32 

06-08-22 SN Village Fete   11-09-22 Sew in Company P 7 

07-08-22 Swalcliffe Concert  P 39 23-09-22 Senior Lunch  P 7 

13-08-22 Taddy Coffee Morning  P 7 24-09-22 Kids and Crafts P 25 

13-08-22 Sara’s Draw  P 23 24-09-22 Taddy Film Club  P 7 

13-08-22 Brailles Show  P 44 28-09-22 Taddy Film Matinee  P 7 

14-08-22 Taddy Horti Show  P 11 08-10-22 Kids Film  P 19 

21.08.22 Sew in Company P 7 15-10-22 Taddy Pudding Club   

26-08-22 Senior Lunch  P 7 29-10-22 Kids and Caffeine  P 19 

27-08-22 Kids and caffeine  P 19 29-10-22 Taddy Film Club  P 7 

27-08-22 Taddy Film club P 7 02-11-22 Taddy Film Matinee  P 7 

31-08-22  Taddy Film Matinee P 7 19-11-22 Taddy Christmas Fayre   

What's on! 

 
TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL 

  
Well equipped kitchen, tables and chairs available. 

  
Letting rates from £8.00 per hour. 

£5.00 rate for villagers ! 
  

Special all day booking rates.  
Ask me about the stunning interior lining to make that party even 

more special. 
 

Full Audio Visual Equipment now available,  
Ideal for presentations, parties, Private Gaming Nights etc. 

  
To book the hall visit www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk  

Or contact Helen Yeomans on 01295-780426 
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TADDY FETE UPDATE 

We have been asked a few times if there is to be a 
revival of the Taddy fete, post covid. This year the 
Queens platinum jubilee took centre stage, with 
Taddy and Swalcliffe hosting events to celebrate 
the occasion. 
The fete is under review for 2023, and a number 
of factors will determine its future. Not least of all 
its location. Currently we have no outdoor space 
available to host a fete. Previous locations are no 
longer available. Whilst this is obviously a key 
factor, we would like to hear from you as to 
whether you would like a village fete. Because 
there has been one for many years, it can some-
times mean that it is ‘expected’, but is it actually 
‘wanted’, and wanted by enough of us to warrant 
the huge effort by the many volunteers, that make 
it all happen,! The fete has certainly been a large 
contributor to the village hall funds, which are 
greatly needed, but the introduction of the Spring 
Fayre and Christmas Festive Fiesta (19th Novem-
ber this year) have helped bridge the financial gap 
somewhat, and as they are within the hall, they 
are not so weather dependant for success. So 
folks, let us know what you think. Speak to any 
village hall committee member, or email your 
thoughts to taddyvillagehall@gmail.com 
 
And if there any landowners out there willing to 
host a fete, central to the village, please get in 
touch 
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