
   

 

The Link November/December 2024 
News and information covering Tadmarton and Swalcliffe 

Tadmarton Village Website 
ww.tadmartonvillage.co.uk 

Swalcliffe Village Website 
www.swalcliffevillage.co.uk  

Photo by Richard Yardley taken on 11th October 2024 (just after midnight)  
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Christmas Gift Wrapping Service 

Thursday 19th December 2024  
from 7pm to 9pm  

at Tadmarton Village Hall 

Drop off your gifts for us to wrap and collect 

them later.  

(Delivery can be arranged if necessary) 

We’ll be using recycled boxes and packaging, 

along with recyclable gift wrap and decorations. 

From £1 per item wrapped. 

Booking Essential—contact Jane on 07711 794133 or 

taddyvillagehall@gmail.com 

 

In aid of your local charity ~ Taddy Village Hall 
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Editor 
Mery Wolke 
Honeystone Cottage 
Lower Tadmarton, nr Banbury 
OX15 5SS 
01295-780451 
tadmartonandswalcliffelink@gmail.com 

 
Advertising Rates 

From 2023  
 

The Link is delivered to 370 
homes in (Lower) Tadmarton, 
Swalcliffe and The Highlands 

The Price for 1 year (6 issues) 
 
Full page 125mm x 185mm £ 72 
½ page     125mm x 90mm   £  43 
¼ page       60mm x 90mm   £  22 
 
Price for a single issue on application. 

The Link is Sponsored by 
 

Tadmarton Village Hall                         Christopher Dean & Co                             
Tadmarton Church                                 Horticultural Society                                  
Tadmarton Parish Council                     Swalcliffe Church                                      
                                                               Swalcliffe Parish Council                             

Advertising Manager and  
Treasurer 

Julie Lingwood  
Willows End, Lower Tadmarton,  
Banbury OX15 5SS 
Tel: 01295 788813 

Editorial and Advertising 

 

This is the last issue of  The Link  
Nobody has come forward to take 

over ! 

Tadmarton Parish Councillors 
 
Christine Coles, Parish Clerk 01295 276229 
Jane Fitzpatrick        01295 780451                                              
Paul Higley  Vice Chair     01295 788447 
Tim Turner  Chair              01295 780764 
Paul Doust 

 

Swalcliffe Parish Councillors   
  
Christine Coles, Parish Clerk 01295 276229 
Ken Hodkinson                       07535 701632  
Martin Collett Vice Chair 
Ryan Smith                  01295 788537 
Steve Gandy Chair                 07860 397420 
Victoria Taylor                    01295 780206 
Stephen Warrington 
Nicola Borkmann  
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02.11.24 Kids and Caffeine  P 17 04.12.24 Film matinee P  5 

04.11.24 Line Dancing  P 31 07.12.24 Kids and Caffeine  P 17 

05.11.24 Age UK IT Help P 32 07.12.24 Swalcliffe Christmas  P 36 

05.11.24 Folk Dancing  P 32 07.12.24 Taddy Film  !! P 5 

09.11.24 Kids and Caffeine  P 17 08.12.24 Crafty Sew and Sew  P 25 

10.11.24 Crafty Sew and Sew  P 25 09.12.24 Line Dancing  P 31 

11.11.24 Line Dancing  P 31 10.12.24 Folk Dancing  P 32 

12.11.24 Folk Dancing  P 32 12.12.24 Horti meeting P 31 

14.11.24 Horti meeting P 31 14.12.24 Kids and Caffeine  P 17 

16.11.24 Kids and Caffeine  P 17 16.12.24 Line Dancing  P 31 

18.11.24 Line dancing  P 31 17.12.24 Folk Dancing  P 32 

19.11.24 Folk Dancing  P 32 19.12.24 Wreath Making  P 2 

22.11.24 Senior Luncheon Club  P 36 21.12..24 Kids and Caffeine P 17 

23.11.24 Kids and Caffeine  P 17 23.12.24 Line Dancing  P 31 

25.11.24 line Dancing  P 31 30.12.24 Line Dancing  P 31 

26.11.24 Folk Dancing  P 32 04.01.25 Taddy Film  P 5 

30.11.24 Festive Fiesta  P 43 06.01.25 Line Dancing  P 31 

02.12.24 line Dancing  P 31 08.01.25 Taddy film matinee P 5 

03.12.24 Age UK IT Help P 32 11.01.25 Dance the Blues away P 27 

03.12.24 Folk Dancing  P 32 12.01.25 Crafty Sew and Sew  P 25 

What's on! 

TADMARTON 250 CLUB WINNERS 

September 2024 
 

  73—David Butler £15 
    1—Fran Alexander £10 
107—Lyn Flowers £5 
  77—Sue Wilson £5 

October 2024 
 

  59—Gill Judd £20 
  96—Jane Fitzpatrick £15 
166—Ollie Clappison £10 
186—Yvonne Woodhead £10 
  32—Greg Fehler £5 
  11—Dave Hall £5 
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Taddy Film Club 
 

SPECIAL DATES! 
 

November Film Shows 
Matinee: 

Weds 4th December at 1.30pm 
and 

Sat. 7th December at 7.00pm  
 

December Film Shows 
Sat. 4th January at 7.00pm  

Matinee: 
Weds 8th January at 1.30pm 

 

Refreshments available 
Rafȧe ~ Ice Creams 

 

2025 Fees  
Membership £32 per year 

Or PAYG £3.50 
 

We will be back as normal from 
February 2025, sign up to stay 

in the loop. 
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Annette Thomas 
 

Freelance Hair &  
Beauty Consultant 

 

Est 1992 
Salon Based 

Free Consultation 
 

01295 721845 
07786 804851 
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The Winter Fuel Payment has changed and we are 
urging older people across Oxfordshire to check 
whether they are entitled to Pension Credit or any 

other qualifying benefits. 

The Winter Fuel Payment is an annual tax-free payment for 
households that include someone born on or before 23rd Sep-
tember 1958 (for 2024-25) designed to help cover heating costs 
in winter, with households receiving up to £300.  

Previously, the payment was not mean-tested, but changes by 
the current Government mean that only those receiving certain 
benefits will receive the contribution to heating costs.  

Pension Credit is the primary way older people can continue to 
receive the Winter Fuel Payment, and with an estimate of more 
than 4,000 older people across the county not claiming the 
Pension Credit to which they’re entitled, it’s more important 
than ever that people check their eligibility.  

Pension Credit is an income-related benefit that tops up weekly 
income to £218.15 for a single person and to a joint £332.95 
for a couple.  

So if you know anyone eligible for Pension Credit, please 
encourage them to apply online at www.gov.uk/pension-

credit or by calling 0800 99 1234.  
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Like many hospices, we are feeling the pinch during the current economic climate. It 
costs more than £5.3m per year to run Katharine House Hospice. We pay Oxford Univer-
sity Hospitals NHS Trust a grant to manage the clinical care at the hospice, and although 
we receive some funding from the government, we still need to raise more than £3m 
through fundraising every year to provide the hospice services. We therefore rely heavily 
on our local community to help us so we can go on providing vital care – completely free 
of charge. We have some brilliant events and opportunities to support our hospice com-
ing up this autumn and winter. 
 
Santa Fun Run – 1 December 
What better way to kick off the Christmas season than joining hundreds of Santas in 
Spiceball Park for our annual festive fun run? Our much-loved Santa Fun Run is taking 
place on Sunday 1 December in Banbury. Join us for the 1.5km course or the full 5km at 
10am – kitted out in a stylish Santa suit or more sustainable alternative. Tickets are avail-
able to buy online now! www.khh.org.uk/santa  
 
Lights of Love – 4 December 
We will be holding our annual Lights of Love event on Thursday 7 December at St 
Mary's Church, Banbury. We’d love you to join us for a special gathering where we 
come together to remember and celebrate the lives of those we have loved and lost. Find 
out more www.khh.org.uk/lights. 
 
RC Baker Christmas Tractor Run – 14 December 
The RC Baker Tractor Run will be bringing the bling once again this Christmas when it 
returns on Saturday 14 December. Christmas isn’t complete without a fleet of fairy-lit 
tractors touring around local villages to spread some festive cheer. Get the date in your 
diary now and help us raise much-needed funds for the hospice this Christmas! 
www.khh.org.uk/tractor  
 
Challenge accepted 
Our popular Accumulator Challenge is back for 2024! Local community groups, busi-
nesses or schools are invited to sign up now to receive their £50 seed fund and invest it in 
projects to grow the money as much as possible. Teams have between 21 October 2024 
and 21 February 2024 and we have just 20 spaces available. This is your chance to com-
pete to be crowned the Ultimate Accumulator or win the coveted prize of the Ultimate 
Innovator! We can’t wait to see all the creativity and friendly competition in aid of 
Katharine House. Sign your group up now. www.khh.org.uk/accumulator    
 
eBay for Charity 
Do you sell on eBay? Did you know that you can choose to donate a percentage of your 
eBay sales to Katharine House? The eBay Community Selling scheme allows sellers to 
choose a charity and donate between 10% and 100% of sales straight to a good cause. 
Simply select ‘Katharine House Hospice Trust’ and the percentage you’d like to donate 
from the final sale price. Find out more about eBay for Charity here: 
www.charity.ebay.co.uk or find our eBay shop here www.khh.org.uk/ebay.  
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TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL 
  

Well equipped kitchen, tables and chairs available. 
  

Letting rates from £12.00 per hour. 
Special rates available for villagers! 

  
Special all day booking rates.  

Ask US about the stunning interior lining to make that party even 
more special. 

 
Full Audio Visual Equipment now available,  

Ideal for presentations, parties, Private Gaming Nights etc. 
  

To book the hall visit www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk  
Or contact Helen Yeomans on 01295-780426 

Tadmarton Village Hall - Hire Rates 2024   
Charge Type  Village Residents Non-Residents  
Hourly Rate           
Main Hall    £      7.00     £    12.00    
Annexe    £      5.00     £      8.00    
Main Hall and Annexe    £    11.00     £    18.00    
Children's ParƟes - up to 4hrs        
Main Hall    £    20.00     £    30.00    

Annexe    £    15.00     £    18.00    
Main Hall and Annexe    £    25.00     £    35.00    
Overnight 5pm-9am     £    50.00     £    75.00    
Full Day Hire - up to 8hrs         
Main Hall     £    50.00     £    90.00    
Annexe     £    35.00     £    60.00    
Main hall and Annexe    £    80.00     £  120.00    
Deposits           
Room Hire- Maximum    £ 300.00     
Equipment Hire Only      £    10.00      
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St Nicholas Church  
 

TADMARTON 
 

OUR BEAUTIFUL CHURCH 
MADE IT ONTO A YOUTUBE 

PROGRAMME. 
 

CHECK IT OUT on 
YOUTUBE: 

 
ExploringTadmarton–  

Just beyond the Cotswolds 
 

November 
Sunday 3rd 10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Swalcille (ES) 
Sunday 10th  10.55am Remembrance Service  (DP) 
Sunday 17th  11.00am  Holy Communion (ES) 
Sunday 24th  11.00am  Village Service  (JT) 
 
December 
 
Sunday 1st  10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Tadmarton (ES) 
Sunday 8th  11.00am St Nicholas Service  (ES) 
Sunday 15th  11.00am  Holy Communion (JT) 
Tuesday 17th   7.00pm Traditional Carol Service (ES) 
Sunday 22nd  11.00am  Holy Communion (JT) 
Wed 25th 10.00am Christmas Day Communion (DP) 
 
 
Sundays (ZOOM) at 11.00am  from Tadmarton  
   Meeting ID: 851 3086 9357 

Passcode: 305275 
   
 
Tuesdays in Tadmarton Church 10.00 am HC 
 
 
Rector: The Rev’d Emily Robottom-Scott (ES) 
 
The Rev’d John Tattersall (JT) Tel: 01295 780283 
The Rev’d. David Pym  (DP) 
The Rev’d Glyn Evans  (GE) 
The Rev’d Brian Fairbank (BF) 
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WELCOME TO TADMARTON  
 
 

If you have recently  
moved into Tadmarton, 

 or if you know someone who 
is a new arrival.  

 
He will be delighted to call 

with one of the “Welcome to  
Tadmarton” leaflets. 

 
Please contact  
Tim Turner on  
01295 780764      

Pilates in Sibford 
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc. 

 

  ON-LINE CLASSES AVAILABLE  
SUITABLE FOR ALL LEVELS  

 

Master Mat & Studio Teacher Offers: 
 

· Bespoke One to One and Duet 
Studio Sessions, 

            Training on specialised  
            Pilates Equipment; 
            Reformers, Chairs, Barrels            
    and Cadillac. 
· Small group Mat work classes, 

incorporating small equipment    
                  For 
all levels from beginners to 
advanced  

  
T: 01295 780279  
Mobile: 07905 953300 
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
E: madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
 

MULLINS 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

CONTRACTORS 
 

Domestic & Commercial 
Interior & Exterior 

Fully insured 
Competitive pricing 

References available 
Free quotations 

We also provide general 
maintenance to 

your home or office. 
         TEL: 07815 288909 
                01295 720006  
 
WEBSITE:   mullinsdecor.co.uk 

EMAIL:       lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk 
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Tadmarton Link 

We are well into Autumn now and we have just enjoyed a lovely Harvest 
Festival service.  This was well attended and was followed by a Harvest 
Supper in the village hall. Great food was followed by an auction of 
produce with our famous auctioneer Mike Hilman supported by Louise. As 
a result of this evening £802.42 was raised and will be given to Katherine 
House Hospice. Our thanks go to everyone who contributed in any way 
with giving so generously, setting up the tables and making the hall look 
lovely, giving food for the supper, decorating the church, washing up and 
clearing the hall, and to Jennifer for organising everything, well done! 
Thanks also to Emily for a very uplifting service.  

We are now thinking about making plans for Christmas and the Festive 
Fiesta a joint project with Tadmarton Church and the Village Hall to be 
held on November 30th.Please put this date in your diary and come along 
and buy some of your Christmas goodies. 

Agreement has been given for the repair of the church path, the grounds 
around the church are very well looked after and we thank all those who 
keep the grounds looking so good. 

The Zoom facility of the Sunday service is being used each week and we 
thank Chris for keeping this available for those who are unable to attend 
church.  

There are other dates for your diaries… 

Sunday 10th November Remembrance service at 10.55am  
Sunday 8th December St Nicholas Service 11.00am 
Tuesday 17th December  Traditional Carol Service 7.00pm 
Wednesday 25th December Family Communion 10.00am 
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National express No longer collects from Banbury Bus station, you can 
now catch this coach service at: 

Banbury, Stroud Park,  Ermont Way,   
Adjacent  to Costa Coffee 
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£2.50 per child (6 months and over) or £6 per family (3 or more children). 
Booking essential as spaces are limited. 

So book asap, to avoid missing out on tea, fresh coffee, and homemade cake 
whilst the children let their imagination run wild. 

Email Tadmarton.kc@gmail.com to book your place(s). 
Payment in advance required. 
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 SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL 
 

The newly refurbished village hall  
is available for meetings, fund-raising events, 

functions, classes, children’s parties. 
See photos on the village website: 

www.swalcliffevillage.co.uk 
 

£12 per hour for villagers  
Well-equipped kitchen.  Audio-visual equipment. 

 
Enquiries to tracylean@gmail.com  

or Tracy on 780710 

 

NEIL MEGSON 
 

Electrical Services 
 

Tel: 01295 263665  
Mobile 07887 653842 

Email: meggers1@btinternet.com  
 

Light-Sockets-Extensions, Re-Wires-New Builds. 
For All of Your Domestic Electrical Requirements. 

 

FREE ESTIMATES – 
24 HOUR CALL OUT 

LOCAL MARKETS 
 
Banbury - Every Thursday & Saturday.  
Farmers Market - 1st Friday of the month 
Deddington Farmers market - 4th Saturday of the month 
Chipping Norton - Every Wednesday.  
Farmers market—3rd Saturday of the month 
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SwalcliƯe Church 
November/
December   

Sunday 3rd November – 10.30am – Benefice Eucharist  
(The Rev’d Emily Robottom-Scott) 
 

Sunday 10th November – 9.3oam – Holy Communion and Act of Re-
membrance (The Rev’d Canon John Tattersall) 
 

Sunday 17th November – 6.00pm – BCP Evensong  
(The Rev’d Emily Robottom-Scott) 
 

Sunday 24th November – 9.30am – Holy Communion  
(The Rev’d Dr David Pym) 
 

Sunday 8th December -    9.30am – Holy Communion  
(The Rev’d Emily Robottom-Scott) 
 

Sunday 15th December – 6.00pm – Evensong with Carols  
(The Rev’d Emily Robottom-Scott) 
 

Sunday 22nd December – 9.30am – Holy Communion  
(The Rev’d Canon Glyn Evans) 
 

Christmas Day 25th December – 9.30am – Holy Communion  
(The Rev’d Brian Fairbank) 
 

There will be Carol singing on the Green and in Church on Thursday 
19th December from 6.00pm with refreshments. 
 

There will also be Benefice Eucharists at 10.30am on Sunday 
1st December at Tadmarton and on Sunday 29th December at Brough-
ton. 



20  

 

 Ever wished for a Mary Poppins Miracle: 
Look no further! 
 

When life seems to be overwhelming with a 
long list of things to do, your helping hand is 
just on your doorstep. 
 

From decluttering your office, to looking after 
your animals, doing your shopping, or driving 
you to an appointment, building that flatpack 
or spring cleaning your kitchen. The list is 
endless 
 

I am highly versatile and price the job, not the 
hours.  That way you will know where you 
stand right from the start. 

Don’t see the service you need, give me a call or send me an email.  
Until you ask you don’t know, you will be pleasantly surprised.. 

 
  01295-780451            07794-950664            merypopsin@gmail.com 

DRIVEWAYS 
PATIOS 
DECKING 
SHED BASES 
FOOTPATHS 
TURFING 

BRICKWORK 
FENCING 
CLEAN/SEALING 
GENERAL REPAIRS 
GARDEN CLEARANCE 
TREE/HEDGE WORK 
COUNCIL APPROVED - 
 DROP KERBS/DRAINAGE 

 
 

info@banburydriveways.co.uk 
 

www.banburydriveways.co.uk 

SMALL JOBS WELCOME  
 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 

01295 525046   
07913 278071 
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Looking for a home from home? 
 

 Sympathetically renovated, fully furnished,  
self catering cottage to let in the quiet village  

location of Lower Tadmarton.  
Only 4 miles from Banbury  

Available for short breaks, or short and 
medium term lets.  

    (Special rates for 6-12 weeks let). 
 

1 double bedroom, 1 Twin bedroom, Living Room with convertible 
corner settee. Upstairs and Downstairs Wet-Rooms, Gorgeous 
kitchen with views over mature gardens, Utility room, Wheel-
chair friendly, Dogs welcome, Cosy Log burner. Temperature con-
trolled electric heating, throughout. Private gardens. Off road 
parking for 1-2 vehicles,  
 

For more information please contact Jane or Mery on:                             

Home: 01295780451, Jane: 07711794133,  Mery: 07794950664 
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CRAFT IN COMPANY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Crafty Sew and Sews are BACK!!! 
 
Our regular meetings are: 

the 2nd Sunday of the month: 1.30- 4.30pm. 
 

  -10th November  -8th December  -12th January 
 
Pop along and try out a new craft and/or bring along 
your own projects to inspire others or to seek any  
advice or help.  
Charlotte and Susan would love to see you there.  
Usual chit chat and refreshments provided.  
 
A small donation if you can, to go towards the village 
hall is always appreciated.  
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Linda Morse 

 

Garment and Curtain    
Alterations 

Curtains and Blinds 
made to measure 

 
Collection and         

delivery by  
arrangement 

 
Telephone  

01295-720930 
Email:  

lindamorse@hotmail.co.uk  

N.D. SMITH 
Carpenter & Joiner 

Specializing in quality joinery 
work 

Windows, doors, stairs, roofs, 
Loft conversions, 

Conservatories, etc. 
 

All aspects of building work  
undertaken, from small   

extensions to  
new house  building and  

Barn  conversions. 
 

All work carried out by  
qualified tradesmen 

 

TEL: 01295 780970 
nicksmith.tadmarton@btinternet.com 

For Free estimates and  
advice 

PR HANDYMAN 
 SERVICES 

 
For all those odd-jobs 

needed around the home. 
 

Erecting shelves, curtain rails 
to building flat pack furniture. 
All aspects of DIY undertaken. 

No job too small 
A friendly & reliable service 

 at reasonable prices. 
 

Please call Paul on  
01295 722490, or 

07796300238 
Email: paulles-

ter3655@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Also undertaken 
Loft, Garage & Shed Clearances 



27  

 

Remember how you felt dancing the night away?  
Feeling you are too old to go to a dancing at your age?  
 
Here is your chance to re-live the exhilaration of dancing like 
no one is watching. 
 
We are opening Tadmarton Village hall for a night of oldies 
disco. (Sorry 18 and over only)  

  

Saturday11th January from 7.30 till 10.00 
 

Entrée is £2.50 per person with Donations greatly received. 
 

Soft drinks and nibbles are available in the Hall,  Please let us know if 
you wish to come so we can plan ahead 01295-780451  
alcoholic drinks can be purchased at The lampet Arms for consumption in 
the hall. 
 

Music from the 60ies through to the noughties, with the odd cheesy song 
thrown in. Requests by the 31st December 
 

There is no DJ , just a great selection on a playlist, and a happy atmos-
phere. 
 

So get out your dancing shoes, put on your glitters and come and shine 
like you are 18 all over again.   
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Miss T Catering 

 
Miss ’T’ Catering.  Catering 

for events such as:  
Anniversaries, Weddings, 

Christenings, Birthday par-
ties,  

Funerals And private dinner 
parties.  

 
~.~.~  

 
Also available: Cutlery and 

Crockery Hire.  
 

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  
Mob: 07841 910037  Home: 

01295 780206  

Open from 28 Aug 
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GOOD NEWS !   
 

TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL HAS NOW BEEN GRANTED 
GIFT AID STATUS. 

 

This means that any donations will now be even more valuable to the hall. 
The Gift Aid scheme allows a UK charity to claim back the tax that you pay, as a do-
nor, when you earn the money from which you make the donation.  
Eligible donations from UK taxpayers attract Gift Aid at a rate calculated in accordance 
with the basic rate of income tax. So with basic rate income tax at 20%, an eligible 
£10.00 gift from a UK taxpaying donor is worth £12.50 in the hands of a charity after 
Gift Aid is reclaimed.  
 

Tadmarton Village Hall committee members Jane Fitzpatrick and Helen Yeomans will 
be able to help you with any questions you might have about the new status and provide 
you with the form required should you wish to make a cash donation. 
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Party Packages 

* Use of Tadmarton Village Hall for FOUR hours 

* A choice of FIVE of our toy boxes from across the range, plus ONE large item  
             (list of available toys will be sent separately) 

* Craft essentials 

* Full use of all facilities including hi-fi, kitchen and car park 

* ONE helper to set up and pack away all the toys (using the first and last hours of your allocat-
ed time). You will be required to supply ONE additional helper. 

BRONZE PACKAGE 

£130 

* Use of Tadmarton Village Hall for FOUR hours 

* A choice of FIVE of our toy boxes from across the range, plus ONE large item (list of available 
toys will be sent separately) 

* Craft essentials 

* Full use of all facilities including hi-fi, kitchen and car park 

* TWO helpers to set up and pack away all the toys (using the first and last hours of your allo-
cated time) 

SILVER PACKAGE 

£155 

* Use of Tadmarton Village Hall for FOUR hours 

* A choice of FIVE of our toy boxes from across the range, plus ONE large item (list of available 
toys will be sent separately) 

* Craft essentials 

* Full use of all facilities including hi-fi, kitchen and car park 

* TWO helpers to set up and pack away all the toys (using the first and last hours of your allo-
cated time) 

* ONE ‘Kitchen Fairy’ for the middle TWO hours of your allocated time to assist with all refresh-
ment duties (please note they are NOT a party host) 

GOLD PACKAGE 

£180 

At 
Tadmarton  
Village Hall 

If you would like more information or to book a party;  
Please contact our volunteers at tadmarton.kc@gmail.com 

You can view hall availability here: Tadmarton Village Hall 
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LINE DANCING IS GOING STRONG AT  
TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL !! 

 

Come and join in the fun on : 
Monday night from 7-8.15 

 

No experience necessary , but a 
good sense of humour does help. 

 

We use a variety of styles of mu-
sic as well as incorporating differ-

ent levels of dances so there is 
something for everyone.  

 

The group is run by seasoned   
amateur Gwen Phipps  (Who is 
excellent) and her apprentice 

Mery Wolke (who can do better).  
 

PAYG £2.50 suggested donation 
per person to the Village Hall. 

                                                             (Age 16 and over welcome). 

                                           SWALCLIFFE & TADMARTON 
                                             HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
                                             

      Our next meeting is on: 
      Thursday 14th November  

      when we are trying something different. 
      An afternoon meeting 2pm – 5pm  Tadmarton Village Hall. 

      Video presentation followed by a Cream Tea. 
    Two RHS presentations -  Mycorrhizal Fungi and House Plants. 

 
      Our Christmas meeting 

      Thursday 12th December 

          Chris Brown will be talking to us about the  
      “Quirky and Unusual”  

      Tadmarton Village Hall – 7pm 
                                     plus Mulled Wine and Mince Pies. 
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Regular Clubs and Activities at 
Tadmarton Village Hall 

 Line Dancing - every Monday at 7pm to 8pm 
 
Tuesday Coffee Morning - every Tuesday at 
10.30am 
 
Age UK Gadget & IT Support - first Tuesday 
of the month at 10.30am 
 
Folk Dancing - every Tuesday 7.45pm to 9.45pm 
 
Pilates - Wednesdays (Termly) 10am to 11am 
 
Seniors Lunch Club - fourth Friday of the 
month 12.30pm 
 
Kids & Caffeine - Saturdays 10am to 12 noon 
 
Green Dragon Martial Arts - every Tuesday 
6.15pm to 7.15pm, Friday 7pm to 8pm and Sun-
day 10am to 11am 
 
Film Club - last Saturday of the month at 
7.00pm (Nov-Mar) 7.30pm (Apr-Oct) and the 
following Wednesday at 1.30pm 
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Stagecoach 75+75A+75B  
 

   
   

Stratford-upon-Avon to Banbury  Mon-
Sat 

Mon-  
Fri 

Mon-
Sat 

Mon-
Sat 

Sat 
only 

Straƞord-upon-Avon, adj NatWest Bank 06:02 07:30  
*!x 10:15 13:17 16:40 

Straƞord-upon-Avon, opp McDonalds 06:04 07:32 
*x 10:17 13:15 16:38 

Eƫngton, opp Rogers Lane 06:18  10:31   

Halford, opp Bridge Inn 06:27  10:40   

Tredington, adj Bus Shelter 06:31  10:44 13:35 17:02 
Shipston on Stour, adj Beecham Road 06:37 08:18 10:50 13:41 17:10 
Shipston on Stour, opp Tesco Express 06:41 08:21 10:54 13:43 17:13 
Lower Brailes, adj The Park 06:48 08:29 11:01 13:51 17:23 
Sibford Gower, o/s School 06:56 08:37 11:09 13:59 17:31 
Lower Tadmarton Fourways (E-bound) 07:04 08:45 11:17 14:07 17:39 
Banbury Bus StaƟon (Bay 8) 07:18 09:00 11:32 14:22 17:54 

      

Banbury to Stratford-upon-Avon  Mon-
Sat 

Mon-
Sat 

Mon-
Sat   

Banbury Bus StaƟon (Bay 8) 11:35 14:35 17:40   

Lower Tadmarton Fourways (W-bound) 11:50 14:45 17:50   

Sibford Ferris, opp School 11:58 14:53 17:58   

Lower Brailes, opp The Park 12:07 15:02 18:07   

Shipston on Stour, adj Tesco Express 12:16 15:11 18:16   

Shipston on Stour, opp Badger Valley 12:19 15:14 18:19   

Tredington, adj White Lion 12:24  18:24   

Halford, adj Bridge Inn 12:28  18:28   

Eƫngton, adj Village Hall 12:34  18:34   

Straƞord-upon-Avon, adj McDonalds 12:46 16:02 18:47   

      

* 5 min later during half term       

!  07:54 from Woodstreet on Saturdays      

x  not on Saturday       
For Live information  call : 0345 241 8000   

or visit 
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/
timetables   
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CODEWORDS   
are like crossword puzzles - but have no clues! Instead, every let-
ter of the alphabet has been replaced by a number, the same 
number representing the same letter throughout the puzzle. All 
you have to do is decide which letter is represented by which num-
ber! 
To start you off, we reveal the codes for two or three letters. When 
you've filled in these letters throughout the puzzle, you'll have 
enough clues to start guessing words and discovering other let-
ters. 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

Answers can be found on Page 38 1 2 

3 4 

5 6 

7 8 

9 10 

11 12 

13 14 

15 16 

17 18 

19 20 

21 22 

23 24 

25 26 
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Friendly Secondary School Teacher, available for tuition, loads of 
experience! 

Online or face-to-face, 
based in Shenington.  
Qualified to teach 11+           
, GCSE Maths and 
English;  
with Maths up to  
A-level 

First GCSE lesson 
free.  
DBS check+ references 

Tel./WhatsApp: 
07984 140 739 or  
01295 678 676 
 

 

Tim Clarke, BSc, PGCE, A member of The Coaching Academy, CPD accredited 
coach  Also offering career coaching/ performance coaching for adults.               
Education specialist with Fresh start in Education. 

 clarke.tutoring@btinternet.com                            www.clarketutoring.com 
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Senior Luncheon Club: 
 

Where?  Tadmarton village Hall 
When? 4th Friday of the month 

 

Don’t enjoy eating alone, find cooking a chore? 
 
Come and find some salvation, eat with other seniors whilst having a  
natter and not having to worry about the washing up. 
 
Don’t Drive? We have some volunteers who might be able to pick you up 
and take you back home. (limited Spaces, booking required). 
 
For £7 you get a 2 course meal (Mains, Pudding) followed by coffee.  
 
Interested? Give Shirley a call on: 01295-780596 
                                            Email: shirleywackrill@btinternet.com 
 
Next Date: 22 November 
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Tadmarton Charities 
 

As in the past I thought it would be helpful to give a little background to the 
charity especially for new people to the village. 
 

Tadmarton Charities is an amalgamation of the Poor’s Land Charity, the Mac-
dermot Charity and the Macdermot’s Educational Charity.  The Poor’s Land 
Charity arose from the Inclosures Act of 1775 when a small area of land, which 
is now part of Tadmarton Golf Course, was made available to help the poor and 
needy of the parish.  Subsequently this land was swapped for the 16 acres which 
the charities now own.  This comprises of 2 fields which run down from the golf 
course road and up to a field owned by the Banbury Ornithological Society. 
 

The 16 acres of land provide a rental income which in most years covers the in-
come distributed to those recipients in the parish who have regularly received 
support. In addition, the Charity has an investment holding in M & G Charifund 
which contains monies received for granting a right of access to the Banbury 
Ornithological Society land back in 2005 and a small sum held in a Building 
Society Account.   
These holdings do not routinely distribute income but are used for the ongoing 
administration of the Charity and to enable additional distribution of funds 
where deemed appropriate.  
 

The Trustees are strictly bound by the trust deed which allows us to  
‘relieve either generally, or individually, those residents of the Parish who 
are considered to be in genuine need, or suffering hardship, or distress’.   
It is interesting to look back and see that in 1867 the charity delivered coal to 70 
families who were deemed to qualify. 
 

However there are still people and families who are in genuine need and it is the 
trustees job to allocate funds to them.  
They do of course rely on people applying for themselves or nominating others.  
 

The Trustees would now like to hear from any person who feels that they, a 
neighbour, friend, or family member, might qualify for consideration for the 
2024 distribution. 
 

This year has seen the withdrawal of the winter fuel allowance for those not on 
pension credits and it may be that more people will feel the need to apply to us. 
 

The name, address and brief details should be provided to the Clerk to the Trus-
tees at the address given below.   
 

Those who have always received help from the Charity will automatically 
be considered and need not reapply. 
 

C Dean Clerk to Tadmarton Charities 
Ivy Cottage, Bakers Lane 

Tadmarton:Tel 788104 (788470 Evenings) 
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Codeword solution Nov/Dec 2024 

Notes from the Editor  

Dear All, 
 
Unfortunately we have had no volunteers coming forward to take on the Link, and I 
will be hanging up my coat after this issue. A huge thank you to those who have sup-
ported us by ways of  reading , advertising, supplying articles, delivering them, our 
printer and our treasurer.  
 
If you want to keep in touch with what is going on than you can sign up to the 
Tadmarton newsletter: taddyvillagehall@gmail.com. 
 
Keep an eye open for event announcements in the local noticeboards. 
 
There are quite a few events happening in the run up to Xmas and it would be great if 
you can support them where possible, volunteers put a lot of effort in to make these 
events a success.  
 
We wish you all a warm Christmas, if you find yourself on your own this Christmas or 
if you have space at the table you would like to hosts someone who is on their own 
please contact myself or Jane on 01295-780451. 
 
Much Love. 
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WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP 

 
THURSDAY 5th                

DECEMBER 
6.30 PM 

Tadmarton Village 
Hall 

Come and join us for a enjoyable evening 
making a wreath to hang on your door for 

the festive season  
 

Workshop to be lead by Helen and Carla  
Places cost £30 ~ All materials provided 

 
Mulled Wine & Mince Pies  

 
LIMITED PLACES SO BOOK EARLY 

 
Email taddyvillagehall@gmail.com  

to book your place 
 

“An absolutely fantastic festive evening in Taddy making my 
own Christmas wreath with friendly instructors offering styl-

ing advice and inspiration.  Great selection of foliage and 
decorations too” - Sarah from Hook Norton 
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Emergency  Banbury Police  
Oxfordshire Animal          
sanctuary 

999  Non emergency 101 01865 890239 

NHS England  www.thamesvalley.police.uk www.helpwildlife.co.uk 

111 Crime Stoppers  RSPB 

www.nhs.uk 0800 555 111 01767 693690 

Hornton Hospital www.crimestoppers-uk.org RSPCA 

01295 275500 Missing people 0300 1234 999 

Bloxham Surgery  116 000  Oxfordshire Wildlife  rescue 

01295 722788 
116000@missingpeople.org.u
k      07549-322464 

Bloxham dispensary NaƟonal Stalking Helpline Stray Dogs  

01295 721884 0808 8020300 01295-227007 

Bloxham Dental DomesƟc abuse helpline  01295 221531 (Out of hours) 

01295 721030 0808 2000247 Red wings Horse Sanctuary 

blox.dent@nhs.net Mobility Aids Red cross 01508 481000 

Sibford Surgery 01235 552664 Local Vets 

01295 780213 Government Services  Hook Norton 01608 730085 

Suicide prevenƟon  www.gov.uk Hawthorne 01295 259446 

0800 689 5652 Cherwell council  West bar 01295 262332 

Mind Gen Enq: 01295 227001 Chipping N 01608 642547 

01295-261195 Environment: 01295  227007 Loose CaƩle in road 

Samaritans Highways  Highways , police, farmer 

116123 0300 123 5000 Silverline  

Thames water  Western Power  0800 4708090 

leakline 0800 714614 Faults 0800 6783105 BT Landline Faults  

Blockages 0800 316 9800 General Enq: 0800 0963080 0800 111 4567 

Stagecoach  Johnsons busservice NaƟonal Rail  

0345 8101000 01564 797 070 03457 48 49 50  
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES 
Also Open to Non Advertisers  £10.00 per annum. 

 
ACCOUNTANT 
Christopher Dean & Co.  Tax advice VAT, Year End.            01295-788104   
  
 
BEAUTY AND WELLBEING 
Annette Thomas. Hair & Beauty in your own home.            01295-721845 
International Dance with Tracy Lean                     01295-780710 
Pilates at Sibford with Madeleine                      01295-780279 
David Cuts Hair                                 01869-346910 
 
CARPENTER 
N.D.Smith. Quality Joinery work.                       01295-780970 
 
CATERING and FOOD SUPPLIES  
CJ Lamb  Crockery and cutlery hire                          07377-435777 
Miss T Catering. Catering Parties, Celebrations.              01295-780206 
 
CLEANING SERVICES  
Upstairs Downstairs Domestic Cleaning Services                                     07984-645368 
 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 
Your local qualified chimney sweep—Jonathan Perry             07557-058051 
 
DOG WALKING 
Country Canine Company                                                                          07394-615094 
Mery-pops-in                                                                                              07794-950664 
      
ELECTRICAL 
Neil Megson. All electrical work.                        01295-263665 
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
Quarry Nurseries vegetables, border and baskets              07903-655267 
Golf Course Gardens                                                                                  07867-560958 
 
GARMENT ALTERATIONS AND CURTAINS MADE 
Linda Morse—garments, curtains and blinds made                     01295 720930 
 
HANDY WOMAN 
Mery-pops-in                                                                                              07794-950664 
 
HOLIDAY LETS 
Linda Lane—Cottage in Cornwall                        01295-780242 
Jane Fitzpatrick—Cottage in lower Tadmarton                                         01295-780451 
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PAINTER & DECORATOR 
C.A. Berger. Interior, Exterior Painting & Carpentry.            01295-738633 
Mullins. Interior & Exterior.                          01295-264117 
PR Handyman services help with your home                 01295-722490 
Mery-pops-in                                                                                              07794-950664 
 
OVEN CLEANING 
Cookerburra Oven Cleaning Services  –  Banbury              01295-277789   
 
PET SITTING SERVICE  
Mery- pops- in                                    07794-950664 
 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
PLT Plumbing all domestic plumbing                     01295-368150  
Adam Lawrence , ADROX                           07540-850491 
 
SCHOOLS 
Sibford School. Independent co-educational                 01295-781203 
Sibford Gower Endowed Primary                       01295-780270 
Swalcliffe Park School for Boys with Autism                      01295-780302 
 
STOVES 
Iron and Wood. Wood Burning stove centre.                 01295-253916 
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TADMARTON  
FESTIVE FIESTA  

 

SATURDAY 30TH  
NOVEMBER 

10 am—12.30 pm 
At TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL  

and ST NICHOLAS’ CHURCH 
~ CRAFT STALLS ~ 

~ HOMEMADE CHRISTMAS TREATS ~ 
~ GIFTS ~ PET TOYS ~ 

~ CHOCOLATE & BOTTLE TOMBOLAS ~ 
LUCKY DIP ~ GAMES 

MULLED WINE, TEAS & COFFEE 
MINCE PIES & SAUSAGE ROLLS 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE WITH SUPER PRIZES  
      AND MUCH MORE. 

 

All with fantastic 
CAROL SINGING 



44  

 

Photo by Angie dean 11.10.24 @ 00.20 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/what-causes-northern-lights-aurora-borealis-
explained 
 
The lights we see in the night sky are in actual fact caused by activity on the surface of the Sun. 
Solar storms on our star's surface give out huge clouds of electrically charged particles. These par-
ticles can travel millions of miles, and some may eventually collide with the Earth 
Most of these particles are deflected away, but some become captured in the Earth’s magnetic 
field, accelerating down towards the north and south poles into the atmosphere. This is why aurora 
activity is concentrated at the magnetic poles. 
“These particles then slam into atoms and molecules in the Earth’s atmosphere and essentially heat 
them up,” explains Royal Observatory astronomer Tom Kerss. “We call this physical process 
‘excitation’, but it’s very much like heating a gas and making it glow.” 
What we are seeing therefore are atoms and molecules in our atmosphere colliding with particles 
from the Sun. The aurora's characteristic wavy patterns and 'curtains' of light are caused by the 
lines of force in the Earth’s magnetic field. 
Different gases give off different colours when they are heated. The same process is also taking 
place in the aurora. 
The two primary gases in the Earth’s atmosphere are nitrogen and oxygen, and these elements give 
off different colours during an aurora display 
The green we see in the aurora is characteristic of oxygen, while hints of purple, blue or pink are 
caused by nitrogen. 
“We sometimes see a wonderful scarlet red colour, and this is caused by very high altitude oxygen 
interacting with solar particles,” adds astronomer Tom. “This only occurs when the aurora is par-
ticularly energetic.” 


